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Essential Standards and COS Alignment: Religion Grades K-8 
Grade Five: 
 

Knowledge of the Faith  
Understands vocabulary and concepts pertaining to: 

The Person of Jesus Christ IA1-3,  

Sacred Scripture, Creeds and Doctrines IB1-4, ID1, IC1-5, IE1-2 

Liturgy and Sacrament 
Understands vocabulary and concepts pertaining to: 

Paschal Mystery: Sacramental Life and the Liturgical Year IIA1-3, IIB1-3, IIC1-3, IID1  

Moral Formation 
Understands vocabulary and concepts pertaining to: 

The Commandment to Love, Beatitudes, and Covenant 
Relationships 

IIIA1-3, IIIB1-3 

Grace, Sin, and Conscience Formation IIIC1-6, IIID1-4, IIIE1-3 

Virtues and Works of Mercy IIIG1-5 

Dignity of the Person IIIF1-4 

Prayer 
Understands vocabulary and concepts pertaining to: 

Catholic Prayer: Personal and Public ALL of IV 

Life and Mission of the Church 
Understands vocabulary and concepts pertaining to: 

Spiritual Growth and Relationships VA1-4, VB1-3 

Domestic Church and Universal Church VC1-4, VD1, VE1-3, VF1 

Missionary Spirit 
Understands vocabulary and concepts pertaining to: