
Columbus Diocese, Office of Catholic Schools 

 

2017-2018 

Record of Standards 

 

 

 

Name             

Grade Level    Content Area      

DIrby
Typewritten Text
Self-Contained

DIrby
Typewritten Text

DIrby
Typewritten Text

DIrby
Typewritten Text

DIrby
Cross-Out

DIrby
Typewritten Text

DIrby
Typewritten Text

DIrby
Typewritten Text

DIrby
Typewritten Text

DIrby
Typewritten Text

DIrby
Typewritten Text

DIrby
Typewritten Text
Seventh Grade

DIrby
Typewritten Text



Table of Contents 
 
 

Content Area  Section  Page 

Religion  Religion Essential Standards and COS Alignment  1 

Religion Standards  2 

ELA  ELA Essential Standards and COS Alignment 

ELA Comparison of 2010 and Revised 2017 Standards 

ELA Standards 

Math  Math Essential Standards and COS Alignment 

Math Comparison of 2010 and Revised 2017 Standards 

Math Standards 

Science  Science Essential Standards and COS Alignment 

Science Standards 

Social Studies  Social Studies Essential Standards and COS Alignment 

Social Studies Standards 

Health  Health Standards 

 
 
 
 

DIrby
Typewritten Text

DIrby
Typewritten Text

DIrby
Typewritten Text

DIrby
Typewritten Text

DIrby
Typewritten Text

DIrby
Typewritten Text

DIrby
Typewritten Text

DIrby
Typewritten Text

DIrby
Typewritten Text

DIrby
Typewritten Text

DIrby
Typewritten Text

DIrby
Typewritten Text

DIrby
Typewritten Text

DIrby
Typewritten Text
8

DIrby
Typewritten Text

DIrby
Typewritten Text

DIrby
Typewritten Text
9

DIrby
Typewritten Text

DIrby
Typewritten Text

DIrby
Typewritten Text

DIrby
Typewritten Text

DIrby
Typewritten Text

DIrby
Typewritten Text

DIrby
Typewritten Text

DIrby
Typewritten Text

DIrby
Typewritten Text

DIrby
Typewritten Text

DIrby
Typewritten Text

DIrby
Typewritten Text

DIrby
Typewritten Text

DIrby
Typewritten Text

DIrby
Typewritten Text

DIrby
Typewritten Text

DIrby
Typewritten Text

DIrby
Typewritten Text

DIrby
Typewritten Text

DIrby
Typewritten Text

DIrby
Typewritten Text

DIrby
Typewritten Text

DIrby
Typewritten Text

DIrby
Typewritten Text

DIrby
Typewritten Text
21

DIrby
Typewritten Text

DIrby
Typewritten Text

DIrby
Typewritten Text
45

DIrby
Typewritten Text

DIrby
Typewritten Text
46

DIrby
Typewritten Text
52

DIrby
Typewritten Text
61

DIrby
Typewritten Text
62

DIrby
Typewritten Text
67

DIrby
Typewritten Text
69

DIrby
Typewritten Text
71



 
Essential Standards and COS Alignment: Religion Grades K-8 
Grade Seven: 
 

Knowledge of the Faith  
Understands vocabulary and concepts pertaining to: 

The Person of Jesus Christ IA1-2 

Sacred Scriptures, Creeds and Doctrines IB1-5,IC1-3, ID1-3, IE1 

Liturgy and Sacrament 
Understands vocabulary and concepts pertaining to: 

The Paschal Mystery and Liturgical Life ALL of II 

Moral Formation 
Understands vocabulary and concepts pertaining to: 

Beatitudes and Church Law IIIA1, IIIB1-2, IIIE1-4 

Social Sin, and Conscience Formation IIIC1-5, IIID1-3, IIIE1-2,  

Authentic Love and Human Dignity IIIA2-4, IIIF1-3, IIIG1-4 

Prayer 
Understands vocabulary and concepts pertaining to: 

Catholic Prayer: Personal and Public ALL of IV 

Life and Mission of the Church 
Understands vocabulary and concepts pertaining to: 

Spiritual Growth and Responsibility VA1-3, VB1-2 

Domestic Church and Universal Church VC1-3, VD1-3, VE1-3, VF1 

Missionary Spirit 
Understands vocabulary and concepts pertaining to: 

Discipleship: New Evangelization and the Apostolate VIA1, VIB1-3 

Social Action and Transformation VIC1-3, VID1-2 
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Diocese of Columbus 
Grade Seven Religion COS 

Based on the Six Tasks of Catechesis* 
 

I. Catechesis Promotes Knowledge of the Faith 
(Catechism of the Catholic Church 26-1065; General Directory for Catechesis 84-85, 87) 

  
A. The Person of Jesus Christ Jesus loves and invites every person to be in relationship with him 

I. A. 1. Explain that Jesus Christ is the fullness of God’s self-revelation and the fulfillment of 
his promises (CCC 51-53, 65; Heb 1:1-4; CFCL I.A.6) 

I. A. 2. Describe what it means to say that Jesus Christ is both fully human and fully divine 
(CFCL I.A.7) 

 
B. Understand Scripture Sacred Scripture is the living Word of God, a history of the covenant, and 

a guide for life today 
I. B. 1. Explain the meaning of “inspiration” in Sacred Scripture (CCC 105-108) 
I. B. 2. Know how the Canon of Scripture was determined (CCC 80-83) 
I. B. 3. Understand that the Magisterium has the authority to interpret Sacred Scripture 

authentically (CCC 84-87) 
I. B. 4. Understand that the New Testament epistles were written to address questions and 

concerns in the early Church 
I. B. 5. Identify some tools used in biblical study e.g., bible dictionary, bible commentary, 

bible atlas 
 

C. Creeds and Doctrines of the Church The Creed expresses the faith of our Church and professes 
it to the world 
I.C.1. Recognize that there is “an order or ‘hierarchy’ of truths within the Church’s teaching” 

(CCC 90) 
I.C.2. Define “dogma,” “ doctrine,”  and “discipline” 
I.C.3. Describe the Last Things (CCC 954) 
 

D. Discover the Church’s Tradition and Relevance of Church History Our Church has a rich heritage 
which still serves as a guide for us today 
I.D.1 Name some of the early ecumenical councils of the Church (CCC 464-468) 
I.D.2. Identify the Reformation and the Counter-Reformation 
I.D.3. Define “heresy” (CCC 2089) 

 
E. Christian Thought and Culture Our Church’s tradition is based in an appreciation for the gifts of 

many persons – theologians, saints, artists, teachers, and preachers – living as faithful disciples 
of Jesus 
I.E.1. Describe the relationship of science to faith in the Catholic tradition (CCC 159) 

 
 
II. Catechesis Promotes Knowledge of the Meaning of the Liturgy and Sacraments 

(CCC 1066-1690; GDC 84-85, 87) 
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A. Paschal Mystery Forms and Transforms The liturgical and sacramental life of the Church 
informs, forms, and transforms us as disciples of Jesus in the world 
II.A.1. Describe how the liturgy and the sacraments strengthen one to live as a disciple of 

Jesus Christ (CCC 1108; CFCL I.A.17) 
II.A.2. Know that participation in the Eucharist is an actual participation in the crucifixion and 

resurrection of Christ (CCC 1068, 1088, 1090, 1104) 
 

B. Sacraments Sacraments are special celebrations of God’s love for us 
II.B.1. Cite sources in the New Testament that show the sacraments are derived from Jesus’ 

life and mission (CCC 1114-1116) 
II.B.2. Recall that Confirmation is the sacrament which completes Christian Initiation (CCC 

1285) 
II.B.3. Know that the sacraments are actions of the Church and an integral part of her public 

prayer (CCC 1071, 1140) 
 

C. Liturgical Catechesis We are invited into full, active, and conscious participation in the liturgical 
life of the Church 
II.C.1. Describe the cycle of the liturgical year and how the celebrations relate to everyday 

life (CCC 1171) 
II.C.2. Explain the reason for the “Sunday Obligation” (CCC 2180-2183) 
 

D. Dimensions of Priesthood:  Baptismal and Ordained Like Jesus, we are called to be priest, 
prophet, and king (CCC 783-786, 871; 1 Pet 2:9) 
II.D.1. Identify examples of the roles of priest, prophet, and king in the lives of the baptized 

and ordained priesthood. (CCC 783-786, 871; 1Pt2:9) 
 
 

III. Catechesis Promotes Moral Formation in Jesus Christ 
(CCC 1691-2557; GDC 84-85, 87) 
 

A. Commandment to Love -The ‘new commandment’ of Jesus, to love one another as he, God, has 
loved us, is one of the defining characteristics of the Christian faith. 
III.A.1. Know that one is able to live the “New Commandment” through the grace of the Holy 

Spirit (CCC 1966)  
III.A.2. Know that the mutual, self-giving love of the Trinity is the model for true Christian 

love (CCC 2331; CFCL I.A.3) 
III.A.3. Know the virtue of charity is the greatest virtue and the foundation for living 

chastity (CCC 1822; CFCL I.A.15, 24) 
III.A.4. Know that the practice of chastity fosters: authentic friendship, generous unselfish 

love, the ability to sacrifice for others and true love of self (CCC 2338-2345; CFCL 
I.A.25) 
 

B. Ten Commandments and Beatitudes The Scriptures, especially in the Ten Commandments and 
the Sermon on the Mount, give us moral guidance 
III.B.1. Compare and contrast the beatitudes as expressed in the “Sermon on the Mount” and 

the “Sermon on the Plain” (Mt 5:1-11; Lk 6:2-26) 
III.B.2. Describe how living the Beatitudes expresses the Christian life of discipleship (CCC 

1716-1717) 
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C. Sin and Grace God’s love can overcome the evil of sin in our world 

III.C.1. Recall that venial sins weaken one’s relationship with God, but mortal sins destroy 
that relationship (CCC 1855; CFCL I.A.27) 

III.C.2. Recall the elements that must be present for a sin to be mortal (CCC 1857) 
III.C.3. Know that grace and the life of virtue help one overcome human weaknesses caused 

by sin (CFCL I.A.17) 
III.C.4. Explain how one’s choices have both personal and social consequences (CCC 1730-

1738, 1740)  
III.C.5. Know that social sin can exist at the local, national, and global levels  
 

D. Conscience Formation The Gospel calls us to ongoing conversion, transforming our ways of 
thinking and living 
III.D.1. Know that virtues help to train the conscience to make good choices (CCC 1834; Phil 

4:8) 
III.D.2. Know that sinful choices weaken one’s conscience making it harder to choose 

correctly (CCC 1865) 
III.D.3. Know that properly forming one’s conscience is a life-long task that needs constant 

prayer, study, and grace (CCC 1783; CFCL I.A.22) 
 

E. Objective Moral Norms The Scriptures and Tradition of the Church teach us about right and 
wrong 
III.E.1. Describe how natural law is foundational to all moral law (CCC 1959) 
III.E.2. Know that a life conformed to Sacred Scripture and the teachings of the Church leads 

to eternal life (CCC 1724) 
III.E.3. Know that moral law must inform one’s conscience (CCC 1783-1785) 
III.E.4. Understand how choosing virtue and avoiding vice enable one to obey moral law 

(CFCL I.A.13) 
 
F. Gospel of Life All life is a gift from God and is to be held sacred 

III.F.1. Know that the mystery of the Incarnation affirms the goodness of creation and the 
dignity of humanity (CCC 461-463) 

III.F.2. Know that human work of every kind is a participation in God’s creative work and 
therefore integral to human dignity (CCC 2427-2428)  

III.F.3. Understand that human dignity is expressed fully when all aspects of one’s life work 
together (physical, social, emotional, intellectual, spiritual) (CCC 901, 2461; CFCL 
I.A.21, 22) 

 
G. Living a Moral Life As disciples of Jesus, we desire to follow him in his attitudes and actions 

III.G.1. Identify the Gifts of the Holy Spirit and how they help one live a moral life (CCC 1830-
1832; Is 11:1-2) 

III.G.2. Identify the Fruits of the Holy Spirit as signs of the Spirit at work in the life of a disciple 
(CCC 1832; Gal 5:  22-23) 

III.G.3. Identify ways to foster chastity: modesty, prayer, respect, and self-control (CFCL 
I.A.24) 

III.G.4. Identify benefits to living a chaste life for the individual and the community (CCC 
2338-2345, 2517-2527; CFCL I.A.25) 
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IV. Catechesis Teaches the Christian How to Pray 

(CCC 2558-2865; GDC 84-85, 87) 
 
A. Christian Prayer Tradition Prayer in all its many forms is a language of love, faith, and hope 

IV.A.1.  Identify the steps in Lectio Divina (CCC 1177, 2708) 
 

B. Personal Prayer The mystery of God’s action in our lives draws us into a deeper relationship and 
a deeper desire to respond in prayer 
IV.B.1. Understand that personal prayer is unique to one’s relationship with God 
IV.B.2. Understand that perseverance in prayer is important (CCC 2730) 
IV.B.3. Know that prayer is essential for living one’s vocation to love (CCC 2656-2657, 2548-

2550) 
IV.B.4. Know that in prayer, God shows us who he created us to be 

 
C. Communal Prayer We share prayer with others, and worship together as the People of God 

IV.C.1. Explain why the “Liturgy of the Hours” is the “prayer of the whole People of God” (CCC 
1175)  

IV.C.2. Describe the role of art and music in communal prayer (CCC 1156-1162)  
 

D. Popular Piety and Devotions Our families and friends share with us ways to grow closer to God 
IV.D.1. Explain how popular piety and devotions support personal and communal prayer (CCC 

1675, 1679) 
IV.D.2. Distinguish between sacraments and sacramentals (CCC 1131, 1677-1678) 

 

V. Catechesis prepares the Christian to live in Community and to participate in the life and mission of 
the Church 
(GDC 84, 86-87) 

 
A. Spiritual Growth Our community life is built on the understanding that humans grow and 

develop physically, mentally, emotionally, and socially as well as spiritually 
V.A.1. Describe how the gifts of the Spirit, given explicitly in the Sacrament of Confirmation, 

foster spiritual growth (CCC 736, 1303, 1316) 
V.A.2. Explain how participation in community supports and sustains spiritual growth (CCC 

2182) 
V.A.3. Know that when we use our freedom to act rightly, and resist temptation, we grow in 

virtue and holiness (CFCL I.A.22) 
 

B. Relationships and Responsibilities In the Gospel, Jesus teaches us that, living together in the 
Kingdom of God, we must grow in understanding, compassion, concern for the least, and mutual 
charity 
V.B.1. Know that a disciple has a responsibility to participate in “social interchange” that 

promotes the common good (CCC 1913-1917) 
V.B.2. Explain how the Eucharist commits us to service of the poor (CCC 1397-98) 

 
C. Marriage and Family Life—Domestic Church Our family life is the church of the home, where 

we learn to love God and care for each other 
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V.C.1. Identify some responsibilities that parents have towards their children and that children 
have toward their parents (CCC 2214-2231) 

V.C.2. Understand why the Church teaches that sexual activity is reserved for marriage (CCC 
2350, 2360-2363, 2390-2391; CFCL I.A.29, 30) 

V.C.3. Explain what is meant by the indissolubility of marriage (CCC 1614-1617) 
 

D. Faith Communities Participation in the life and mission of the Church is both personal and 
communal 
V.D.1. Describe some of the unique characteristics of the Early Church communities (CCC 949-

953; Acts 2:42-47, 4:32-35; 2Thes 3:6-16) 
V.D.2. Examine ways in which adolescents can share in the work of the parish 
V.D.3. Define the term sensus fidei, or “the sense of faith” (CCC 92; Jn 16:13; 1Jn 2:20) 
 

E. Nature and Mission of the Church The Church is the family of God, sent to bring the Good News 
of Jesus to all people 
V.E.1. Identify some of the New Testament stories of the Church’s mission to share the Good 

News  
V.E.2. Know that the role of the Magisterium is to foster unity by expressing the authentic 

teaching of the Catholic Church (CCC 890) 
V.E.3. Know that the life and mission of the Catholic Church is expressed in different Rites (CCC 

814) 
 

F. Ecumenism We share in promoting the unity of all God’s people as part of our fidelity to the 
Gospel 
V.F.1. Know that Christ desires unity for his Church and calls the faithful to work towards it 

(CCC 820-822; Jn 17:20-21) 
 

VI. Catechesis Promotes a Missionary Spirit that Prepares the Faithful to Transform the World 
(GDC 84, 86-87) 

 
A. Evangelization The Sacraments of Initiation both invite and empower us to live as disciples in 

the larger society and in the world 
VI.A.1. Identify what is meant by the “New Evangelization”  
 

B. Vocation/Apostolate Each is called to a particular task in helping to reveal the Kingdom of God 
in the service of God’s plan for the world 
VI.B.1. Know that a personal apostolate is a means of living out the missionary spirit of the 

Church 
VI.B.2. Reflect and describe how a personal apostolate can be lived out in a vocation and/or a 

career 
VI.B.3. Know that all people are called to live chastely (CFCL I.A.20) 
 

C. Social Action and Transformation The Social Teachings of our tradition inspire us to concern 
and to action aimed at the well-being of all humankind 
VI.C.1. Understand that Catholic Social Teaching provides principles for reflection, criteria for 

judgment, and guidelines for action in building the Kingdom of God (CCC 2423) 
VI.C.2. Know that the common good and human dignity are foundational principles for building 

a better world (CCC 1807, 1928-1933) 
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VI.C.3. Identify the seven themes of Catholic Social Teaching (CCC 1943-1948, 2419-2425) 
 

D. Interreligious Dialogue We dialogue and work with people of other faiths, to build 
understanding and to find our common hopes and values for a better world 
VI.D.1. Define the term “monotheism” 
VI.D.2. Identify the three world religions rooted in monotheistic belief (Judaism, Christianity, 

and Islam) (CCC 839-841) 
 
 
*Committee on Education of the United States Catholic Conference. Our Hearts Were Burning Within 
Us:  A Pastoral Plan for Adult Faith Formation in the United States. Washington, DC:  United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops, 1999 
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Essential Standards and COS Alignment: ELA Grades K-8 

Grade Seven: 

Reading - Literature 

Key Ideas and Details RL.1, RL.2, RL.3 

Analyzing Text RL.4, RL.5, RL.6, RL.7, RL.9 

Reading - Informational Text 

Key Ideas and Details RI.1, RI.2, RI.3 

Analyzing Text RI.4, RI.5, RI.6, RI.7, RI.8, RI.9 

Writing 

 Writing - Arguments W.1, W.4, W.5, W.6 

Writing - Informative/Explanatory W.2, W.4, W.5, W.6 

Writing - Narrative W.3, W.4, W.5, W.6 

Research to Build and Present Knowledge W.7, W.8 

Speaking and Listening 

Comprehension and Communication SL.1, SL.2, SL.3 

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas SL.4, SL.5, SL.6 

Language 

Grammar and Usage L.1 

Conventions of standard English (capitalization, 
punctuation, spelling, etc.) 

 L.2 

Knowledge of Language L.3 

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use L.4, L.5, L.6 
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Grade 
Level 

Strand 2010 Standard 2017 Standard Changes and Implications 

6  L.6.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-
appropriate general academic and 
domain-specific words and phrases; 
gather vocabulary knowledge when 
considering a word or phrase important to 
comprehension or expression. 

no change  

7 

R
e

a
d

in
g

 L
it

e
ra

tu
re

 

RL.7.1 Cite several pieces of textual 
evidence to support analysis of what the 
text says explicitly as well as inferences 
drawn from the text. 

no change  

7 RL.7.2 Determine a theme or central idea 
of a text and analyze its development over 
the course of the text; provide an objective 
summary of the text. 

RL.7.2 Analyze literary text 
development.  
a. Determine a theme of a text and 
analyze its development over the course 
of the text. 
b. Incorporate the development of a 
theme and other story details into an 
objective summary of the text. 

This standard has been separated 
into sub-standards to clarify how 
theme should be used in writing an 
objective summary of the story.  
 
A guidance document for this 
standard can be found here 
[hyperlink]. 

7 RL.7.3 Analyze how particular elements of 
a story or drama interact (e.g., create 
mood, how setting shapes the characters 
or plot). 

RL.7.3 Analyze how particular elements of 
a story or drama interact (e.g., how setting 
shapes the characters or plot). 

Added plot to the glossary in order 
to clarify content and/or 
expectations for the standard.  
 

7 RL.7.4 Determine the meaning of words 
and phrases as they are used in a text, 
including figurative and connotative 
meanings; analyze the impact of rhymes 
and other repetitions of sounds (e.g., 
alliteration) on a specific verse or stanza of 
a poem or section of a story or drama. 

RL.7.4 Determine the meaning of words 
and phrases as they are used in a text, 
including figurative and connotative 
meanings; analyze the impact of specific 
language choices, such as sensory 
words or phrases, on meaning and tone, 
including rhymes and other repetitions of 
sounds (e.g., alliteration) on a specific 
verse or stanza of a poem or section of a 
story or drama. 

Language to scaffold the student to 
determining mood in grade 8 was 
added to this standard.  
 

7 RL.7.5 Analyze how a drama’s or poem’s 
form or structure (e.g., soliloquy, sonnet) 
contributes to its meaning. 

RL.7.5 Analyze how a drama’s or poem’s 
form or structure (e.g., soliloquy, sonnet) 
contributes to its meaning. 

Added soliloquy and sonnet to the 
glossary in order to clarify content 
and/or expectations for the 
standard. 
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Grade 
Level 

Strand 2010 Standard 2017 Standard Changes and Implications 

7 
R

e
a
d

in
g

 L
it

e
ra

tu
re

 
RL.7.6 Analyze how an author develops 
and contrasts the points of view of 
different characters or narrators in a text. 

RL.7.6 Analyze how an author uses the 
point of view to develop and contrast the 
perspectives of different characters or 
narrators in a text. 

This standard now clearly shows 
that point of view is not developed; 
rather, it is used to develop the 
perspectives represented in the text. 

7 RL.7.7 Compare and contrast a written 
story, drama, or poem to its audio, filmed, 
staged, or multimedia version, analyzing 
the effects of techniques unique to each 
medium (e.g., lighting, sound, color, or 
camera focus and angles in a film). 

no change  

7 RL.7.8 (Not applicable to literature) no change  

7 RL.7.9 Compare and contrast a fictional 
portrayal of a time, place, or character and 
a historical account of the same period as 
a means of understanding how authors of 
fiction use or alter history. 

no change  

7 RL.7.10 By the end of the year, read and 
comprehend literature, including stories, 
dramas, and poems, in the grades 6–8 
text complexity band proficiently, with 
scaffolding as needed at the high end of 
the range. 

RL.7.10 By the end of the year, read and 
comprehend literature, including stories, 
dramas, and poems, in the grades 6–8 text 
complexity band proficiently, with 
scaffolding as needed at the high end of the 
range. Build background knowledge and 
activate prior knowledge in order to 
make text-to-self, text-to-text, and text-
to-world connections that deepen 
understanding of the text. 

The content added to this standard 
allows the educator to draw on a 
student’s previous experience either 
personally or with other texts in 
order to help the student better 
understand the concepts in the texts 
being studied in the classroom.  
 
These skills are derived from 
Reader Response, or Transactional, 
Theory. Articles further describing 
Reader Response can be found 
here [hyperlink to articles on ELA 
webpage]. 

7 

 

RI.7.1 Cite several pieces of textual 
evidence to support analysis of what the 
text says explicitly as well as inferences 
drawn from the text. 

no change  
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Grade 
Level 

Strand 2010 Standard 2017 Standard Changes and Implications 

7 
R

e
a
d

in
g

 I
n

fo
rm

a
ti

o
n

a
l 

RI.7.2 Determine two or more central 
ideas in a text and analyze their 
development over the course of the text; 
provide an objective summary of the text. 

RI.7.2 Analyze informational text 
development. 
a. Determine two or more central ideas 
in a text and analyze their development 
over the course of the text.  
b. Provide an objective summary of the 
text that includes the central ideas and 
their development. 

This standard has been separated 
into sub-standards to clarify how 
ideas from the text should be used 
in writing an objective summary of 
the text.  
 
A guidance document for this 
standard can be found here 
[hyperlink]. 

7 RI.7.3 Analyze the interactions between 
individuals, events, and ideas in a text 
(e.g., how ideas influence individuals or 
events, or how individuals influence ideas 
or events). 

no change  

7 RI.7.4 Determine the meaning of words 
and phrases as they are used in a text, 
including figurative, connotative, and 
technical meanings; analyze the impact of 
a specific word choice on meaning and 
tone. 

no change  

7 RI.7.5 Analyze the structure an author 
uses to organize a text, including how the 
major sections contribute to the whole and 
to the development of the ideas. 

no change  

7 RI.7.6 Determine an author’s point of view 
or purpose in a text and analyze how the 
author distinguishes his or her position 
from that of others. 

RI.7.6 Determine an author’s perspective 
or purpose in a text and analyze how the 
author distinguishes his or her position from 
that of others. 

Perspective now replaces point of 
view in all Reading Informational 
standards. Both terms were added 
to glossary in order to clarify content 
and/or expectations for the 
standard. 

7 RI.7.7 Compare and contrast a text to an 
audio, video, or multimedia version of the 
text, analyzing each medium’s portrayal of 
the subject (e.g., how the delivery of a 
speech affects the impact of the words). 

no change  
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Grade 
Level 

Strand 2010 Standard 2017 Standard Changes and Implications 

7 
R

e
a
d

in
g

 I
n

fo
rm

a
ti

o
n

a
l 

RI.7.8 Trace and evaluate the argument 
and specific claims in a text, assessing 
whether the reasoning is sound and the 
evidence is relevant and sufficient to 
support the claims. 

RI.7.8 Trace and evaluate the argument 
and specific claims in a text, assessing 
whether the reasoning is sound and the 
evidence is relevant and sufficient to 
support the claims. 

Added assess to the glossary in 
order to clarify content and/or 
expectations for the standard. 

7 RI.7.9 Analyze how two or more authors 
writing about the same topic shape their 
presentations of key information by 
emphasizing different evidence or 
advancing different interpretations of facts. 

no change  

7 RI.7.10 By the end of the year, read and 
comprehend literary nonfiction in the 
grades 6–8 text complexity band 
proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at 
the high end of the range. 

RI.7.10 By the end of the year, read and 
comprehend literary nonfiction in the 
grades 6–8 text complexity band 
proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at 
the high end of the range. 

Added scaffolding to the glossary in 
order to clarify content and/or 
expectations for the standard. 

7 

W
ri

ti
n

g
 

W.7.1 Write arguments to support claims 
with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 
a. Introduce claim(s), acknowledge 
alternate or opposing claims, and organize 
the reasons and evidence logically. 
b. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning 
and relevant evidence, using accurate, 
credible sources and demonstrating an 
understanding of the topic or text. 
c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to 
create cohesion and clarify the 
relationships among claim(s), reasons, 
and evidence. 
d. Establish and maintain a formal style. 
e. Provide a concluding statement or 
section that follows from and supports the 
argument presented. 

W.7.1 Write arguments to support claims 
with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 
a. Establish a thesis statement to 
present an argument. 
b. Introduce claim(s), acknowledge 
alternate or opposing claims, and organize 
the reasons and evidence logically. 
c. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning 
and relevant evidence, using accurate, 
credible sources and demonstrating an 
understanding of the topic or text. 
d. Use words, phrases, and clauses to 
create cohesion and clarify the 
relationships among claim(s), reasons, and 
evidence. 
e. Establish and maintain a formal style. 
f. Provide a concluding statement or 
section that follows from and supports the 
argument presented. 

Students are now expected to start 
their argumentative writing with a 
guiding thesis statement.  
 
Added argument to the glossary in 
order to clarify content and/or 
expectations for the standard.  
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Grade 
Level 

Strand 2010 Standard 2017 Standard Changes and Implications 

7 
W

ri
ti

n
g

 
W.7.2 Write informative/explanatory texts 
to examine a topic and convey ideas, 
concepts, and information through the 
selection, organization, and analysis of 
relevant content. 
a. Introduce a topic clearly, previewing 
what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, 
and information, using strategies such as 
definition, classification, 
comparison/contrast, and cause/ effect; 
include formatting (e.g., headings), 
graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and 
multimedia when useful to aiding 
comprehension. 
b. Develop the topic with relevant facts, 
definitions, concrete details, quotations, or 
other information and examples. 
c. Use appropriate transitions to create 
cohesion and clarify the relationships 
among ideas and concepts. 
d. Use precise language and domain-
specific vocabulary to inform about or 
explain the topic. 
e. Establish and maintain a formal style. 
f. Provide a concluding statement or 
section that follows from and supports the 
information or explanation presented. 

W.7.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to 
examine a topic and convey ideas, 
concepts, and information through the 
selection, organization, and analysis of 
relevant content. 
a. Establish a thesis statement to 
present information.  
b. Introduce a topic clearly, previewing 
what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, 
and information, using strategies such as 
definition, classification, 
comparison/contrast, and cause/ effect; 
include formatting (e.g., headings), 
graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and 
multimedia to aid comprehension, if 
needed. 
c. Develop the topic with relevant facts, 
definitions, concrete details, quotations, or 
other information and examples. 
d. Use appropriate transitions to create 
cohesion and clarify the relationships 
among ideas and concepts. 
e. Use precise language and domain-
specific vocabulary to inform about or 
explain the topic. 
f. Establish and maintain a formal style. 
g. Provide a concluding statement or 
section that follows from and supports the 
information or explanation presented. 

Students are now expected to start 
their informative/explanatory writing 
with a guiding thesis statement.  
 
Tech edit; phrasing 
 
The expectations for substandard b. 
remain the same. 
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Grade 
Level 

Strand 2010 Standard 2017 Standard Changes and Implications 

7 
W

ri
ti

n
g

 
W.7.3 Write narratives to develop real or 
imagined experiences or events using 
effective technique, relevant descriptive 
details, and well-structured event 
sequences. 
a. Engage and orient the reader by 
establishing a context and point of view 
and introducing a narrator and/or 
characters; organize an event sequence 
that unfolds naturally and logically. 
b. Use narrative techniques, such as 
dialogue, pacing, and description, to 
develop experiences, events, and/or 
characters. 
c. Use a variety of transition words, 
phrases, and clauses to convey sequence 
and signal shifts from one time frame or 
setting to another. 
d. Use precise words and phrases, 
relevant descriptive details, and sensory 
language to capture the action and convey 
experiences and events. 
e. Provide a conclusion that follows from 
and reflects on the narrated experiences 
or events. 

no change  

7 W.7.4 Produce clear and coherent writing 
in which the development, organization, 
and style are appropriate to task, purpose, 
and audience. 

no change  

7 W.7.5 With some guidance and support 
from peers and adults, develop and 
strengthen writing as needed by planning, 
revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new 
approach, focusing on how well purpose 
and audience have been addressed. 

no change  
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Grade 
Level 

Strand 2010 Standard 2017 Standard Changes and Implications 

7 
W

ri
ti

n
g

 
W.7.6 Use technology, including the 
Internet, to produce and publish writing 
and link to and cite sources as well as to 
interact and collaborate with others, 
including linking to and citing sources. 

W.7.6 Use technology, including the 
Internet, to produce and publish writing and 
link to and cite sources, as well as to 
interact and collaborate with others, 
including linking to and citing sources. 

Tech edit; punctuation 
 
The expectations for this standard 
remain the same. 
 

7 W.7.7 Conduct short research projects to 
answer a question, drawing on several 
sources and generating additional related, 
focused questions for further research and 
investigation. 

no change  

7 W.7.8 Gather relevant information from 
multiple print and digital sources, using 
search terms effectively; assess the 
credibility and accuracy of each source; 
and quote or paraphrase the data and 
conclusions of others while avoiding 
plagiarism and following a standard format 
for citation. 

W.7.8 Gather relevant information from 
multiple print and digital sources, using 
search terms effectively; assess the 
credibility and accuracy of each source; 
and quote or paraphrase the data and 
conclusions of others, while avoiding 
plagiarism and following a standard format 
for citation. 

Added plagiarism to the glossary in 
order to clarify content and/or 
expectations for the standard. 

7 W.7.9 Draw evidence from literary or 
informational texts to support analysis, 
reflection, and research. 
a. Apply grade 7 Reading standards to 
literature (e.g., “Compare and contrast a 
fictional portrayal of a time, place, or 
character and a historical account of the 
same period as a means of understanding 
how authors of fiction use or alter history”). 
b. Apply grade 7 Reading standards to 
literary nonfiction (e.g. “Trace and 
evaluate the argument and specific claims 
in a text, assessing whether the reasoning 
is sound and the evidence is relevant and 
sufficient to support the claims”). 

no change  
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Grade 
Level 

Strand 2010 Standard 2017 Standard Changes and Implications 

7  W.7.10 Write routinely over extended time 
frames (time for research, reflection, and 
revision) and shorter time frames (a single 
sitting or a day or two) for a range of 
discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and 
audiences. 

no change  

7 

S
p

e
a

k
in

g
 a

n
d

 L
is

te
n

in
g

 

SL.7.1 Engage effectively in a range of 
collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in 
groups, and teacher-led) with diverse 
partners on grade 7 topics, texts, and 
issues, building on others’ ideas and 
expressing their own clearly. 
a. Come to discussions prepared, having 
read or researched material under study; 
explicitly draw on that preparation by 
referring to evidence on the topic, text, or 
issue to probe and reflect on ideas under 
discussion. 
b. Follow rules for collegial discussions, 
track progress toward specific goals and 
deadlines, and define individual roles as 
needed. 
c. Pose questions that elicit elaboration 
and respond to others’ questions and 
comments with relevant observations and 
ideas that bring the discussion back on 
topic as needed. 
d. Acknowledge new information 
expressed by others and, when warranted, 
modify their own views. 

no change  

7 SL.7.2 Analyze the main ideas and 
supporting details presented in diverse 
media and formats (e.g., visually, 
quantitatively, orally) and explain how the 
ideas clarify a topic, text, or issue under 
study. 

no change  
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Grade 
Level 

Strand 2010 Standard 2017 Standard Changes and Implications 

7 
S

p
e
a

k
in

g
 a

n
d

 L
is

te
n

in
g

 
SL.7.3 Delineate a speaker’s argument 
and specific claims, evaluating the 
soundness of the reasoning and the 
relevance and sufficiency of the evidence. 

no change  

7 SL.7.4 Present claims and findings, 
emphasizing salient points in a focused, 
coherent manner with pertinent 
descriptions, facts, details, and examples; 
use appropriate eye contact, adequate 
volume, and clear pronunciation. 

no change  

7 SL.7.5 Include multimedia components 
and visual displays in presentations to 
clarify claims and findings and emphasize 
salient points. 

no change  

7 SL.7.6 Adapt speech to a variety of 
contexts and tasks, demonstrating 
command of formal English when 
indicated or appropriate. 

no change  

7 

L
a
n

g
u

a
g

e
 

L.7.1 Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard English grammar 
and usage when writing or speaking. 
a. Explain the function of phrases and 
clauses in general and their function in 
specific sentences. 
b. Choose among simple, compound, 
complex, and compound-complex 
sentences to signal differing relationships 
among ideas. 
c. Place phrases and clauses within a 
sentence, recognizing and correcting 
misplaced and dangling modifiers. 

no change  
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Grade 
Level 

Strand 2010 Standard 2017 Standard Changes and Implications 

7 
L

a
n

g
u

a
g

e
 

L.7.2 Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling 
when writing. 
a. Use a comma to separate coordinate 
adjectives (e.g., It was a fascinating, 
enjoyable movie but not He wore an old[,] 
green shirt). 
b. Spell correctly. 

no change  

7 L.7.3 Use knowledge of language and its 
conventions when writing, speaking, 
reading, or listening. 
a. Choose language that expresses ideas 
precisely and concisely, recognizing and 
eliminating wordiness and redundancy. 

L.7.3 Use knowledge of language and its 
conventions when writing, speaking, 
reading, or listening. 
a. Choose language that expresses ideas 
precisely and concisely. 
b. Recognize and eliminate wordiness 
and redundancy. 

This standard revision was an 
organizational change to represent 
outlining conventions. This change 
was made in all pertinent standards 
at all grade levels.  
 
The content and skills expected in 
this standard remain the same. 
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Grade 
Level 

Strand 2010 Standard 2017 Standard Changes and Implications 

7 
L

a
n

g
u

a
g

e
 

L.7.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of 
unknown and multiple-meaning words and 
phrases based on grade 7 reading and 
content, choosing flexibly from a range of 
strategies. 
a. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning 
of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s 
position or function in a sentence) as a 
clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 
b. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek 
or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the 
meaning of a word (e.g., belligerent, 
bellicose, rebel). 
c. Consult general and specialized 
reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, 
glossaries, thesauruses), both print and 
digital, to find the pronunciation of a word 
or determine or clarify its precise meaning 
or its part of speech. 
d. Verify the preliminary determination of 
the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by 
checking the inferred meaning in context 
or in a dictionary). 

L.7.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of 
unknown and multiple-meaning words and 
phrases based on grade 7 reading and 
content, choosing flexibly from a range of 
strategies. 
a. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of 
a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position 
or function in a sentence) as a clue to the 
meaning of a word or phrase. 
b. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek 
or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the 
meaning of a word (e.g., belligerent, 
bellicose, rebel). 
c. Consult general and specialized 
reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, 
glossaries, thesauruses), both print and 
digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or 
determine or clarify its precise meaning or 
its part of speech. 
d. Verify the preliminary determination of 
the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by 
checking the inferred meaning in context or 
in a dictionary). 

Tech edit; style 
 
The expectations for this standard 
remain the same.  
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Grade 
Level 

Strand 2010 Standard 2017 Standard Changes and Implications 

7 
L

a
n

g
u

a
g

e
 

L.7.5 Demonstrate understanding of 
figurative language, word relationships, 
and nuances in word meanings. 
a. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., literary, 
biblical, and mythological allusions) in 
context. 
b. Use the relationship between particular 
words (e.g., synonym/antonym, analogy) 
to better understand each of the words. 
c. Distinguish among the connotations 
(associations) of words with similar 
denotations (definitions) (e.g., refined, 
respectful, polite, diplomatic, 
condescending). 

L.7.5 Demonstrate understanding of 
figurative language, word relationships, and 
nuances in word meanings. 
a. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., literary, 
biblical, and mythological allusions) in 
context. 
b. Use the relationship between particular 
words (e.g., synonym/antonym, analogy) to 
better understand each of the words. 
c. Distinguish among the connotations 
(associations) of words with similar 
denotations (definitions) (e.g., refined, 
respectful, polite, diplomatic, 
condescending). 

Added nuance to the glossary in 
order to clarify content and/or 
expectations for the standard. 

7 L.7.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-
appropriate general academic and 
domain-specific words and phrases; 
gather vocabulary knowledge when 
considering a word or phrase important to 
comprehension or expression. 

no change  

8 

R
e

a
d

in
g

 L
it

e
ra

tu
re

 

RL.8.1 Cite the textual evidence that most 
strongly supports an analysis of what the 
text says explicitly as well as inferences 
drawn from the text. 

no change  

8 RL.8.2 Determine a theme or central idea 
of a text and analyze its development over 
the course of the text, including its 
relationship to the characters, setting, and 
plot; provide an objective summary of the 
text. 

RL.8.2 Analyze literary text 
development. 
a. Determine a theme of a text and 
analyze its development over the course 
of the text, including its relationship to 
the characters, setting, and plot. 
b. Incorporate a theme and its 
relationship to other story elements into 
an objective summary of the text. 

This standard has been separated 
into sub-standards to clarify how 
theme should be used in writing an 
objective summary of the story.  
 
A guidance document for this 
standard can be found here 
[hyperlink]. 

Page 20



 

2013 ELA Course of Study  

COLLEGE AND CAREER READINESS ANCHOR STANDARDS FOR 

READING (6-12 STANDARDS) 
The grades 6–12 standards on the following pages define what students should understand and be able to do by 
the end of each grade. They correspond to the College and Career Readiness (CCR) anchor standards below by 
number. The CCR and grade-specific standards are necessary complements—the former providing broad 
standards, the latter providing additional specificity—that together define the skills and understandings that all 
students must demonstrate. 
 

Key Ideas and Details  

1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific 

textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text. 

2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting 

details and ideas. 

3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text. 

Craft and Structure 

4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and 

figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone. 

5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text 

(e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the whole. 

6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text. 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse formats and media, including visually and quantitatively, 

as well as in words.
9
 

8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as 

well as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence.  

9. Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare 

the approaches the authors take.   

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity  

10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently.
 

 

                                                      
9
 Please see “Research to Build Knowledge” in Writing and “Comprehension and Collaboration” in Speaking and Listening for additional standards relevant to gathering, assessing, 

and applying information from print and digital sources. 

Note on range and content of student 

reading 

To become college and career ready, 

students must grapple with works of 

exceptional craft and thought whose range 

extends across genres, cultures, and 

centuries. Such works offer profound insights 

into the human condition and serve as 

models for students’ own thinking and writing. 

Along with high-quality contemporary works, 

these texts should be chosen from among 

seminal U.S. documents, the classics of 

American literature, and the timeless dramas 

of Shakespeare. Through wide and deep 

reading of literature and literary nonfiction of 

steadily increasing sophistication, students 

gain a reservoir of literary and cultural 

knowledge, references, and images; the 

ability to evaluate intricate arguments; and 

the capacity to surmount the challenges 

posed by complex texts. 
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Reading Standards for Literature 6–12 
The following standards offer a focus for instruction each year and help ensure that students gain adequate exposure to a range of texts and tasks. Rigor is also 
infused through the requirement that students read increasingly complex texts through the grades. Students advancing through the grades are expected to meet 
each year’s grade-specific standards and retain or further develop skills and understandings mastered in preceding grades. 

Grade 6 students: Grade 7 students: Grade 8 students: 
Key Ideas and Details 
1. Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text 

says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 
1. Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support 

analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text. 

1. Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an 
analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text. 

2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is 
conveyed through particular details; provide a summary 
of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments. 

2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze 
its development over the course of the text; provide an 
objective summary of the text. 

2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze 
its development over the course of the text, including its 
relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide 
an objective summary of the text. 

3. Describe how a particular story’s or drama’s plot unfolds 
in a series of episodes as well as how the characters 
respond or change as the plot moves toward a 
resolution. 

3. Analyze how particular elements of a story or drama 
interact (e.g., how setting shapes the characters or plot). 

3. Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a 
story or drama propel the action, reveal aspects of a 
character, or provoke a decision. 

Craft and Structure 
4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they 

are used in a text, including figurative and connotative 
meanings; analyze the impact of a specific word choice 
on meaning and tone. 

4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they 
are used in a text, including figurative and connotative 
meanings; analyze the impact of rhymes and other 
repetitions of sounds (e.g., alliteration) on a specific 
verse or stanza of a poem or section of a story or 
drama.  

4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they 
are used in a text, including figurative and connotative 
meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices 
on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to 
other texts. 

5. Analyze how a particular sentence, chapter, scene, 
stanza, or Bible verse fits into the overall structure of a 

text and contributes to the development of the theme, 
setting, or plot. 

5. Analyze how a drama’s or poem’s form or structure 
(e.g., soliloquy, sonnet, psalm) contributes to its 

meaning. 

5. Compare and contrast the structure of two or more texts 
(e.g. the Gospels) and analyze how the differing 
structure of each text contributes to its meaning and 
style. 

6. Explain how an author develops the point of view of the 
narrator or speaker in a text. 

6. Analyze how an author develops and contrasts the 
points of view of different characters or narrators in a 
text. 

6. Analyze how differences in the points of view of the 
characters and the audience or reader (e.g., created 
through the use of dramatic irony) create such effects as 
suspense or humor. 
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Grade 6 students: Grade 7 students: Grade 8 students: 
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
7. Compare and contrast the experience of reading a Bible 

story, story, drama, or poem to listening to or viewing an 
audio, video, or live version of the text, including 
contrasting what they “see” and “hear” when reading the 
text to what they perceive when they listen or watch. 

7. Compare and contrast a written story, drama, or poem 
to its audio, filmed, staged, or multimedia version, 
analyzing the effects of techniques unique to each 
medium (e.g., lighting, sound, color, or camera focus 
and angles in a film).  

7. Analyze the extent to which a filmed or live production of 
a story or drama stays faithful to or departs from the text 
or script, evaluating the choices made by the director or 
actors. 

8. (Not applicable to literature) 8. (Not applicable to literature) 8. (Not applicable to literature) 
9. Compare and contrast texts in different forms or genres 

(e.g., stories and poems; historical novels, fantasy 
stories, Scripture and other Catholic works,) in terms of 
their approaches to similar themes and topics. 

9. Compare and contrast a fictional portrayal of a time, 
place, or character and a historical account of the same 
period as a means of understanding how authors of 
fiction use or alter history. 

9. Analyze how a modern work of fiction draws on themes, 
patterns of events, or character types from myths, 
traditional stories, or religious works such as the Bible, 
including describing how the material is rendered new.  

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 
10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, 

including Scripture, stories, dramas, and poems, in the 
grades 6–8 text complexity band proficiently, with 
scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. 

10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, 
including Scripture, stories, dramas, and poems, in the 
grades 6–8 text complexity band proficiently, with 
scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. 

10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, 
including Scripture, stories, dramas, and poems, at the 
high end of grades 6–8 text complexity band 
independently and proficiently. 
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Reading Standards for Informational Text 6–12 

Grade 6 students: Grade 7 students: Grade 8 students: 

Key Ideas and Details 
1. Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the 

text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the 
text. 

1. Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support 
analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text. 

1. Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an 
analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text. 

2. Determine a central idea of a text and how it is 
conveyed through particular details; provide a summary 
of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments. 

2. Determine two or more central ideas in a text and 
analyze their development over the course of the text; 
provide an objective summary of the text. 

2. Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its 
development over the course of the text, including its 
relationship to supporting ideas; provide an objective 
summary of the text. 

3. Analyze in detail how a key individual, event, or idea is 
introduced, illustrated, and elaborated in a text (e.g., 
through examples or anecdotes). 

3. Analyze the interactions between individuals, events, 
and ideas in a text (e.g., how ideas influence individuals 
or events, or how individuals influence ideas or events). 

3. Analyze how a text makes connections among and 
distinctions between individuals, ideas, or events (e.g., 
through comparisons, analogies, or categories). 

Craft and Structure 
4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they 

are used in a text (including Scripture and other 
Catholic works) including figurative, connotative, and 
technical meanings. 

4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they 
are used in a text (including Scripture and other 
Catholic works), including figurative, connotative, and 
technical meanings; analyze the impact of a specific 
word choice on meaning and tone. 

4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they 
are used in a text (including Scripture and other 
Catholic works), including figurative, connotative, and 
technical meanings; analyze the impact of specific word 
choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or 
allusions to other texts. 

5. Analyze how a particular sentence, paragraph, verse, 

chapter, or section fits into the overall structure of a text 
(including Scripture and other Catholic works) and 
contributes to the development of the ideas. 

5. Analyze the structure an author uses to organize a text, 
including how the major sections contribute to the whole 
and to the development of the ideas. 

5. Analyze in detail the structure of a specific paragraph in 
a text, including the role of particular sentences in 
developing and refining a key concept. 

6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text 
and explain how it is conveyed in the text. 

6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text 
and analyze how the author distinguishes his or her 
position from that of others. 

6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text 
and analyze how the author acknowledges and 
responds to conflicting evidence or viewpoints.  
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Grade 6 students: Grade 7 students: Grade 8 students: 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
7. Integrate information presented in different media or 

formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words 
to develop a coherent understanding of a topic or issue. 

7. Compare and contrast a text to an audio, video, or 
multimedia version of the text, analyzing each medium’s 
portrayal of the subject (e.g., how the delivery of a 
speech affects the impact of the words). 

7. Evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of using 
different mediums (e.g., print or digital text, video, 
multimedia) to present a particular topic or idea. 

8. Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in 
a text, distinguishing claims that are supported by 
reasons and evidence from claims that are not. 

8. Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in 
a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and 
the evidence is relevant and sufficient to support the 
claims. 

8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific 
claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is 
sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; 
recognize when irrelevant evidence is introduced. 

9. Compare and contrast one author’s presentation of 
events with that of another (e.g., a memoir written by 
and a biography on the same person). 

9. Analyze how two or more authors writing about the 
same topic shape their presentations of key information 
by emphasizing different evidence or advancing 
different interpretations of facts. 

9. Analyze a case in which two or more texts provide 
conflicting information on the same topic and identify 
where the texts disagree on matters of fact or 
interpretation. 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 
10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary 

nonfiction (including Scripture and other Catholic works) 
in the grades 6–8 text complexity band proficiently, with 
scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. 

10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary 
nonfiction (including Scripture and other Catholic works) 
in the grades 6–8 text complexity band proficiently, with 
scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. 

10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary 
nonfiction (including Scripture and other Catholic works) 
at the high end of the grades 6–8 text complexity band 
independently and proficiently. 
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College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for 
Writing (6-12 Standards) 
The grades 6–12 standards on the following pages define what students should understand and be able to 
do by the end of each grade. They correspond to the College and Career Readiness (CCR) anchor 
standards below by number. The CCR and grade-specific standards are necessary complements—the 
former providing broad standards, the latter providing additional specificity—that together define the skills 
and understandings that all students must demonstrate. 
 

Text Types and Purposes10 

1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and 

relevant and sufficient evidence. 

2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and information clearly and 

accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. 

3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-chosen 

details, and well-structured event sequences. 

Production and Distribution of Writing 
4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, 

purpose, and audience. 

5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach. 

6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to interact and collaborate with 

others. 

Research to Build and Present Knowledge 
7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused questions, demonstrating 

understanding of the subject under investigation. 

8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the credibility and accuracy of 

each source, and integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism. 

9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

Range of Writing 
10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames 

(a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.
  

 

                                                      
10

 These broad types of writing include many subgenres.   

Note on range and content of student 

writing 

For students, writing is a key means of 

asserting and defending claims, showing 

what they know about a subject, and 

conveying what they have experienced, 

imagined, thought, and felt. To be college- 

and career-ready writers, students must take 

task, purpose, and audience into careful 

consideration, choosing words, information, 

structures, and formats deliberately. They 

need to know how to combine elements of 

different kinds of writing—for example, to use 

narrative strategies within argument and 

explanation within narrative—to produce 

complex and nuanced writing. They need to 

be able to use technology strategically when 

creating, refining, and collaborating on 

writing. They have to become adept at 

gathering information, evaluating sources, 

and citing material accurately, reporting 

findings from their research and analysis of 

sources in a clear and cogent manner. They 

must have the flexibility, concentration, and 

fluency to produce high-quality first-draft text 

under a tight deadline as well as the capacity 

to revisit and make improvements to a piece 

of writing over multiple drafts when 

circumstances encourage or require it. 
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Writing Standards 6–12 

The following standards for grades 6–12 offer a focus for instruction each year to help ensure that students gain adequate mastery of a range of skills and 
applications. Each year in their writing, students should demonstrate increasing sophistication in all aspects of language use, from vocabulary and syntax to the 
development and organization of ideas, and they should address increasingly demanding content and sources. Students advancing through the grades are 
expected to meet each year’s grade-specific standards and retain or further develop skills and understandings mastered in preceding grades. The expected growth 
in student writing ability is reflected both in the standards themselves and in the collection of annotated student writing samples in Appendix C of the Common 
Core State Standards. 

Grade 6 students: Grade 7 students: Grade 8 students: 

Text Types and Purposes 
1. Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons 

and relevant evidence. 
a. Introduce claim(s) and organize the reasons and 

evidence clearly. 
b. Support claim(s) with clear reasons and relevant 

evidence, using credible sources and 
demonstrating an understanding of the topic or 
text. 

c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to clarify the 
relationships among claim(s) and reasons. 

d. Establish and maintain a formal style. 
e. Provide a concluding statement or section that 

follows from the argument presented. 

1. Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons 
and relevant evidence. 
a. Introduce claim(s), acknowledge alternate or 

opposing claims, and organize the reasons and 
evidence logically.  

b. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and 
relevant evidence, using accurate, credible sources 
and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or 
text. 

c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create 
cohesion and clarify the relationships among 
claim(s), reasons, and evidence. 

d. Establish and maintain a formal style. 
e. Provide a concluding statement or section that 

follows from and supports the argument presented. 

1. Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons 
and relevant evidence. 
a. Introduce claim(s), acknowledge and distinguish 

the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and 
organize the reasons and evidence logically. 

b. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and 
relevant evidence, using accurate, credible sources 
and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or 
text. 

c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create 
cohesion and clarify the relationships among 
claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 

d. Establish and maintain a formal style. 
e. Provide a concluding statement or section that 

follows from and supports the argument presented. 
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Grade 6 students: Grade 7 students: Grade 8 students: 
2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic 

and convey ideas, concepts, and information through 
the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant 
content. 
a. Introduce a topic; organize ideas, concepts, and 

information, using strategies such as definition, 
classification, comparison/contrast, and 
cause/effect; include formatting (e.g., headings), 
graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and multimedia 
when useful to aiding comprehension. 

b. Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, 
concrete details, quotations, or other information 
and examples. 

c. Use appropriate transitions to clarify the 
relationships among ideas and concepts. 

d. Use precise language and domain-specific 
vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 

e. Establish and maintain a formal style. 
f. Provide a concluding statement or section that 

follows from the information or explanation 
presented. 

2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic 
and convey ideas, concepts, and information through 
the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant 
content. 
a. Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to 

follow; organize ideas, concepts, and information, 
using strategies such as definition, classification, 
comparison/contrast, and cause/effect; include 
formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., charts, 
tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding 
comprehension. 

b. Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, 
concrete details, quotations, or other information 
and examples. 

c. Use appropriate transitions to create cohesion and 
clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts. 

d. Use precise language and domain-specific 
vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 

e. Establish and maintain a formal style. 
f. Provide a concluding statement or section that 

follows from and supports the information or 
explanation presented. 

2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic 
and convey ideas, concepts, and information through 
the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant 
content. 
a. Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to 

follow; organize ideas, concepts, and information 
into broader categories; include formatting (e.g., 
headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and 
multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 

b. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, 
definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other 
information and examples. 

c. Use appropriate and varied transitions to create 
cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas 
and concepts. 

d. Use precise language and domain-specific 
vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 

e. Establish and maintain a formal style. 
f. Provide a concluding statement or section that 

follows from and supports the information or 
explanation presented. 

3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined 
experiences or events using effective technique, 
relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event 
sequences. 
a. Engage and orient the reader by establishing a 

context and introducing a narrator and/or 
characters; organize an event sequence that 
unfolds naturally and logically. 

b. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, 
pacing, and description, to develop experiences, 
events, and/or characters. 

c. Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and 
clauses to convey sequence and signal shifts from 
one time frame or setting to another. 

d. Use precise words and phrases, relevant 
descriptive details, and sensory language to 
convey experiences and events. 

e. Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated 
experiences or events. 

3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined 
experiences or events using effective technique, 
relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event 
sequences. 
a. Engage and orient the reader by establishing a 

context and point of view and introducing a narrator 
and/or characters; organize an event sequence 
that unfolds naturally and logically. 

b. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, 
pacing, and description, to develop experiences, 
events, and/or characters. 

c. Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and 
clauses to convey sequence and signal shifts from 
one time frame or setting to another. 

d. Use precise words and phrases, relevant 
descriptive details, and sensory language to 
capture the action and convey experiences and 
events. 

e. Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects 
on the narrated experiences or events. 

3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined 
experiences or events using effective technique, 
relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event 
sequences. 
a. Engage and orient the reader by establishing a 

context and point of view and introducing a narrator 
and/or characters; organize an event sequence 
that unfolds naturally and logically. 

b. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, 
pacing, description, and reflection, to develop 
experiences, events, and/or characters.  

c. Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and 
clauses to convey sequence, signal shifts from one 
time frame or setting to another, and show the 
relationships among experiences and events. 

d. Use precise words and phrases, relevant 
descriptive details, and sensory language to 
capture the action and convey experiences and 
events. 

e. Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects 
on the narrated experiences or events. 

Page 28



 

2013 ELA Course of Study   

Grade 6 students: Grade 7 students: Grade 8 students: 

Production and Distribution of Writing 
4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the 

development, organization, and style are appropriate to 
task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific 
expectations for writing types are defined in standards 
1–3 above.) 

4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the 
development, organization, and style are appropriate to 
task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific 
expectations for writing types are defined in standards 
1–3 above.) 

4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the 
development, organization, and style are appropriate to 
task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific 
expectations for writing types are defined in standards 
1–3 above.) 

5. With some guidance and support from peers and 
adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by 
planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new 
approach. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate 
command of Language standards 1–3 up to and 
including grade 6 on page 65.) 

5. With some guidance and support from peers and 
adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by 
planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new 
approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience 
have been addressed. (Editing for conventions should 
demonstrate command of Language standards 1–3 up 
to and including grade 7 on page 65.) 

5. With some guidance and support from peers and 
adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by 
planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new 
approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience 
have been addressed. (Editing for conventions should 
demonstrate command of Language standards 1–3 up 
to and including grade 8 on page 65.) 

6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and 
publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate 
with others; demonstrate sufficient command of 
keyboarding skills to type a minimum of three pages in 
a single sitting. 

6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and 
publish writing and link to and cite sources as well as to 
interact and collaborate with others, including linking to 
and citing sources.  

6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and 
publish writing and present the relationships between 
information and ideas efficiently as well as to interact 
and collaborate with others. 
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Grade 6 students: Grade 7 students: Grade 8 students: 

Research to Build and Present Knowledge 
7. Conduct short research projects to answer a 

question, drawing on several sources and 
refocusing the inquiry when appropriate. 

7. Conduct short research projects to answer a 
question, drawing on several sources and 
generating additional related, focused questions 
for further research and investigation. 

7. Conduct short research projects to answer a 
question (including a self-generated question), 
drawing on several sources and generating 
additional related, focused questions that allow for 
multiple avenues of exploration. 

8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and 
digital sources; assess the credibility of each 
source; and quote or paraphrase the data and 
conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism 
and providing basic bibliographic information for 
sources. 

8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and 
digital sources, using search terms effectively; 
assess the credibility and accuracy of each 
source; and quote or paraphrase the data and 
conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism 
and following a standard format for citation. 

8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and 
digital sources, using search terms effectively; 
assess the credibility and accuracy of each 
source; and quote or paraphrase the data and 
conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism 
and following a standard format for citation. 

9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts 
to support analysis, reflection, and research. 
a. Apply grade 6 Reading standards to literature 

(e.g., “Compare and contrast texts in different 
forms or genres [e.g., stories and poems; 
historical novels and fantasy stories] in terms 
of their approaches to similar themes and 
topics”). 

b. Apply grade 6 Reading standards to literary 
nonfiction (e.g., “Trace and evaluate the 
argument and specific claims in a text, 
distinguishing claims that are supported by 
reasons and evidence from claims that are 
not”). 

9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts 
to support analysis, reflection, and research. 
a. Apply grade 7 Reading standards to literature 

(e.g., “Compare and contrast a fictional 
portrayal of a time, place, or character and a 
historical account of the same period as a 
means of understanding how authors of fiction 
use or alter history”). 

b. Apply grade 7 Reading standards to literary 
nonfiction (e.g. “Trace and evaluate the 
argument and specific claims in a text, 
assessing whether the reasoning is sound 
and the evidence is relevant and sufficient to 
support the claims”). 

9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts 
to support analysis, reflection, and research. 
a. Apply grade 8 Reading standards to literature 

(e.g., “Analyze how a modern work of fiction 
draws on themes, patterns of events, or 
character types from myths, traditional stories, 
or religious works such as the Bible, including 
describing how the material is rendered new”). 

b. Apply grade 8 Reading standards to literary 
nonfiction (e.g., “Delineate and evaluate the 
argument and specific claims in a text, 
assessing whether the reasoning is sound 
and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; 
recognize when irrelevant evidence is 
introduced”). 

Range of Writing  

10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time 
for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter 
time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a 
range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and 
audiences. 

10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time 
for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter 
time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a 
range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and 
audiences. 

10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time 
for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter 
time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a 
range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and 
audiences. 
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College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for 
Speaking and Listening (6-12 Standards) 
 
The grades 6–12 standards on the following pages define what students should understand and be able to do by 
the end of each grade. They correspond to the College and Career Readiness (CCR) anchor standards below by 
number. The CCR and grade-specific standards are necessary complements—the former providing broad 
standards, the latter providing additional specificity—that together define the skills and understandings that all 
students must demonstrate. 
 

Comprehension and Collaboration 
1. Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, 

building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 

2. Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, 

and orally.  

3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric. 

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 
4. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning 

and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

5. Make strategic use of digital media and visual displays of data to express information and enhance 

understanding of presentations. 

6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, demonstrating command of formal English 

when indicated or appropriate. 

 

Note on range and content of student 

speaking and listening 

To become college and career ready, students 

must have ample opportunities to take part in a 

variety of rich, structured conversations—as 

part of a whole class, in small groups, and with 

a partner—built around important content in 

various domains. They must be able to 

contribute appropriately to these conversations, 

to make comparisons and contrasts, and to 

analyze and synthesize a multitude of ideas in 

accordance with the standards of evidence 

appropriate to a particular discipline. Whatever 

their intended major or profession, high school 

graduates will depend heavily on their ability to 

listen attentively to others so that they are able 

to build on others’ meritorious ideas while 

expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 

 

New technologies have broadened and 

expanded the role that speaking and listening 

play in acquiring and sharing knowledge and 

have tightened their link to other forms of 

communication. The Internet has accelerated 

the speed at which connections between 

speaking, listening, reading, and writing can be 

made, requiring that students be ready to use 

these modalities nearly simultaneously. 

Technology itself is changing quickly, creating a 

new urgency for students to be adaptable in 

response to change. 
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Speaking and Listening Standards 6–12 

The following standards for grades 6–12 offer a focus for instruction in each year to help ensure that students gain adequate mastery of a range of skills and 
applications. Students advancing through the grades are expected to meet each year’s grade-specific standards and retain or further develop skills and 
understandings mastered in preceding grades. 
 

Grade 6 students: Grade 7 students: Grade 8 students: 

Comprehension and Collaboration 
1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative 

discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) 
with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts, and 
issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their 
own clearly. 
a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or 

studied required material; explicitly draw on that 
preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, 
text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under 
discussion. 

b. Follow rules for collegial discussions, set specific 
goals and deadlines, and define individual roles as 
needed. 

c. Pose and respond to specific questions with 
elaboration and detail by making comments that 
contribute to the topic, text, or issue under 
discussion. 

d. Review the key ideas expressed and demonstrate 
understanding of multiple perspectives through 
reflection and paraphrasing.  

1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative 
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) 
with diverse partners on grade 7 topics, texts, and 
issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their 
own clearly. 
a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or 

researched material under study; explicitly draw on 
that preparation by referring to evidence on the 
topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas 
under discussion. 

b. Follow rules for collegial discussions, track 
progress toward specific goals and deadlines, and 
define individual roles as needed. 

c. Pose questions that elicit elaboration and respond 
to others’ questions and comments with relevant 
observations and ideas that bring the discussion 
back on topic as needed. 

d. Acknowledge new information expressed by others 
and, when warranted, modify their own views. 

1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative 
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) 
with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and 
issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their 
own clearly. 
a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or 

researched material under study; explicitly draw on 
that preparation by referring to evidence on the 
topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas 
under discussion. 

b. Follow rules for collegial discussions and decision-
making, track progress toward specific goals and 
deadlines, and define individual roles as needed. 

c. Pose questions that connect the ideas of several 
speakers and respond to others’ questions and 
comments with relevant evidence, observations, 
and ideas. 

d. Acknowledge new information expressed by 
others, and, when warranted, qualify or justify their 
own views in light of the evidence presented. 

2. Interpret information presented in diverse media and 
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and explain 
how it contributes to a topic, text, or issue under study. 

2. Analyze the main ideas and supporting details 
presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, 
quantitatively, orally) and explain how the ideas clarify a 
topic, text, or issue under study. 

2. Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse 
media and formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) 
and evaluate the motives (e.g., social, commercial, 
political) behind its presentation. 

3. Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, 
distinguishing claims that are supported by reasons and 
evidence from claims that are not. 

3. Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, 
evaluating the soundness of the reasoning and the 
relevance and sufficiency of the evidence. 

3. Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, 
evaluating the soundness of the reasoning and 
relevance and sufficiency of the evidence and 
identifying when irrelevant evidence is introduced.  
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Grade 6 students: Grade 7 students: Grade 8 students: 

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 
4. Present claims and findings from a Catholic 

perspective, sequencing ideas logically and using 
pertinent descriptions, facts, and details to accentuate 
main ideas or themes; use appropriate eye contact, 
adequate volume, and clear pronunciation. 

4. Present claims and findings from a Catholic 
perspective, emphasizing salient points in a focused, 
coherent manner with pertinent descriptions, facts, 
details, and examples; use appropriate eye contact, 
adequate volume, and clear pronunciation. 

4. Present claims and findings from a Catholic 
perspective, emphasizing salient points in a focused, 
coherent manner with relevant evidence, sound valid 
reasoning, and well-chosen details; use appropriate eye 
contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation. 

5. Include multimedia components (e.g., graphics, images, 
music, sound) and visual displays in presentations to 
clarify information. 

5. Include multimedia components and visual displays in 
presentations to clarify claims and findings and 
emphasize salient points. 

5. Integrate multimedia and visual displays into 
presentations to clarify information, strengthen claims 
and evidence, and add interest. 

6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, 
demonstrating command of formal English when 
indicated or appropriate. (See grade 6 Language 
standards 1 and 3 on page 65 for specific 
expectations.) 

6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, 
demonstrating command of formal English when 
indicated or appropriate. (See grade 7 Language 
standards 1 and 3 on page 65 for specific 
expectations.) 

6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, 
demonstrating command of formal English when 
indicated or appropriate. (See grade 8 Language 
standards 1 and 3 on page 65 for specific 
expectations.) 
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College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for 
Language (6-12 Standards) 
The grades 6–12 standards on the following pages define what students should understand and be able to do by 
the end of each grade. They correspond to the College and Career Readiness (CCR) anchor standards below by 
number. The CCR and grade-specific standards are necessary complements—the former providing broad 
standards, the latter providing additional specificity—that together define the skills and understandings that all 
students must demonstrate. 
 

Conventions of Standard English 

1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or 

speaking. 

2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when 

writing. 

Knowledge of Language 
3. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to make effective 

choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening. 

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 
4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases by using context 

clues, analyzing meaningful word parts, and consulting general and specialized reference materials, as 

appropriate. 

5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 

6. Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient 

for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate 

independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to 

comprehension or expression. 

 

Note on range and content of student 

language use 

To be college and career ready in language, 

students must have firm control over the 

conventions of standard English. At the same 

time, they must come to appreciate that 

language is as at least as much a matter of 

craft as of rules and be able to choose words, 

syntax, and punctuation to express 

themselves and achieve particular functions 

and rhetorical effects. They must also have 

extensive vocabularies, built through reading 

and study, enabling them to comprehend 

complex texts and engage in purposeful 

writing about and conversations around 

content. They need to become skilled in 

determining or clarifying the meaning of 

words and phrases they encounter, choosing 

flexibly from an array of strategies to aid 

them. They must learn to see an individual 

word as part of a network of other words—

words, for example, that have similar 

denotations but different connotations. The 

inclusion of Language standards in their own 

strand should not be taken as an indication 

that skills related to conventions, effective 

language use, and vocabulary are 

unimportant to reading, writing, speaking, 

and listening; indeed, they are inseparable 

from such contexts. 
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Language Standards 6–12 
The following standards for grades 6–12 offer a focus for instruction each year to help ensure that students gain adequate mastery of a range of skills and 
applications. Students advancing through the grades are expected to meet each year’s grade-specific standards and retain or further develop skills and 
understandings mastered in preceding grades. Beginning in grade 3, skills and understandings that are particularly likely to require continued attention in 
higher grades as they are applied to increasingly sophisticated writing and speaking are marked with an asterisk (*). See the table on page 68 for a 
complete listing and Appendix A of the Common Core State Standards for an example of how these skills develop in sophistication. 
 

Grade 6 students: Grade 7 students: Grade 8 students: 

Conventions of Standard English 
1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard 

English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 
a. Ensure that pronouns are in the proper case 

(subjective, objective, possessive). 
b. Use intensive pronouns (e.g., myself, ourselves). 
c. Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in 

pronoun number and person.* 
d. Recognize and correct vague pronouns (i.e., ones 

with unclear or ambiguous antecedents).* 
e. Recognize variations from standard English in their 

own and others' writing and speaking, and identify 
and use strategies to improve expression in 
conventional language.* 

1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard 
English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 
a. Explain the function of phrases and clauses in 

general and their function in specific sentences. 
b. Choose among simple, compound, complex, and 

compound-complex sentences to signal differing 
relationships among ideas. 

c. Place phrases and clauses within a sentence, 
recognizing and correcting misplaced and dangling 
modifiers.* 

1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard 
English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 
a. Explain the function of verbals (gerunds, 

participles, infinitives) in general and their function 
in particular sentences. 

b. Form and use verbs in the active and passive 
voice. 

c. Form and use verbs in the indicative, imperative, 
interrogative, conditional, and subjunctive mood.  

d. Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in verb 
voice and mood.* 

2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard 
English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when 
writing. 
a. Use punctuation (commas, parentheses, dashes) 

to set off nonrestrictive/parenthetical elements.*  
b. Spell correctly. 

2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard 
English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when 
writing. 
a. Use a comma to separate coordinate adjectives 

(e.g., It was a fascinating, enjoyable movie but not 
He wore an old[,] green shirt). 

b. Spell correctly. 

2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard 
English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when 
writing. 
a. Use punctuation (comma, ellipsis, dash) to indicate 

a pause or break. 
b. Use an ellipsis to indicate an omission. 
c. Spell correctly. 

Knowledge of Language 
3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when 

writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 
a. Vary sentence patterns for meaning, reader/listener 

interest, and style.* 
b. Maintain consistency in style and tone.* 

3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when 
writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 
a. Choose language that expresses ideas precisely 

and concisely, recognizing and eliminating 
wordiness and redundancy.* 

3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when 
writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 
a. Use verbs in the active and passive voice and in 

the conditional and subjunctive mood to achieve 
particular effects (e.g., emphasizing the actor or the 
action; expressing uncertainty or describing a state 
contrary to fact). 
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Grade 6 students: Grade 7 students: Grade 8 students: 

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 
4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and 

multiple-meaning words and phrases, including the 
vocabulary of the Catholic Faith, based on grade 6 
reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of 
strategies. 
e. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a 

sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or 
function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of 
a word or phrase. 

f. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin 
affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word 
(e.g., audience, auditory, audible). 

g. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, 
glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to 
find the pronunciation of a word or determine or 
clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech. 

h. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning 
of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred 
meaning in context or in a dictionary). 

4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and 
multiple-meaning words and phrases, including the 
vocabulary of the Catholic Faith, based on grade 7 
reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of 
strategies. 
a. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a 

sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or 
function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of 
a word or phrase. 

b. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin 
affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word 
(e.g., belligerent, bellicose, rebel). 

c. Consult general and specialized reference 
materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, 
thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the 
pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its 
precise meaning or its part of speech. 

d. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning 
of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred 
meaning in context or in a dictionary). 

4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and 
multiple-meaning words or phrases, including the 
vocabulary of the Catholic Faith, based on grade 8 
reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of 
strategies. 
a. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a 

sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or 
function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of 
a word or phrase. 

b. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin 
affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word 
(e.g., precede, recede, secede). 

c. Consult general and specialized reference 
materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, 
thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the 
pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its 
precise meaning or its part of speech. 

d. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning 
of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred 
meaning in context or in a dictionary). 

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 
5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, 

word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 
a. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., personification) in 

context. 
b. Use the relationship between particular words (e.g., 

cause/effect, part/whole, item/category) to better 
understand each of the words. 

c. Distinguish among the connotations (associations) 
of words with similar denotations (definitions) (e.g., 
stingy, scrimping, economical, unwasteful, thrifty). 

5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, 
word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 
a. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., literary, biblical, 

and mythological allusions) in context. 
b. Use the relationship between particular words (e.g., 

synonym/antonym, analogy) to better understand 
each of the words. 

c. Distinguish among the connotations (associations) 
of   words with similar denotations (definitions) 
(e.g., refined, respectful, polite, diplomatic, 
condescending). 

5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, 
word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 
a. Interpret figures of speech (e.g. verbal irony, puns) 

in context. 
b. Use the relationship between particular words to 

better understand each of the words. 
c. Distinguish among the connotations (associations) 

of words with similar denotations (definitions) (e.g., 
bullheaded, willful, firm, persistent, resolute). 

6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general 
academic and domain-specific words and phrases; 
gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word 
or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general 
academic and domain-specific words and phrases; 
gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word 
or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general 
academic and domain-specific words and phrases; 
gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word 
or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 
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LANGUAGE PROGRESSIVE SKILLS, BY GRADE 
The following skills, marked with an asterisk (*) in Language standards 1–3, are particularly likely to require continued attention in higher grades as they are 
applied to increasingly sophisticated writing and speaking. 
See Appendix A of the Common Core State Standards for an example of how these skills develop in sophistication. 

 
Standard 

Grade(s) 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9–10 11–12 

L.3.1f. Ensure subject-verb and pronoun-antecedent agreement.         

L.3.3a. Choose words and phrases for effect.         

L.4.1f. Produce complete sentences, recognizing and correcting 
inappropriate fragments and run-ons. 

        

L.4.1g. Correctly use frequently confused words (e.g., to/too/two; 
there/their). 

        

L.4.3a. Choose words and phrases to convey ideas precisely.*         

L.4.3b. Choose punctuation for effect.         

L.5.1d. Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in verb tense.         

L.5.2a. Use punctuation to separate items in a series.
† 

        

L.6.1c. Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in pronoun 
number and person. 

        

L.6.1d. Recognize and correct vague pronouns (i.e., ones with 
unclear or ambiguous antecedents). 

        

L.6.1e. Recognize variations from standard English in their own and 
others’ writing and speaking, and identify and use strategies to 
improve expression in conventional language. 

        

L.6.2a. Use punctuation (commas, parentheses, dashes) to set off 
nonrestrictive/parenthetical elements. 

        

L.6.3a. Vary sentence patterns for meaning, reader/listener interest, 
and style.

‡ 
        

L.6.3b. Maintain consistency in style and tone.         

L.7.1c. Place phrases and clauses within a sentence, recognizing 
and correcting misplaced and dangling modifiers. 

        

L.7.3a. Choose language that expresses ideas precisely and 
concisely, recognizing and eliminating wordiness and redundancy. 

        

L.8.1d. Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in verb voice and 
mood. 

        

L.9–10.1a. Use parallel structure.         
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Reading Standards for Literacy in Theology and History/Social Studies 6–12 

The standards below begin at grade 6; standards for k–5 reading in history/social studies, science, and technical subjects are integrated into the k–5 Reading 
standards. The CCR anchor standards and high school standards in literacy work in tandem to define college and career readiness expectations—the former 
providing broad standards, the latter providing additional specificity. 

Grades 6–8 students: Grades 9–10 students: Grades 11–12 students: 

Key Ideas and Details 
1. Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of 

primary and secondary sources including Scripture and 
other Catholic documents. 

1. Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of 
primary and secondary sources including Scripture and 
other Catholic documents, attending to such features as 
the date and origin of the information. 

1. Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of 
primary and secondary sources including Scripture and 
other Catholic documents., connecting insights gained 
from specific details to an understanding of the text as a 
whole. 

2. Determine the central ideas or information of a primary 
or secondary source, including Church documents; 
provide an accurate summary of the source distinct from 
prior knowledge or opinions. 

2. Determine the central ideas or information of a primary 
or secondary source, including Church documents; 
provide an accurate summary of how key events or 
ideas develop over the course of the text. 

2. Determine the central ideas or information of a primary 
or secondary source, including Church documents; 
provide an accurate summary that makes clear the 
relationships among the key details and ideas. 

3. Identify key steps in a text’s description of a process 
related to history/social studies (e.g., how a bill becomes 
law, how interest rates are raised or lowered). 

3. Analyze in detail a series of events described in a text; 
determine whether earlier events caused later ones or 
simply preceded them.  

3. Evaluate various explanations for actions or events and 
determine which explanation best accords with textual 
evidence, acknowledging where the text leaves matters 
uncertain. 

Craft and Structure 
4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they 

are used in a text, including vocabulary specific to 
domains related to history/social studies and Theology. 

4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they 
are used in a text, including vocabulary describing 
political, social, or economic aspects of history/social 
studies. 

4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they 
are used in a text, including analyzing how an author 
uses and refines the meaning of a key term over the 
course of a text (e.g., how Madison defines faction in 
Federalist No. 10). 

5. Describe how a text, including Scripture, presents 

information (e.g., sequentially, comparatively, causally).  

5. Analyze how a text, including Scripture, uses structure 

to emphasize key points or advance an explanation or 
analysis. 

5. Analyze in detail how a complex primary source is 
structured, including how key sentences, paragraphs, 
and larger portions of the text contribute to the whole.   

6. Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author’s point of 
view or purpose (e.g., loaded language, inclusion or 
avoidance of particular facts). 

6. Compare the point of view of two or more authors for 
how they treat the same or similar topics, including 
which details they include and emphasize in their 
respective accounts (e.g. the Gospels). 

6. Evaluate authors’ differing points of view on the same 
historical event or issue by assessing the authors’ 
claims, reasoning, and evidence. 
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Grades 6–8 students: Grades 9–10 students: Grades 11–12 students: 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
7. Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, 

photographs, videos, or maps) with other information in 
print and digital texts. 

7. Integrate quantitative or technical analysis (e.g., charts, 
research data) with qualitative analysis in print or digital 
text. 

7. Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information 
presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., visually, 
quantitatively, as well as in words) in order to address a 
question or solve a problem. 

8. Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned judgment 
in a text. 

8. Assess the extent to which the reasoning and evidence 
in a text support the author’s claims. 

8. Evaluate an author’s premises, claims, and evidence by 
corroborating or challenging them with other information.    

9. Analyze the relationship between a primary and 
secondary source on the same topic. 

9. Compare and contrast treatments of the same topic in 
several primary and secondary sources. 

9. Integrate information from diverse sources, both primary 
and secondary, into a coherent understanding of an idea 
or event, noting discrepancies among sources. 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 
10. By the end of grade 8, read and comprehend theology 

and history/social studies texts in the grades 6–8 text 
complexity band independently and proficiently. 

10. By the end of grade 10, read and comprehend theology 
and history/social studies texts in the grades 9–10 text 
complexity band independently and proficiently. 

10. By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend theology 
and history/social studies texts in the grades 11–CCR 
text complexity band independently and proficiently. 
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Reading Standards for Literacy in Science and Technical Subjects 6–12 

Grades 6–8 students: Grades 9–10 students: Grades 11–12 students: 

Key Ideas and Details 
1. Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of 

science and technical texts. 
1. Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of 

science and technical texts, attending to the precise 
details of explanations or descriptions. 

1. Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of 
science and technical texts, attending to important 
distinctions the author makes and to any gaps or 
inconsistencies in the account. 

2. Determine the central ideas or conclusions of a text; 
provide an accurate summary of the text distinct from 
prior knowledge or opinions. 

2. Determine the central ideas or conclusions of a text; 
trace the text’s explanation or depiction of a complex 
process, phenomenon, or concept; provide an accurate 
summary of the text. 

2. Determine the central ideas or conclusions of a text; 
summarize complex concepts, processes, or information 
presented in a text by paraphrasing them in simpler but 
still accurate terms. 

3. Follow precisely a multistep procedure when carrying 
out experiments, taking measurements, or performing 
technical tasks. 

3. Follow precisely a complex multistep procedure when 
carrying out experiments, taking measurements, or 
performing technical tasks, attending to special cases or 
exceptions defined in the text.  

3. Follow precisely a complex multistep procedure when 
carrying out experiments, taking measurements, or 
performing technical tasks; analyze the specific results 
based on explanations in the text. 

Craft and Structure 
4. Determine the meaning of symbols, key terms, and 

other domain-specific words and phrases as they are 
used in a specific scientific or technical context relevant 
to grades 6–8 texts and topics. 

4. Determine the meaning of symbols, key terms, and 
other domain-specific words and phrases as they are 
used in a specific scientific or technical context relevant 
to grades 9–10 texts and topics. 

4. Determine the meaning of symbols, key terms, and 
other domain-specific words and phrases as they are 
used in a specific scientific or technical context relevant 
to grades 11–12 texts and topics. 

5. Analyze the structure an author uses to organize a text, 
including how the major sections contribute to the whole 
and to an understanding of the topic. 

5. Analyze the structure of the relationships among 
concepts in a text, including relationships among key 
terms (e.g., force, friction, reaction force, energy).  

5. Analyze how the text structures information or ideas into 
categories or hierarchies, demonstrating understanding 
of the information or ideas. 

6. Analyze the author’s purpose in providing an 
explanation, describing a procedure, or discussing an 
experiment in a text. 

6. Analyze the author’s purpose in providing an 
explanation, describing a procedure, or discussing an 
experiment in a text, defining the question the author 
seeks to address. 

6. Analyze the author’s purpose in providing an 
explanation, describing a procedure, or discussing an 
experiment in a text, identifying important issues that 
remain unresolved. 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
7. Integrate quantitative or technical information expressed 

in words in a text with a version of that information 
expressed visually (e.g., in a flowchart, diagram, model, 
graph, or table). 

7. Translate quantitative or technical information 
expressed in words in a text into visual form (e.g., a 
table or chart) and translate information expressed 
visually or mathematically (e.g., in an equation) into 
words. 

7. Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information 
presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., 
quantitative data, video, multimedia) in order to address 
a question or solve a problem. 

8. Distinguish among facts, reasoned judgment based on 
research findings, and speculation in a text. 

8. Assess the extent to which the reasoning and evidence 
in a text support the author’s claim or a recommendation 
for solving a scientific or technical problem. 

8. Evaluate the hypotheses, data, analysis, and 
conclusions in a science or technical text, verifying the 
data when possible and corroborating or challenging 
conclusions with other sources of information. 

9. Compare and contrast the information gained from 
experiments, simulations, video, or multimedia sources 
with that gained from reading a text on the same topic. 

9. Compare and contrast findings presented in a text to 
those from other sources (including their own 
experiments), noting when the findings support or 
contradict previous explanations or accounts. 

9. Synthesize information from a range of sources (e.g., 
texts, experiments, simulations) into a coherent 
understanding of a process, phenomenon, or concept, 
resolving conflicting information when possible. 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 
10. By the end of grade 8, read and comprehend 

science/technical texts in the grades 6–8 text complexity 
band independently and proficiently. 

10. By the end of grade 10, read and comprehend 
science/technical texts in the grades 9–10 text 
complexity band independently and proficiently. 

10. By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend 
science/technical texts in the grades 11–CCR text 
complexity band independently and proficiently. 
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Note on range and content of student 
writing 
For students, writing is a key means of 

asserting and defending claims, showing 

what they know about a subject, and 

conveying what they have experienced, 

imagined, thought, and felt. To be college 

and career ready writers, students must take 

task, purpose, and audience into careful 

consideration, choosing words, information, 

structures, and formats deliberately. They 

need to be able to use technology 

strategically when creating, refining, and 

collaborating on writing. They have to 

become adept at gathering information, 

evaluating sources, and citing material 

accurately, reporting findings from their 

research and analysis of sources in a clear 

and cogent manner. They must have the 

flexibility, concentration, and fluency to 

produce high-quality first draft text under a 

tight deadline and the capacity to revisit and 

make improvements to a piece of writing over 

multiple drafts when circumstances 

encourage or require it. To meet these goals, 

students must devote significant time and 

effort to writing, producing numerous pieces 

over short and long time frames throughout 

the year. 

College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for 
Writing (Theology, History/Social Studies, Science, and 
Technical Subjects) 
The grades 6–12 standards on the following pages define what students should understand and be able 
to do by the end of each grade span. They correspond to the College and Career Readiness (CCR) 
anchor standards below by number. The CCR and grade-specific standards are necessary 
complements—the former providing broad standards, the latter providing additional specificity—that 
together define the skills and understandings that all students must demonstrate. 
 

Text Types and Purposes 
1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts using valid reasoning 

and relevant and sufficient evidence.  

2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and information clearly and 

accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. 

3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-

chosen details and well-structured event sequences. 

Production and Distribution of Writing 
4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate 

to task, purpose, and audience. 

5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new 

approach. 

6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to interact and collaborate 

with others. 

Research to Build and Present Knowledge 

7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused questions, 

demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation. 

8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the credibility and accuracy 

of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism. 

9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

Range of Writing 
10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter 

time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

 

Page 41



 

2013 ELA Course of Study  

Writing Standards for Literacy in Theology History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects 6–12 
The standards below begin at grade 6; standards for k–5 writing in history/social studies, science, and technical subjects are integrated into the k–5 Writing 
standards. The CCR anchor standards and high school standards in literacy work in tandem to define college and career readiness expectations—the former 
providing broad standards, the latter providing additional specificity. 
 

Grades 6–8 students: Grades 9–10 students: Grades 11–12 students: 
Text Types and Purposes 
1. Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content. 

a. Introduce claim(s) about a topic or issue, 
acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from 
alternate or opposing claims, and organize the 
reasons and evidence logically. 

b. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and 
relevant, accurate data and evidence that 
demonstrate an understanding of the topic or text, 
using credible sources. 

c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create 
cohesion and clarify the relationships among 
claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 

d. Establish and maintain a formal style. 
e. Provide a concluding statement or section that 

follows from and supports the argument presented. 

1. Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content. 

a. Introduce precise claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) 
from alternate or opposing claims, and create an 
organization that establishes clear relationships 
among the claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and 
evidence. 

b. Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly, supplying 
data and evidence for each while pointing out the 
strengths and limitations of both claim(s) and 
counterclaims in a discipline-appropriate form and 
in a manner that anticipates the audience’s 
knowledge level and concerns. 

c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to link the major 
sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the 
relationships between claim(s) and reasons, 
between reasons and evidence, and between 
claim(s) and counterclaims. 

d. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective 
tone while attending to the norms and conventions 
of the discipline in which they are writing. 

e. Provide a concluding statement or section that 
follows from or supports the argument presented. 

1. Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content. 

a. Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), 
establish the significance of the claim(s), distinguish 
the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and 
create an organization that logically sequences the 
claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 

b. Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly and 
thoroughly, supplying the most relevant data and 
evidence for each while pointing out the strengths 
and limitations of both claim(s) and counterclaims in 
a discipline-appropriate form that anticipates the 
audience’s knowledge level, concerns, values, and 
possible biases. 

c. Use words, phrases, and clauses as well as varied 
syntax to link the major sections of the text, create 
cohesion, and clarify the relationships between 
claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and 
evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims.  

d. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective 
tone while attending to the norms and conventions 
of the discipline in which they are writing. 

e. Provide a concluding statement or section that 
follows from or supports the argument presented. 
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Writing Standards for Literacy in Theology History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects 6–12 
Grades 6–8 students: Grades 9–10 students: Grades 11–12 students: 

Text Types and Purposes (continued) 
2. Write informative/explanatory texts, including the 

narration of historical events, scientific procedures/ 
experiments, or technical processes. 
a. Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to 

follow; organize ideas, concepts, and information 
into broader categories as appropriate to achieving 
purpose; include formatting (e.g., headings), 
graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and multimedia when 
useful to aiding comprehension. 

b. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, 
definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other 
information and examples. 

c. Use appropriate and varied transitions to create 
cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas 
and concepts. 

d. Use precise language and domain-specific 
vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 

e. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective 
tone. 

f. Provide a concluding statement or section that 
follows from and supports the information or 
explanation presented. 

2. Write informative/explanatory texts, including the 
narration of historical events, scientific procedures/ 
experiments, or technical processes. 
a. Introduce a topic and organize ideas, concepts, and 

information to make important connections and 
distinctions; include formatting (e.g., headings), 
graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia 
when useful to aiding comprehension. 

b. Develop the topic with well-chosen, relevant, and 
sufficient facts, extended definitions, concrete 
details, quotations, or other information and 
examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge 
of the topic. 

c. Use varied transitions and sentence structures to 
link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, 
and clarify the relationships among ideas and 
concepts. 

d. Use precise language and domain-specific 
vocabulary to manage the complexity of the topic 
and convey a style appropriate to the discipline and 
context as well as to the expertise of likely readers. 

e. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective 
tone while attending to the norms and conventions 
of the discipline in which they are writing. 

f. Provide a concluding statement or section that 
follows from and supports the information or 
explanation presented (e.g., articulating implications 
or the significance of the topic). 

2. Write informative/explanatory texts, including the 
narration of historical events, scientific procedures/ 
experiments, or technical processes. 
a. Introduce a topic and organize complex ideas, 

concepts, and information so that each new 
element builds on that which precedes it to create a 
unified whole; include formatting (e.g., headings), 
graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia 
when useful to aiding comprehension. 

b. Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most 
significant and relevant facts, extended definitions, 
concrete details, quotations, or other information 
and examples appropriate to the audience’s 
knowledge of the topic. 

c. Use varied transitions and sentence structures to 
link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, 
and clarify the relationships among complex ideas 
and concepts. 

d. Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary 
and techniques such as metaphor, simile, and 
analogy to manage the complexity of the topic; 
convey a knowledgeable stance in a style that 
responds to the discipline and context as well as to 
the expertise of likely readers. 

e. Provide a concluding statement or section that 
follows from and supports the information or 
explanation provided (e.g., articulating implications 
or the significance of the topic). 

3. (See note; not applicable as a separate requirement) 3. (See note; not applicable as a separate requirement)  3. (See note; not applicable as a separate requirement) 

 
 
 
 
 
Note: Students’ narrative skills continue to grow in these grades. The standards require that students be able to incorporate narrative elements effectively into arguments and 

informative/explanatory texts. In history/social studies, students must be able to incorporate narrative accounts into their analyses of individuals or events of historical import. In 
science and technical subjects, students must be able to write precise enough descriptions of the step-by-step procedures they use in their investigations or technical work that 
others can replicate them and (possibly) reach the same results. 
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Writing Standards for Literacy in Theology, History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects 6–12 
Grades 6–8 students: Grades 9–10 students: Grades 11–12 students: 

Production and Distribution of Writing 
4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the 

development, organization, and style are appropriate to 
task, purpose, and audience. 

4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the 
development, organization, and style are appropriate to 
task, purpose, and audience. 

4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the 
development, organization, and style are appropriate to 
task, purpose, and audience. 

5. With some guidance and support from peers and adults, 
develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, 
revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, 
focusing on how well purpose and audience have been 
addressed. 

5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, 
revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, 
focusing on addressing what is most significant for a 
specific purpose and audience. 

5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, 
revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, 
focusing on addressing what is most significant for a 
specific purpose and audience. 

6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and 
publish writing and present the relationships between 
information and ideas clearly and efficiently. 

6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, 
publish, and update individual or shared writing 
products, taking advantage of technology’s capacity to 
link to other information and to display information 
flexibly and dynamically. 

6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, 
publish, and update individual or shared writing products 
in response to ongoing feedback, including new 
arguments or information. 

Research to Build and Present Knowledge 
7. Conduct short research projects to answer a question 

(including a self-generated question), drawing on 
several sources and generating additional related, 
focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of 
exploration. 

7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research 
projects to answer a question (including a self-
generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or 
broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize 
multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating 
understanding of the subject under investigation. 

7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research 
projects to answer a question (including a self-
generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or 
broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize 
multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating 
understanding of the subject under investigation. 

8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and 
digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess 
the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote 
or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while 
avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for 
citation. 

8. Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative 
print and digital sources, using advanced searches 
effectively; assess the usefulness of each source in 
answering the research question; integrate information 
into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, 
avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for 
citation. 

8. Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative 
print and digital sources, using advanced searches 
effectively; assess the strengths and limitations of each 
source in terms of the specific task, purpose, and 
audience; integrate information into the text selectively 
to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and 
overreliance on any one source and following a 
standard format for citation. 

9. Draw evidence from informational texts to support 
analysis, reflection, and research. 

9. Draw evidence from informational texts to support 
analysis, reflection, and research. 

9. Draw evidence from informational texts to support 
analysis, reflection, and research. 

Range of Writing  
10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for 

reflection and revision) and shorter time frames (a single 
sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific 
tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for 
reflection and revision) and shorter time frames (a single 
sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific 
tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for 
reflection and revision) and shorter time frames (a single 
sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific 
tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
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Essential Standards and COS Alignment: Math Grades K-8 

Grade Seven: 
 

Ratios and Proportional Reasoning 

Proportional Relationships RP.1, RP.2, RP.3 

The Number System 

Multidigit Computation with Rational Numbers NS.1, NS.2, NS.3 

Expressions and Equations 

Algebraic Expressions EE.1, EE.2 

Word problems with Algebraic Equations EE.3, EE.4 

Geometry 

Geometric Figures and Similarities G.1, G.2, G.3 

Area and Circumference of a Circle G.4 

Angle Relationships G.5 

Word Problems - 2D and 3D Figures G.6 

Statistics and Probability 

Statistical Analysis SP.1, SP.2, SP.3, SP.4 

Probability SP.5, SP.6, SP.7, SP.8,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Mathematics Course of Study Report Card July, 2017 
Page 45

DIrby
Typewritten Text

DIrby
Typewritten Text

DIrby
Typewritten Text

DIrby
Typewritten Text

DIrby
Typewritten Text



Domain/ 

Conceptual 

Category

Standard Original Standard New Standard

Ratios and 

Proportional 

Relationships

 7.RP.1 Analyze proportional relationships and use 

them to solve real-world and mathematical 

problems.

7.RP.1 Compute unit rates associated with ratios of 

fractions, including ratios of lengths, areas and 

other quantities measured in like or different units. 

For example, if a person walks 1/2 mile in each 1/4 
hour, compute the unit rate as the complex fraction 
½ / ¼ miles per hour, equivalently 2 miles per hour.

No change

Ratios and 

Proportional 

Relationships

 7.RP.2 Analyze proportional relationships and use 

them to solve real-world and mathematical 

problems.

7.RP.2 Recognize and represent proportional 

relationships between quantities.

a. Decide whether two quantities are in a 

proportional relationship, e.g., by testing for 

equivalent ratios in a table or graphing on a 

coordinate plane and observing whether the graph 

is a straight line through the origin.

b. Identify the constant of proportionality (unit rate) 

in tables, graphs, equations, diagrams, and verbal 

descriptions of proportional relationships.

c. Represent proportional relationships by 

equations. For example, if total cost t is 
proportional to the number n of items purchased at 
a constant price p, the relationship between the 
total cost and the number of items can be 
expressed as t = pn.
d. Explain what a point (x , y ) on the graph of a 

proportional relationship means in terms of the 

situation, with special attention to the points (0, 0) 

and (1, r ) where r  is the unit rate.

No change

Ratios and 

Proportional 

Relationships

 7.RP.3 Analyze proportional relationships and use 

them to solve real-world and mathematical 

problems.

7.RP.3 Use proportional relationships to solve 

multistep ratio and percent problems. Examples: 
simple interest, tax, markups and markdowns, 
gratuities and commissions, fees, percent increase 
and decrease, percent error.

No change
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Domain/ 

Conceptual 

Category

Standard Original Standard New Standard

The Number 

System

 7.NS.1 Apply and extend previous understandings of 

operations with fractions to add, subtract, 

multiply, and divide rational numbers.

7.NS.1 Apply and extend previous understandings 

of addition and subtraction to add and subtract 

rational numbers; represent addition and 

subtraction on a horizontal or vertical number line 

diagram.

a. Describe situations in which opposite quantities 

combine to make 0. For example, a hydrogen atom 
has 0 charge because its two constituents are 
oppositely charged.
b. Understand p  + q  as the number located a 

distance |q | from p , in the positive or negative 

direction depending on whether q  is positive or 

negative. Show that a number and its opposite 

have a sum of 0 (are additive inverses). Interpret 

sums of rational numbers by describing real-world 

contexts.

c. Understand subtraction of rational numbers as 

adding the additive inverse, p – q  = p  + (–q ). 

Show that the distance between two rational 

numbers on the number line is the absolute value 

of their difference, and apply this principle in real-

world contexts.

d. Apply properties of operations as strategies to 

add and subtract rational numbers.

No change

The Number 

System

 7.NS.2 Apply and extend previous understandings of 

operations with fractions to add, subtract, 

multiply, and divide rational numbers.

7.NS.2 Apply and extend previous understandings 

of multiplication and division and of fractions to 

multiply and divide rational numbers.

a. Understand that multiplication is extended from 

fractions to rational numbers by requiring that 

operations continue to satisfy the properties of 

operations, particularly the distributive property, 

leading to products such as (–1)(–1) = 1 and the 

rules for multiplying signed numbers. Interpret 

products of rational numbers by describing real-

world contexts.

b. Understand that integers can be divided, 

provided that the divisor is not zero, and every 

quotient of integers (with non-zero divisor) is a 

rational number. If p  and q  are integers, then 

–(p /q ) = (–p )/q  = p /(–q ). Interpret quotients of 

rational numbers by describing real-world contexts.

c. Apply properties of operations as strategies to 

multiply and divide rational numbers.

d. Convert a rational number to a decimal using 

long division; know that the decimal form of a 

rational number terminates in 0s or eventually 

repeats.

No change

The Number 

System

 7.NS.3 Apply and extend previous understandings of 

operations with fractions to add, subtract, 

multiply, and divide rational numbers.

7.NS.3 Solve real-world and mathematical 

problems involving the four operations with rational 

numbers.

Apply and extend previous understandings of 

operations with fractions to add, subtract, multiply, 

and divide rational numbers.

7.NS.3 Solve real-world and mathematical problems 

involving the four operations with rational numbers. 

Computations with rational numbers extend the rules for 

manipulating fractions to complex fractions.
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Domain/ 

Conceptual 

Category

Standard Original Standard New Standard

Expressions and 

Equations

 7.EE.1 Use properties of operations to generate 

equivalent expressions.

7.EE.1 Apply properties of operations as strategies 

to add, subtract, factor, and expand linear 

expressions with rational coefficients.

No change

Expressions and 

Equations

 7.EE.2 Use properties of operations to generate 

equivalent expressions.

7.EE.2 Understand that rewriting an expression in 

different forms in a problem context can shed light 

on a problem and how its quantities in it are related.  

For example, a + 0.05a = 1.05a means that 
“increase by 5%” is the same as “multiply by 1.05.”

Use properties of operations to generate equivalent 

expressions.

7.EE.2 In a problem context, understand that rewriting an 

expression in an equivalent form can reveal and explain 

properties of the quantities represented by the expression 

and can reveal how those quantities are related.  For 
example, a discount of 15% (represented by p – 0.15p) is 
equivalent to (1 – 0.15)p, which is equivalent to 0.85p or 
finding 85% of the original price.

Expressions and 

Equations

 7.EE.3 Solve real-life and mathematical problems using 

numerical and algebraic expressions and 

equations.

7.EE.3 Solve multi-step real-life and mathematical 

problems posed with positive and negative rational 

numbers in any form (whole numbers, fractions, 

and decimals), using tools strategically. Apply 

properties of operations to calculate with numbers 

in any form; convert between forms as appropriate; 

and assess the reasonableness of answers using 

mental computation and estimation strategies. For 
example: If a woman making $25 an hour gets a 
10% raise, she will make an additional 1/10 of her 
salary an hour, or $2.50, for a new salary of 
$27.50. If you want to place a towel bar 9 3/4 
inches long in the center of a door that is 27 1/2 
inches wide, you will need to place the bar about 9 
inches from each edge; this estimate can be used 
as a check on the exact computation.

No change

Expressions and 

Equations

 7.EE.4 Solve real-life and mathematical problems using 

numerical and algebraic expressions and 

equations.

7.EE.4 Use variables to represent quantities in a 

real-world or mathematical problem, and construct 

simple equations and inequalities to solve problems 

by reasoning about the quantities.

a. Solve word problems leading to equations of the 

form px  + q  = r  and p (x  + q ) = r , where p , q , and 

r  are specific rational numbers. Solve equations of 

these forms fluently. Compare an algebraic solution 

to an arithmetic solution, identifying the sequence 

of the operations used in each approach. For 
example, the perimeter of a rectangle is 54 cm. Its 
length is 6 cm. What is its width?
b. Solve word problems leading to inequalities of 

the form px  +q  > r  or px  + q  < r , where p , q , and 

r  are specific rational numbers. Graph the solution 

set of the inequality and interpret it in the context of 

the problem. For example, as a salesperson, you 
are paid $50 per week plus $3 per sale. This week 
you want your pay to be at least $100. Write an 
inequality for the number of sales you need to 
make, and describe the solutions.

No change
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Domain/ 

Conceptual 

Category

Standard Original Standard New Standard

Geometry  7.G.1 Draw, construct, and describe geometrical 

figures and describe the relationships between 

them.

7.G.1 Solve problems involving scale drawings of 

geometric figures, including computing actual 

lengths and areas from a scale drawing and 

reproducing a scale drawing at a different scale.

Draw, construct, and describe geometrical figures 

and describe the relationships between them.

7.G.1 Solve problems involving similar figures with right 

triangles, other triangles, and special quadrilaterals.

 a. Compute actual lengths and areas from a scale 

drawing and reproduce a scale drawing at a different 

scale.  

 b. Represent proportional relationships within and 

between similar figures.
Geometry  7.G.2 Draw, construct, and describe geometrical 

figures and describe the relationships between 

them.

7.G.2 Draw (freehand, with ruler and protractor, and 

with technology) geometric shapes with given 

conditions. Focus on constructing triangles from 

three measures of angles or sides, noticing when 

the conditions determine a unique triangle, more 

than one triangle, or no triangle.

Draw, construct, and describe geometrical figures 

and describe the relationships between them.

7.G.2 Draw (freehand, with ruler and protractor, and with 

technology) geometric figures with given conditions.

a. Focus on constructing triangles from three measures 

of angles or sides, noticing when the conditions 

determine a unique triangle, more than one triangle, or 

no triangle.

b. Focus on constructing quadrilaterals with given 

conditions noticing types and properties of resulting 

quadrilaterals and whether it is possible to construct  

different quadrilaterals using the same conditions.

Geometry  7.G.3 Draw, construct, and describe geometrical 

figures and describe the relationships between 

them.

7.G.3 Describe the two-dimensional figures that 

result from slicing three-dimensional figures, as in 

plane sections of right rectangular prisms and right 

rectangular pyramids.

No change

Geometry  7.G Solve real-life and mathematical problems 

involving angle measure, area, surface area, 

and volume.

Solve real-life and mathematical problems involving 

angle measure, circles, area, surface area, and 

volume.
Geometry  7.G.4 Solve real-life and mathematical problems 

involving angle measure, area, surface area, 

and volume.

7.G.4 Know the formulas for the area and 

circumference of a circle and use them to solve 

problems; give an informal derivation of the 

relationship between the circumference and area of 

a circle.

Solve real-life and mathematical problems involving 

angle measure, circles, area, surface area, and 

volume.

7.G.4 Work with circles.

a. Explore and understand the relationships among the 

circumference, diameter, area, and radius of a circle.  

b. Know and use the formulas for the area and 

circumference of a circle and use them to solve real-

world and mathematical problems.

Geometry  7.G.5 Solve real-life and mathematical problems 

involving angle measure, area, surface area, 

and volume.

7.G.5 Use facts about supplementary, 

complementary, vertical, and adjacent angles in a 

multi-step problem to write and solve simple 

equations for an unknown angle in a figure.

No change

Geometry  7.G.6 Solve real-life and mathematical problems 

involving angle measure, area, surface area, 

and volume.

7.G.6 Solve real-world and mathematical problems 

involving area, volume, and surface area of two- 

and three-dimensional objects composed of 

triangles, quadrilaterals, polygons, cubes, and right 

prisms.

No change

Statistics and 

Probability

 7.SP Use random sampling to draw inferences about 

a population.

Use sampling to draw conclusions about a 

population. 
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Domain/ 

Conceptual 

Category

Standard Original Standard New Standard

Statistics and 

Probability

 7.SP.1 Use random sampling to draw inferences about 

a population.

7.SP.1 Understand that statistics can be used to 

gain information about a population by examining a 

sample of the population; generalizations about a 

population from a sample are valid only if the 

sample is representative of that population. 

Understand that random sampling tends to produce 

representative samples and support valid 

inferences.

Use sampling to draw conclusions about a 

population. 

7.SP. 1 Understand that statistics can be used to gain 

information about a population by examining a sample of 

the population.

a. Differentiate between a sample and a population.

b. Understand that conclusions and generalizations about 

a population are valid only if the sample is representative 

of that population. Develop an informal understanding of 

bias.
Statistics and 

Probability

 7.SP new cluster Broaden understanding of statistical problem 

solving.
Statistics and 

Probability

 7.SP.2 Use random sampling to draw inferences about 

a population.

7.SP.2 Use data from a random sample to draw 

inferences about a population with an unknown 

characteristic of interest. Generate multiple 

samples (or simulated samples) of the same size to 

gauge the variation in estimates or predictions. For 
example, estimate the mean word length in a book 
by randomly sampling words from the book; predict 
the winner of a school election based on randomly 
sampled survey data. Gauge how far off the 
estimate or prediction might be.

Broaden understanding of statistical problem 

solving.

7.SP.2 Broaden statistical reasoning by using the GAISE 

model. 

a. Formulate Questions: Recognize and formulate a 

statistical question as one that anticipates variability and 

can be answered with quantitative data. For example, 
“How do the heights of seventh graders compare to the 
heights of eighth graders?”  (GAISE Model, step 1)

b. Collect Data: Design and use a plan to collect 

appropriate data to answer a statistical question. (GAISE 

Model, step 2)

c. Analyze Data: Select appropriate graphical methods 

and numerical measures to analyze data by displaying 

variability within a group, comparing individual to 

individual, and comparing individual to group. (GAISE 

Model, step 3)

d. Interpret Results: Draw logical conclusions and make 

generalizations from the data based on the original 

question. (GAISE Model, step 4)
Statistics and 

Probability

7.SP Draw informal comparative inferences about 

two populations.

Summarize and describe distributions representing 

one population and draw informal comparisons 

between two populations.
Statistics and 

Probability

 7.SP.3 Draw informal comparative inferences about 

two populations.

7.SP.3 Informally assess the degree of visual 

overlap of two numerical data distributions with 

similar variabilities, measuring the difference 

between the centers by expressing it as a multiple 

of a measure of variability. For example, the mean 
height of players on the basketball team is 10 cm 
greater than the mean height of players on the 
soccer team, about twice the variability (mean 
absolute deviation) on either team; on a dot plot, 
the separation between the two distributions of 
heights is noticeable.

Summarize and describe distributions representing 

one population and draw informal comparisons 

between two populations.

7.SP.3 Describe and analyze distributions.

a.  Summarize quantitative data sets in relation to their 

context by using mean absolute deviation (MAD), 

interpreting mean as a balance point.   

b. Informally assess the degree of visual overlap of two 

numerical data distributions with roughly equal 

variabilities, measuring the difference between the 

centers by expressing it as a multiple of a measure of 

variability. For example, the mean height of players on 
the basketball team is 10 cm greater than the mean 
height of players on the soccer team, about twice the 
variability (mean absolute deviation) on either team; on a 
dot plot (line plot),  the separation between the two 
distributions of heights is noticeable.

Statistics and 

Probability

 7.SP.4 Draw informal comparative inferences about 

two populations.

7.SP.4 Use measures of center and measures of 

variability for numerical data from random samples 

to draw informal comparative inferences about two 

populations. For example, decide whether the 
words in a chapter of a seventh-grade science 
book are generally longer than the words in a 
chapter of a fourth-grade science book.

Deleted Standard

Page 50



Domain/ 

Conceptual 

Category

Standard Original Standard New Standard

Statistics and 

Probability

 7.SP.5 Investigate chance processes and develop, use, 

and evaluate probability models.

7.SP.5 Understand that the probability of a chance 

event is a number between 0 and 1 that expresses 

the likelihood of the event occurring. Larger 

numbers indicate greater likelihood. A probability 

near 0 indicates an unlikely event; a probability 

around 1/2 indicates an event that is neither 

unlikely nor likely; and a probability near 1 indicates 

a likely event.

No change

Statistics and 

Probability

 7.SP.6 Investigate chance processes and develop, use, 

and evaluate probability models.

7.SP.6 Approximate the probability of a chance 

event by collecting data on the chance process that 

produces it and observing its long-run relative 

frequency, and predict the approximate relative 

frequency given the probability. For example, when 
rolling a number cube 600 times, predict that a 3 or 
6 would be rolled roughly 200 times, but probably 
not exactly 200 times.

No change

Statistics and 

Probability

 7.SP.7 Investigate chance processes and develop, use, 

and evaluate probability models.

7.SP.7 Develop a probability model and use it to 

find probabilities of events. Compare probabilities 

from a model to observed frequencies; if the 

agreement is not good, explain possible sources of 

the discrepancy.

a. Develop a uniform probability model by assigning 

equal probability to all outcomes, and use the 

model to determine probabilities of events. For 
example, if a student is selected at random from a 
class, find the probability that Jane will be selected 
and the probability that a girl will be selected.
b. Develop a probability model (which may not be 

uniform) by observing frequencies in data 

generated from a chance process. For example, 
find the approximate probability that a spinning 
penny will land heads up or that a tossed paper 
cup will land open-end down. Do the outcomes for 
the spinning penny appear to be equally likely 
based on the observed frequencies?

No change

Statistics and 

Probability

 7.SP.8 Investigate chance processes and develop, use, 

and evaluate probability models.

7.SP.8 Find probabilities of compound events using 

organized lists, tables, tree diagrams, and 

simulation.

a. Understand that, just as with simple events, the 

probability of a compound event is the fraction of 

outcomes in the sample space for which the 

compound event occurs.

b. Represent sample spaces for compound events 

using methods such as organized lists, tables and 

tree diagrams. For an event described in everyday 

language, e.g., “rolling double sixes," identify the 

outcomes in the sample space which compose the 

event.

c. Design and use a simulation to generate 

frequencies for compound events. For example, 
use random digits as a simulation tool to 
approximate the answer to the question: If 40% of 
donors have type A blood, what is the probability 
that it will take at least 4 donors to find one with 
type A blood?

No change
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Standards for Mathematical Practice  
The Standards for Mathematical Practice describe varieties of expertise that mathematics educators at all levels 

should seek to develop in their students. 

These practices rest on important “processes and proficiencies” with longstanding importance in mathematics 

education. The first of these are the NCTM process standards of problem solving, reasoning and proof, 

communication, representation, and connections. The second are the strands of mathematical proficiency 

specified in the National Research Council’s report Adding It Up: adaptive reasoning, strategic competence, 

conceptual understanding (comprehension of mathematical concepts, operations and relations), procedural 

fluency (skill in carrying out procedures flexibly, accurately, efficiently and appropriately), and productive 

disposition (habitual inclination to see mathematics as sensible, useful, and worthwhile, coupled with a belief in 

diligence and one’s own efficacy). 

1. Make sense of problems and persevere in solving them. 
Mathematically proficient students start by explaining to themselves the meaning of a problem and looking 

for entry points to its solution. They analyze givens, constraints, relationships, and goals. They make 

conjectures about the form and meaning of the solution and plan a solution pathway rather than simply 

jumping into a solution attempt. They consider analogous problems, and try special cases and simpler forms of 

the original problem in order to gain insight into its solution. They monitor and evaluate their progress and 

change course if necessary. Older students might, depending on the context of the problem, transform 

algebraic expressions or change the viewing window on their graphing calculator to get the information they 

need. Mathematically proficient students can explain correspondences between equations, verbal 

descriptions, tables, and graphs or draw diagrams of important features and relationships, graph data, and 

search for regularity or trends. Younger students might rely on using concrete objects or pictures to help 

conceptualize and solve a problem. Mathematically proficient students check their answers to problems using 

a different method, and they continually ask themselves, “Does this make sense?” They can understand the 

approaches of others to solving complex problems and identify correspondences between different 

approaches. 

2. Reason abstractly and quantitatively. 
Mathematically proficient students make sense of quantities and their relationships in problem situations. 

They bring two complementary abilities to bear on problems involving quantitative relationships: the ability to 

decontextualize—to abstract a given situation and represent it symbolically and manipulate the representing 

symbols as if they have a life of their own, without necessarily attending to their referents—and the ability to 

contextualize, to pause as needed during the manipulation process in order to probe into the referents for the 

symbols involved. 

Quantitative reasoning entails habits of creating a coherent representation of the problem at hand; 

considering the units involved; attending to the meaning of quantities, not just how to compute them; and 

knowing and flexibly using different properties of operations and objects. 

3. Construct viable arguments and critique the reasoning of others. 
Mathematically proficient students understand and use stated assumptions, definitions, and previously 

established results in constructing arguments. They make conjectures and build a logical progression of 

statements to explore the truth of their conjectures. They are able to analyze situations by breaking them into 

cases, and can recognize and use counterexamples. They justify their conclusions, communicate them to 

others, and respond to the arguments of others. They reason inductively about data, making plausible 

arguments that take into account the context from which the data arose. Mathematically proficient students 
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are also able to compare the effectiveness of two plausible arguments, distinguish correct logic or reasoning 

from that which is flawed, and—if there is a flaw in an argument—explain what it is. Elementary students can 

construct arguments using concrete referents such as objects, drawings, diagrams, and actions. Such 

arguments can make sense and be correct, even though they are not generalized or made formal until later 

grades. Later, students learn to determine domains to which an argument applies. 

Students at all grades can listen or read the arguments of others, decide whether they make sense, and ask 

useful questions to clarify or improve the arguments. 

4. Model with mathematics. 
Mathematically proficient students can apply the mathematics they know to solve problems arising in 

everyday life, society, and the workplace. In early grades, this might be as simple as writing an addition 

equation to describe a situation. In middle grades, a student might apply proportional reasoning to plan a 

school event or analyze a problem in the community. By high school, a student might use geometry to solve a 

design problem or use a function to describe how one quantity of interest depends on another. 

Mathematically proficient students who can apply what they know are comfortable making assumptions and 

approximations to simplify a complicated situation, realizing that these may need revision later. They are able 

to identify important quantities in a practical situation and map their relationships using such tools as 

diagrams, two-way tables, graphs, flowcharts and formulas. They can analyze those relationships 

mathematically to draw conclusions. They routinely interpret their mathematical results in the context of the 

situation and reflect on whether the results make sense, possibly improving the model if it has not served its 

purpose. 

5. Use appropriate tools strategically. 
Mathematically proficient students consider the available tools when solving a mathematical problem. These 

tools might include pencil and paper, concrete models, a ruler, a protractor, a calculator, a spreadsheet, a 

computer algebra system, a statistical package, or dynamic geometry software. Proficient students are 

sufficiently familiar with tools appropriate for their grade or course to make sound decisions about when each 

of these tools might be helpful, recognizing both the insight to be gained and their limitations. For example, 

mathematically proficient high school students analyze graphs of functions and solutions generated using a 

graphing calculator. They detect possible errors by strategically using estimation and other mathematical 

knowledge. When making mathematical models, they know that technology can enable them to visualize the 

results of varying assumptions, explore consequences, and compare predictions with data. Mathematically 

proficient students at various grade levels are able to identify relevant external mathematical resources, such 

as digital content located on a website, and use them to pose or solve problems. They are able to use 

technological tools to explore and deepen their understanding of concepts. 

6. Attend to precision. 
Mathematically proficient students try to communicate precisely to others. They try to use clear definitions in 

discussion with others and in their own reasoning. 

They state the meaning of the symbols they choose, including using the equal sign consistently and 

appropriately. They are careful about specifying units of measure, and labeling axes to clarify the 

correspondence with quantities in a problem. They calculate accurately and efficiently, express numerical 

answers with a degree of precision appropriate for the problem context. In the elementary grades, students 

give carefully formulated explanations to each other. By the time they reach high school they have learned to 

examine claims and make explicit use of definitions. 
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Standards for Mathematical Practice | Mathematics Course of Study  

 

7. Look for and make use of structure. 
Mathematically proficient students look closely to discern a pattern or structure. Young students, for example, 

might notice that three and seven more is the same amount as seven and three more, or they may sort a 

collection of shapes according to how many sides the shapes have. Later, students will see 7 × 8 equals the 

well remembered 7 × 5 + 7 × 3, in preparation for learning about the distributive property. In the expression x2 

+ 9x + 14, older students can see the 14 as 2 × 7 and the 9 as 2 + 7. They recognize the significance of an 

existing line in a geometric figure and can use the strategy of drawing an auxiliary line for solving problems. 

They also can step back for an overview and shift perspective. They can see complicated things, such as some 

algebraic expressions, as single objects or as being composed of several objects. For example, they can see 5 – 

3(x – y)
2
 as 5 minus a positive number times a square and use that to realize that its value cannot be more 

than 5 for any real numbers x and y. 

8. Look for and express regularity in repeated reasoning. 
Mathematically proficient students notice if calculations are repeated, and look both for general methods and 

for shortcuts. Upper elementary students might notice when dividing 25 by 11 that they are repeating the 

same calculations over and over again, and conclude they have a repeating decimal. By paying attention to the 

calculation of slope as they repeatedly check whether points are on the line through (1, 2) with slope 3, middle 

school students might abstract the equation (y – 2)/(x – 1) = 3. Noticing the regularity in the way terms cancel 

when expanding (x – 1)(x + 1), (x – 1)(x
2
 + x + 1), and (x – 1)(x

3
 + x

2
 + x + 1) might lead them to the general 

formula for the sum of a geometric series. As they work to solve a problem, mathematically proficient 

students maintain oversight of the process, while attending to the details. They continually evaluate the 

reasonableness of their intermediate results. 

Connecting the Standards for Mathematical Practice to the Standards for 

Mathematical Content  
The Standards for Mathematical Practice describe ways in which developing student practitioners of the discipline 

of mathematics increasingly ought to engage with the subject matter as they grow in mathematical maturity and 

expertise throughout the elementary, middle and high school years. Designers of curricula, assessments, and 

professional development should all attend to the need to connect the mathematical practices to mathematical 

content in mathematics instruction. 

The Standards for Mathematical Content are a balanced combination of procedure and understanding. 

Expectations that begin with the word “understand” are often especially good opportunities to connect the 

practices to the content. Students who lack understanding of a topic may rely on procedures too heavily. Without 

a flexible base from which to work, they may be less likely to consider analogous problems, represent problems 

coherently, justify conclusions, apply the mathematics to practical situations, use technology mindfully to work 

with the mathematics, explain the mathematics accurately to other students, step back for an overview, or deviate 

from a known procedure to find a shortcut. In short, a lack of understanding effectively prevents a student from 

engaging in the mathematical practices. 

In this respect, those content standards which set an expectation of understanding are potential “points of 

intersection” between the Standards for Mathematical Content and the Standards for Mathematical Practice. 

These points of intersection are intended to be weighted toward central and generative concepts in the school 

mathematics curriculum that most merit the time, resources, innovative energies, and focus necessary to 

qualitatively improve the curriculum, instruction, assessment, professional development, and student achievement 

in mathematics. 
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Grade 7 | Mathematics Course of Study  

 

Grade 7 Overview 

 

Ratios and Proportional Relationships  

 Analyze proportional relationships and use them to 

solve real-world and mathematical problems. 

The Number System  

 Apply and extend previous understandings of 

operations with fractions to add, subtract, multiply, 

and divide rational numbers. 

Expressions and Equations  

 Use properties of operations to generate equivalent 

expressions. 

 Solve real-life and mathematical problems using numerical and algebraic expressions 

and equations. 

Geometry  

 Draw, construct and describe geometrical figures and describe the relationships 

between them. 

 Solve real-life and mathematical problems involving angle measure, area, surface area, 

and volume. 

Statistics and Probability  

 Use random sampling to draw inferences about a population. 

 Draw informal comparative inferences about two populations. 

 Investigate chance processes and develop, use, and evaluate probability models. 

  

Mathematical Practices 
1. Make sense of problems and persevere 

in solving them. 

2. Reason abstractly and quantitatively. 

3. Construct viable arguments and critique 

the reasoning of others. 

4. Model with mathematics. 

5. Use appropriate tools strategically. 

6. Attend to precision. 

7. Look for and make use of structure. 

8. Look for and express regularity in 

repeated reasoning. 
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Grade 7 | Mathematics Course of Study 

 

Ratios and Proportional Relationships 7.RP 

Analyze proportional relationships and use them to solve real-world and 

mathematical problems. 

1. Compute unit rates associated with ratios of fractions, including ratios of lengths, areas 

and other quantities measured in like or different units. For example, if a person walks 

1/2 mile in each 1/4 hour, compute the unit rate as the complex fraction 1/2/1/4 miles per 

hour, equivalently 2 miles per hour. 

2. Recognize and represent proportional relationships between quantities. 

a. Decide whether two quantities are in a proportional relationship, e.g., by testing 

for equivalent ratios in a table or graphing on a coordinate plane and observing 

whether the graph is a straight line through the origin. 

b. Identify the constant of proportionality (unit rate) in tables, graphs, equations, 

diagrams, and verbal descriptions of proportional relationships. 

c. Represent proportional relationships by equations. For example, if total cost t is 

proportional to the number n of items purchased at a constant price p, the 

relationship between the total cost and the number of items can be expressed as 

t = pn. 

d. Explain what a point (x, y) on the graph of a proportional relationship means in 

terms of the situation, with special attention to the points (0, 0) and (1, r) where 

r is the unit rate. 

3. Use proportional relationships to solve multistep ratio and percent problems. Examples: 

simple interest, tax, markups and markdowns, gratuities and commissions, fees, percent 

increase and decrease, percent error. 

The Number System 7.NS 

Apply and extend previous understandings of operations with fractions to add, 

subtract, multiply, and divide rational numbers. 

1. Apply and extend previous understandings of addition and subtraction to add and 

subtract rational numbers; represent addition and subtraction on a horizontal or vertical 

number line diagram. 

a. Describe situations in which opposite quantities combine to make 0. For 

example, a hydrogen atom has 0 charge because its two constituents are 

oppositely charged. 

b. Understand p + q as the number located a distance |q| from p, in the positive or 

negative direction depending on whether q is positive or negative. Show that a 

number and its opposite have a sum of 0 (are additive inverses). Interpret sums 

of rational numbers by describing real-world contexts. 
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Grade 7 | Mathematics Course of Study 

 

c. Understand subtraction of rational numbers as adding the additive inverse, p – q 

= p + (–q). Show that the distance between two rational numbers on the number 

line is the absolute value of their difference, and apply this principle in real-world 

contexts. 

d. Apply properties of operations as strategies to add and subtract rational 

numbers. 

2. Apply and extend previous understandings of multiplication and division and of fractions 

to multiply and divide rational numbers. 

a. Understand that multiplication is extended from fractions to rational numbers by 

requiring that operations continue to satisfy the properties of operations, 

particularly the distributive property, leading to products such as (–1)(–1) = 1 

and the rules for multiplying signed numbers. Interpret products of rational 

numbers by describing real-world contexts. 

b. Understand that integers can be divided, provided that the divisor is not zero, 

and every quotient of integers (with non-zero divisor) is a rational number. If p 

and q are integers, then –(p/q) = (–p)/q = p/(–q). Interpret quotients of rational 

numbers by describing real world contexts. 

c. Apply properties of operations as strategies to multiply and divide rational 

numbers. 

d. Convert a rational number to a decimal using long division; know that the 

decimal form of a rational number terminates in 0s or eventually repeats. 

3. Solve real-world and mathematical problems involving the four operations with rational 

numbers.26 

Expressions and Equations 7.EE 

Use properties of operations to generate equivalent expressions. 

1. Apply properties of operations as strategies to add, subtract, factor, and expand linear 

expressions with rational coefficients. 

2. Understand that rewriting an expression in different forms in a problem context can 

shed light on the problem and how the quantities in it are related. For example, a + 

0.05a = 1.05a means that “increase by 5%” is the same as “multiply by 1.05.” 

Solve real-life and mathematical problems using numerical and algebraic expressions 

and equations. 

3. Solve multi-step real-life and mathematical problems posed with positive and negative 

rational numbers in any form (whole numbers, fractions, and decimals), using tools 

strategically. Apply properties of operations to calculate with numbers in any form; 

convert between forms as appropriate; and assess the reasonableness of answers using 

                                            
26 Computations with rational numbers extend the rules for manipulating fractions to complex fractions. 
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Grade 7 | Mathematics Course of Study 

 

mental computation and estimation strategies. For example: If a woman making $25 an 

hour gets a 10% raise, she will make an additional 1/10 of her salary an hour, or $2.50, 

for a new salary of $27.50. If you want to place a towel bar 9 3/4 inches long in the 

center of a door that is 27 1/2 inches wide, you will need to place the bar about 9 inches 

from each edge; this estimate can be used as a check on the exact computation. 

4. Use variables to represent quantities in a real-world or mathematical problem, and 

construct simple equations and inequalities to solve problems by reasoning about the 

quantities. 

a. Solve word problems leading to equations of the form px + q = r and p(x + q) = r, 

where p, q, and r are specific rational numbers. Solve equations of these forms 

fluently. Compare an algebraic solution to an arithmetic solution, identifying the 

sequence of the operations used in each approach. For example, the perimeter 

of a rectangle is 54 cm. Its length is 6 cm. What is its width? 

b. Solve word problems leading to inequalities of the form px + q > r or px + q < r, 

where p, q, and r are specific rational numbers. Graph the solution set of the 

inequality and interpret it in the context of the problem. For example: As a 

salesperson, you are paid $50 per week plus $3 per sale. This week you want your 

pay to be at least $100. Write an inequality for the number of sales you need to 

make, and describe the solutions. 

Geometry 7.G 

Draw, construct, and describe geometrical figures and describe the relationships 

between them. 

1. Solve problems involving scale drawings of geometric figures, including computing 

actual lengths and areas from a scale drawing and reproducing a scale drawing at a 

different scale. 

2. Draw (freehand, with ruler and protractor, and with technology) geometric shapes with 

given conditions. Focus on constructing triangles from three measures of angles or 

sides, noticing when the conditions determine a unique triangle, more than one 

triangle, or no triangle. 

3. Describe the two-dimensional figures that result from slicing three-dimensional figures, 

as in plane sections of right rectangular prisms and right rectangular pyramids. 

Solve real-life and mathematical problems involving angle measure, area, surface 

area, and volume. 

1. Know the formulas for the area and circumference of a circle and use them to solve 

problems; give an informal derivation of the relationship between the circumference 

and area of a circle. 
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Grade 7 | Mathematics Course of Study 

 

2. Use facts about supplementary, complementary, vertical, and adjacent angles in a multi-

step problem to write and solve simple equations for an unknown angle in a figure. 

3. Solve real-world and mathematical problems involving area, volume and surface area of 

two- and three-dimensional objects composed of triangles, quadrilaterals, polygons, 

cubes, and right prisms. 

Statistics and Probability 7.SP 

Use random sampling to draw inferences about a population. 

1. Understand that statistics can be used to gain information about a population by 

examining a sample of the population; generalizations about a population from a 

sample are valid only if the sample is representative of that population. Understand that 

random sampling tends to produce representative samples and support valid 

inferences. 

2. Use data from a random sample to draw inferences about a population with an 

unknown characteristic of interest. Generate multiple samples (or simulated samples) of 

the same size to gauge the variation in estimates or predictions. For example, estimate 

the mean word length in a book by randomly sampling words from the book; predict the 

winner of a school election based on randomly sampled survey data. Gauge how far off 

the estimate or prediction might be. 

Draw informal comparative inferences about two populations. 

3. Informally assess the degree of visual overlap of two numerical data distributions with 

similar variabilities, measuring the difference between the centers by expressing it as a 

multiple of a measure of variability. For example, the mean height of players on the 

basketball team is 10 cm greater than the mean height of players on the soccer team, 

about twice the variability (mean absolute deviation) on either team; on a dot plot, the 

separation between the two distributions of heights is noticeable. 

4. Use measures of center and measures of variability for numerical data from random 

samples to draw informal comparative inferences about two populations. For example, 

decide whether the words in a chapter of a seventh-grade science book are generally 

longer than the words in a chapter of a fourth-grade science book. 

Investigate chance processes and develop, use, and evaluate probability models. 

5. Understand that the probability of a chance event is a number between 0 and 1 that 

expresses the likelihood of the event occurring. Larger numbers indicate greater 

likelihood. A probability near 0 indicates an unlikely event, a probability around 1/2 

indicates an event that is neither unlikely nor likely, and a probability near 1 indicates a 

likely event. 

6. Approximate the probability of a chance event by collecting data on the chance process 

that produces it and observing its long-run relative frequency, and predict the 
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Grade 7 | Mathematics Course of Study 

 

approximate relative frequency given the probability. For example, when rolling a 

number cube 600 times, predict that a 3 or 6 would be rolled roughly 200 times, but 

probably not exactly 200 times. 

7. Develop a probability model and use it to find probabilities of events. Compare 

probabilities from a model to observed frequencies; if the agreement is not good, 

explain possible sources of the discrepancy. 

a. Develop a uniform probability model by assigning equal probability to all 

outcomes, and use the model to determine probabilities of events. For example, 

if a student is selected at random from a class, find the probability that Jane will 

be selected and the probability that a girl will be selected. 

b. Develop a probability model (which may not be uniform) by observing 

frequencies in data generated from a chance process. For example, find the 

approximate probability that a spinning penny will land heads up or that a tossed 

paper cup will land open-end down. Do the outcomes for the spinning penny 

appear to be equally likely based on the observed frequencies? 

8. Find probabilities of compound events using organized lists, tables, tree diagrams, and 

simulation. 

a. Understand that, just as with simple events, the probability of a compound event 

is the fraction of outcomes in the sample space for which the compound event 

occurs. 

b. Represent sample spaces for compound events using methods such as organized 

lists, tables and tree diagrams. For an event described in everyday language (e.g., 

“rolling double sixes”), identify the outcomes in the sample space which 

compose the event. 

c. Design and use a simulation to generate frequencies for compound events. For 

example, use random digits as a simulation tool to approximate the answer to 

the question: If 40% of donors have type A blood, what is the probability that it 

will take at least 4 donors to find one with type A blood? 
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Essential Standards and COS Alignment: Science Grades K-8 

Grade Seven: 
 

Earth and Space Science 

Cycles and Patterns of Earth and the 
Moon  

The hydrologic cycle illustrates the changing states of 
water as it moves through the lithosphere, biosphere, 
hydrosphere and atmosphere.  

Thermal energy transfers in the ocean and the 
atmosphere contribute to the formation of currents, 
which influence global climate patterns.  

The atmosphere has different properties at different 
elevations and contains a mixture of gases that cycle 
through the lithosphere, biosphere, hydrosphere and 
atmosphere.  

The relative patterns of motion and positions of the 
Earth, moon and sun cause solar and lunar eclipses, 
tides and phases of the moon.  

Physical Science 

 Conservation of Mass and Energy The properties of matter are determined by the 
arrangement of atoms.  

Energy can be transformed from one form to another 
or can be transferred from one location to another, but 
is never lost. 

Energy can be transferred through a variety of ways.  

Life Science 

 Cycles of Matter and Flow of Energy Matter is transferred continuously between one 
organism to another and between organisms and their 
physical environments.  

In any particular biome, the number, growth and 
survival of organisms and populations depend on 
biotic and abiotic factors.  
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Seventh Grade Science Standards 
 

Theme: Order and Organization  
 
This theme focuses on helping students use scientific inquiry to discover patterns, trends, structures and relationships that may be described 
by simple principles. These principles are related to the properties or interactions within and between systems.  

Science Inquiry and Application 
 
During the years of grades 5-8 all students must use the following scientific processes to construct their knowledge and understanding in 
all science content areas:  
• Identify questions that can be answered through scientific investigations;  
• Design and conduct a scientific investigation;  
• Use appropriate mathematics, tools and techniques to gather data and information;  
• Analyze and interpret data;  
• Develop descriptions, models, explanations and predictions;  
• Think critically and logically to connect evidence and explanations;  
• Recognize and analyze alternative explanations and predictions; and  
• Communicate scientific procedures and explanations.  
• Apply Catholic values to development and application of science concepts. 

Strands 
Strand Connections: Systems can exchange energy and/or matter when interactions occur within systems and between systems. Systems 
cycle matter and energy in observable and predictable patterns.  

Earth and Space Science Science Physical Science Life Science 
Topic: Cycles and Patterns of Earth and the 
Moon  
 
This topic focuses on Earth’s hydrologic cycle, 
patterns that exist in atmospheric and oceanic 
currents, the relationship between thermal 
energy and the currents, and the relative 
position and movement of the Earth, sun and 
moon.  

Topic: Conservation of Mass and Energy  
 
 
This topic focuses on the empirical 
evidence for the arrangements of atoms 
on the Periodic Table of Elements, 
conservation of mass and energy, 
transformation and transfer of energy.  

Topic: Cycles of Matter and Flow of Energy 
 
 
This topic focuses on the impact of matter 
and energy transfer within the biotic 
component of ecosystems.  
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Content Statements 
The hydrologic cycle illustrates the changing 
states of water as it moves through the 
lithosphere, biosphere, hydrosphere and 
atmosphere.  
 
Thermal energy is transferred as water changes 
state throughout the cycle. The cycling of water 
in the atmosphere is an important part of 
weather patterns on Earth. The rate at which 
water flows through soil and rock is dependent 
upon the porosity and permeability of the soil 
or rock.  
 
Note: Contamination can occur within any step of the 
hydrologic cycle. Ground water is easily contaminated as 
pollution present in the soil or spilled on the ground 
surface moves into ground water and can impact 
numerous water sources.  

The properties of matter are determined 
by the arrangement of atoms.  
 
 
 
Elements can be organized into families of 
elements with similar properties, such as 
highly reactive metals, less-reactive 
metals, highly reactive nonmetals and 
some almost-completely nonreactive 
gases.  
 
Substances are classified according to 
their properties, such as metals and acids.  
 
When substances are combined in a 
mixture, the new product may have 
different properties, but the amount of 
mass does not change.  
 
Note 1: This is the conceptual introduction of the 
Periodic Table of Elements.  
 
Note 2: Acids and bases are included in this topic; 
further detail will be provided in the Model 
Curriculum.  
 
Note 3: It is important to emphasize that most 
changes in the properties of matter have some 
combination of chemical and physical change (at 
different levels).  

Matter is transferred continuously 
between one organism to another and 
between organisms and their physical 
environments.  
 
Plants use the energy in light to make 
sugars out of carbon dioxide and water 
(photosynthesis).  
 
These materials can be used immediately 
stored for later use. Organisms that eat 
plants break down plant structures to 
produce the materials and energy they 
need to survive. Then they are consumed 
by other organisms.  
 
Energy can transform from one form to 
another in living things. Animals get energy 
from oxidizing their food, releasing some of 
its energy as heat.  
 
The total amount of matter and energy 
remains constant, even though its form and 
location change.  
 
Note 1: Chemical reactions are presented as the 
rearrangement of atoms in molecules.  
 
Note 2: Chemical reactions in terms of subatomic 
structures of atoms are not appropriate.  
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Thermal energy transfers in the ocean and the 
atmosphere contribute to the formation of 
currents, which influence global climate 
patterns.  
 
The sun is the major source of energy for wind, 
air and ocean currents and the hydrologic cycle. 
As thermal energy transfers occur in the 
atmosphere and ocean, currents form. Large 
bodies of water can influence weather and 
climate. The jet stream is an example of an 
atmospheric current and the Gulf Stream is an 
example of an oceanic current. Ocean currents 
are influenced by factors other than thermal 
energy, such as water density, mineral content 
(such as salinity), ocean floor topography and 
Earth’s rotation. All of these factors delineate 
global climate patterns on Earth.  
 
Note: This content statement is related to LS grade 7 
(biomes). Regional temperature and precipitation 
contribute to the identification of climatic zones.  

Energy can be transformed from one 
form to another or can be transferred 
from one location to another, but is 
never lost.  
 
When energy is transferred from one 
system to another, the quantity of energy 
before transfer equals the quantity of 
energy after transfer. When energy is 
transformed from one form to another, 
the total amount of energy remains the 
same.  
 
Note: Further discussion of energy transformation is 
addressed at the high school level.  

In any particular biome, the number, 
growth and survival of organisms and 
populations depend on biotic and abiotic 
factors.  
 
Biomes are regional ecosystems 
characterized by distinct types of organisms 
that have developed under specific soil and 
climatic conditions.  
 
The variety of physical (abiotic) conditions 
that exists on Earth gives rise to diverse 
environments (biomes) and allows for the 
existence of a wide variety of organisms 
(biodiversity).  
 
Ecosystems are dynamic in nature; the 
number and types of species fluctuate over 
time. Disruptions, deliberate or 
inadvertent, to the physical (abiotic) or 
biological (biotic) components of an 
ecosystem impact the composition of an 
ecosystem.  
 
Note: Predator-prey and producer-consumer 
relations are addressed in grade 5.  
 

The atmosphere has different properties at 
different elevations and contains a mixture of 
gases that cycle through the lithosphere, 
biosphere, hydrosphere and atmosphere.  
 
The atmosphere is held to the Earth by the 
force of gravity. There are defined layers of the 
atmosphere that have specific properties, such 

Energy can be transferred through a 
variety of ways.  
 
 
 
Thermal energy can be transferred 
through radiation, convection and 
conduction. Mechanical energy can be 
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as temperature, chemical composition and 
physical characteristics. Gases in the 
atmosphere include nitrogen, oxygen, water 
vapor, carbon dioxide and other trace gases. 
Biogeochemical cycles illustrate the movement 
of specific elements or molecules (such as 
carbon or nitrogen) through the lithosphere, 
biosphere, hydrosphere and atmosphere.  
 
Note: The emphasis is on why the atmosphere has defined 
layers, not on naming the layers. 

transferred when objects push or pull on 
each other over a distance. 
Electromagnetic waves transfer energy 
when they interact with matter. Electrical 
energy transfers when an electrical source 
is connected in a complete electrical 
circuit to an electrical device.  
 
Note 1: Energy transfers should be experiential and 
observable. This builds upon PS grade 4 and is 
directly connected to ESS grade 7 (thermal energy 
transfers in the hydrologic cycle).  
 
Note 2: Electricity can be measured through 
current, voltage and resistance. In addition, 
renewable energy systems should be included (such 
as wind, geothermal, water or solar).  
 
Note 3: The types of waves used within this topic 
include seismic, oceanic, sound and light. Seismic 
waves also are found in ESS grade 8. 

The relative patterns of motion and positions 
of the Earth, moon and sun cause solar and 
lunar eclipses, tides and phases of the moon.  
 
The moon’s orbit and its change of position 
relative to the Earth and sun result in different 
parts of the moon being visible from Earth 
(phases of the moon). A solar eclipse is when 
Earth moves into the shadow of the moon  
(during a new moon). A lunar eclipse is when 
the moon moves into the shadow of Earth 
(during a full moon). Gravitational force 
between the Earth and the moon causes daily 
oceanic tides. When the gravitational forces 
from the sun and moon align (at new and full 
moons) spring tides occur. When the 
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gravitational forces of the sun and moon are 
perpendicular (at first and last quarter moons), 
neap tides occur.  
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Essential Standards and COS Alignment: Social Studies Grades K-8 

Grade Seven: 
 

World Studies from 750 B.C. to 1600 A.D.: Ancient Greece to the First Global Age  

Historical 
Thinking and 
Skills 

Historians and archaeologists describe historical events and issues from 
the perspectives of people living at the time to avoid evaluating the past 
in terms of today’s norms and values. 

Early 
Civilizations  

The civilizations that developed in Greece and Rome had an enduring 
impact on later civilizations. This legacy includes governance and law, 
engineering and technology, art and architecture, as well as literature and 
history. The Roman Empire also played an instrumental role in the 
spread of Christianity.  

Feudalism and 
Transitions  

Germanic invasions helped to break up the Roman Empire and set the 
stage for the development of feudal and manorial systems. Later 
invasions helped establish Mongol dominance in central Asia and led to 
the destruction of the Byzantine Empire by the Turks.  

Mongol influence led to unified states in China and Korea, but the Mongol 
failure to conquer Japan allowed a feudal system to persist.  

Achievements in medicine, science, mathematics and geography by the 
Islamic civilization dominated most of the Mediterranean after the decline 
of the Roman Empire. These achievements were introduced into Western 
Europe as a result of the Muslim conquests, Crusades and trade, 
influencing the European Renaissance.  

The Renaissance in Europe introduced revolutionary ideas, leading to 
cultural, scientific and social changes.  

The Reformation introduced changes in religion including the emergence 
of Protestant faiths and a decline in the political power and social 
influence of the Roman Catholic Church. 

First Global Age  Empires in Africa (Ghana, Mali and Songhay) and Asia (Byzantine, 
Ottoman, Mughal and China) grew as commercial and cultural centers 
along trade routes.  

The advent of the trans-Saharan slave trade had profound effects on 
both West and Central Africa and the receiving societies 

European economic and cultural influence dramatically increased through 
explorations, conquests and colonization.  

The Columbian Exchange (e.g., the exchange of fauna, flora and 
pathogens) among previously unconnected parts of the world reshaped 
societies in ways still evident today.  

Geography Maps and other geographic representations can be used to trace the 
development of human settlement over time.  

Social Studies Course of Study Report Card July, 2017 
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Essential Standards and COS Alignment: Social Studies Grades K-8 

Geographic factors promote or impede the movement of people, products 
and ideas. 

Trade routes connecting Africa, Europe and Asia fostered the spread of 
technology and major world religions.  

Improvements in transportation, communication and technology have 
facilitated cultural diffusion among peoples around the world 

 
Government 

The ability to understand individual and group perspectives is essential to 
analyzing historic and contemporary issues.  

Greek democracy and the Roman Republic were radical departures from 
monarchy and theocracy, influencing the structure and function of 
modern democratic governments.  

With the decline of feudalism, consolidation of power resulted in the 
emergence of nation states.  

Economics Individuals, governments and businesses must analyze costs and 
benefits when making economic decisions. A cost benefit analysis 
consists of determining the potential costs and benefits of an action and 
then balancing the costs against the benefits.  

The variability in the distribution of productive resources in the various 
regions of the world contributed to specialization, trade and 
interdependence 

The growth of cities and empires fostered the growth of markets. Market 
exchanges encouraged specialization and the transition from barter to 
monetary economies. 
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2013 Social Studies Standards 

Grade Seven 

Theme: World Studies from 750 B.C. to 1600 A.D.: Ancient Greece to the First Global Age   

The seventh-grade year is an integrated study of world history, beginning with ancient Greece and continuing through global exploration. All four social studies 

strands are used to illustrate how historic events are shaped by geographic, social, cultural, economic and political factors. Students develop their understanding of 

how ideas and events from the past have shaped the world today. 

Topic:  
Historical Thinking and 
Skills  

Early Civilizations  Feudalism and Transitions  First Global Age  

History   
Strand  
(Hist) 

Content Statement:  
1. Historians and 

archaeologists describe 
historical events and 
issues from the 
perspectives of people 
living at the time to avoid 
evaluating the past in 
terms of today’s norms 
and values.  

 

Content Statement:  
2. The civilizations that 

developed in Greece and 
Rome had an enduring 
impact on later 
civilizations. This legacy 
includes governance and 
law, engineering and 
technology, art and 
architecture, as well as 
literature and history. The 
Roman Empire also 
played an instrumental 
role in the spread of 
Christianity.  

 

Content Statements:  
3. Germanic invasions helped to break up the 

Roman Empire and set the stage for the 
development of feudal and manorial 
systems. Later invasions helped establish 
Mongol dominance in central Asia and led 
to the destruction of the Byzantine Empire 
by the Turks.  

4. Mongol influence led to unified states in 
China and Korea, but the Mongol failure to 
conquer Japan allowed a feudal system to 
persist.   

5. Achievements in medicine, science, 
mathematics and geography by the Islamic 
civilization dominated most of the 
Mediterranean after the decline of the 
Roman Empire. These achievements were 
introduced into Western Europe as a result 
of the Muslim conquests, Crusades and 
trade, influencing the European 
Renaissance.   

6. The Renaissance in Europe introduced 
revolutionary ideas, leading to cultural, 
scientific and social changes.   

7. The Reformation introduced changes in 
religion including the emergence of 
Protestant faiths and a decline in the 
political power and social influence of the 
Roman Catholic Church.   

Content Statements:  
8. Empires in Africa (Ghana, 

Mali and Songhay) and 
Asia (Byzantine, 
Ottoman, Mughal and 
China) grew as 
commercial and cultural 
centers along trade 
routes.   

9. The advent of the trans-
Saharan slave trade had 
profound effects on both 
West and Central Africa 
and the receiving 
societies.   

10. European economic and 
cultural influence 
dramatically increased 
through explorations, 
conquests and 
colonization.   

11. The Columbian Exchange 
(e.g., the exchange of 
fauna, flora and 
pathogens) among 
previously unconnected 
parts of the world 
reshaped societies in 
ways still evident today.  
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2013 Social Studies Standards 

Grade Seven 

Topic:  Spatial Thinking Skills  Human Systems  

Geography 
Strand  
(Geo) 

Content Statement:  
12. Maps and other geographic representations can be used to trace 

the development of human settlement over time.   
 

Content Statements:  
13. Geographic factors promote or impede the movement of people, 

products and ideas.  
14. Trade routes connecting Africa, Europe and Asia fostered the 

spread of technology and major world religions.   
15. Improvements in transportation, communication and technology 

have facilitated cultural diffusion among peoples around the world.   

Topic:  Civic Participation and Skills  Roles and Systems of Government  

Government 
Strand  
(Gov) 

Content Statement:  
16. The ability to understand individual and group perspectives is 

essential to analyzing historic and contemporary issues.   
 

Content Statements:  
17. Greek democracy and the Roman Republic were radical 

departures from monarchy and theocracy, influencing the structure 
and function of modern democratic governments.   

18. With the decline of feudalism, consolidation of power resulted in 
the emergence of nation states.   

Topic:  Economic Decision Making and Skills  Scarcity  Markets  

Economics 
Strand  
(Econ) 

Content Statement:  
19. Individuals, governments and businesses 

must analyze costs and benefits when 
making economic decisions. A cost-
benefit analysis consists of determining 
the potential costs and benefits of an 
action and then balancing the costs 
against the benefits.   

Content Statement:  
20. The variability in the distribution of 

productive resources in the various 
regions of the world contributed to 
specialization, trade and interdependence.  

Content Statement:  
21. The growth of cities and empires fostered 

the growth of markets. Market exchanges 
encouraged specialization and the 
transition from barter to monetary 
economies.  
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Seventh Grade Standards 

The Body 

Topic Standards Essential Question(s)s 

Heart disease, diabetes, cancer Know the difference between the two types of 
diabetes (7.B.1) 
 
Explain the importance of diet in prevention of 
heart disease and cancer (7.B.2) 
 
Explain how cancer develops and ways to reduce 
the risk (7.B.3) 
 
Describe the main kinds of heart attacks and lists 
steps to reduce the risks.  

How might my eating choices 
help prevent diseases? 

Fitness 

Topic Standards Essential Question(s)s 

How fitness can help with disease prevention. Describe the relationship between exercise and 
the feeling of physical and mental well-being, 
which promotes disease prevention. (7.F.1) 

How does fitness affect my 
wellness? 

The Body Systems 

Topic Standards Essential Question(s) 

Circulatory System Identify and describe the circulatory system and 
all of its components. Be sure to include heart 
disease. (7.BS.1) 

How does the circulatory 
system work? 

Safety 

Physical Safety Standards Personal Safety Standards Essential Question(s) 

Identify symptoms of heart attack, stroke, seizure Explain the effects of drug use. (7.S.1) When should you seek 
medical attention? 
 
How do substances affect the 
body? 

Communities 

Topic Standards Essential Question(s) 

Cyberbullying . List the effects of cyberbullying on an adolescent.  
(7.C.1) 
 
List the types of technology that could be used for 
cyberbullying. (7.C.2) 
 
Demonstrate techniques for dealing with bullying, 
including cyber bullying, and peer pressure (7.C.3) 

How do I deal with bullying? 
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Self-Concepts 

Topic Standards Essential Question(s) 

Mental and emotional disorders. Research different mental or emotional disorders 
(7.SC.1) 

What does an emotionally 
healthy person look like? 
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Student: New Bartlett     Grade: Grade 7   School Year: 2017 - 2018
PROGRESS CODES

E Exceeds the Essential Standard: The student exceeds the essential standard 
by consistently demonstrating an advanced level of understanding and/or the 
ability to apply knowledge at a higher level. For example the student 
synthesizes information and makes connections between concepts to apply the 
knowledge in new and unique ways or to apply the concepts to solve real world 
problems.

M Met the Essential Standard: The student has consistently mastered the 
essential standard taught and assessed.

W Working toward Meeting the Essential Standard: The student is working toward 
mastery of the essential standard or is inconsistent in his/her demonstration of 
mastery when assessed.

N Not Meeting the Essential Standard: Student has not demonstrated mastery of 
the essential standard. This is usually given to students that are at the 
beginning stages in learning a new concept or students who are working below 
grade level.

INS Insufficient Evidence: There was insufficient evidence provided for 
demonstration of mastery. Students will be given the opportunity to provide 
sufficient evidence by the end of the next grading period.

* Modification: Only for those students whose curriculum content area and 
standards have been modified based on Services Plan/IEP Goals. This does not 
apply to students who only have accommodations.

MATHEMATICS (New Teacher, 6-8 Teacher) 1 2 3 4
Ratios and Proportional Reasoning
Proportional Relationships         
The Number System
Multidigit Computation with Rational Numbers         
Expressions and Equations
Algebraic Expressions         
Word problems with Algebraic Equations         
Geometry
Geometric Figures and Similarities         
Area and Circumference of a Circle         
Angle Relationships         
Word Problems - 2D and 3D Figures         
Statistics and Probability
Statistical Analysis         
Probability         

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS (New Teacher, 6-8 
Teacher)

1 2 3 4

Reading-Literature
RL-Key Ideas and Details         
RL-Analyzing Text         
Reading-Informational Text
RI-Key Ideas and Details         
RI-Analyzing Text         

 

Writing
Writing Arguments         
Writing- Informative/Explanatory         
Writing-Narrative         
Research to Build and Present Knowledge         
Speaking and Listening
Comprehension and Communication         
Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas         
Language
Grammar and Usage         
Conventions of standard English (capitalization, 
punctuation, spelling, etc.)         

Knowledge of Language         
Vocabulary Acquisition and Use         

RELIGION (New Teacher, 6-8 Teacher) 1 2 3 4
Knowledge of the Faith
Understands vocabulary and concepts pertaining to:
The Person of Jesus Christ         
Sacred Scriptures, Creeds and Doctrines         
Liturgy and Sacrament
Understands vocabulary and concepts pertaining to:
The Paschal Mystery and liturgical life         
Moral Formation
Understands vocabulary and concepts pertaining to:
Beatitudes and Church Law         
Social sin, and conscience formation         
Authentic Love and human dignity         
Prayer
Understands vocabulary and concepts pertaining to:
Catholic Prayer; Personal and Public         
Life and Mission of the Church
Understands vocabulary and concepts pertaining to:
Spiritual growth and responsibility         
Domestic Church and Universal Church         
Missionary Spirit
Understands vocabulary and concepts pertaining to:
Discipleship; New Evangelization and the Apostolate         
Social Action and Transformation         

SCIENCE (New Teacher, 6-8 Teacher) 1 2 3 4
Earth and Space Science
Cycles and Patterns of Earth and the Moon         
Physical Science
Conservation of Mass and Energy         
Life Science
Cycles of Matter and Flow of Energy         

 

SOCIAL STUDIES (New Teacher, 6-8 Teacher) 1 2 3 4
World Studies from 750 B.C. to 1600 A.D.: Ancient Greece to the First Global Age

Historical Thinking and Skills         
Early Civilizations         
Feudalism and Transitions         
First Global Age         
Geography         
Government         
Economics         

ART (New Teacher, 6-8 Teacher) 1 2 3 4
Creates artwork using materials, tools and technology         
Understands techniques and concepts         
Connects art to history, culture and other disciplines         
Analyzes, critiques and reflects on artwork         

MUSIC (New Teacher, 6-8 Teacher) 1 2 3 4
Creates music through voice, instruments/or technology         
Understands and applies techniques and concepts         
Connects music to history, culture, and other disciplines         
Analyzes, critiques and reflects on music         

PHYSICAL EDUCATION (New Teacher, 6-8 Teacher) 1 2 3 4
Specialized skills and movement patterns         
Application of specialized manipulative skills         
Tactics and principles in game-like settings         
Health-related fitness         
Responsible personal and social behavior         
Values physical activity         

SPANISH (New Teacher, 6-8 Teacher) 1 2 3 4
Interpretive Communication         
Interpersonal Communication         
Presentational Communication         
Cultures Standard         

HEALTH (New Teacher, 6-8 Teacher) 1 2 3 4
Nutrition and Fitness         
Body Systems         
Safety         
Communities         
Self-Concepts         
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ATTENDANCE 1 2 3 4 TOTAL
Days Absent       0 0

Days Tardy       0 0

Teacher's Comments:
Quarter 1:   

Quarter 2:   

 
This student has been assigned to grade   

Principal signature   

Date  7/26/2017

 
Quarter 3:   

Quarter 4:   

 

 
 

Catholic Diocese of Columbus 

 

Diocese of Columbus Demo School 

 

Student Progress Report 

 

 

Student:    New Bartlett

 

Grade    Grade 7

 

Year:     2017 - 2018

 

Teacher  
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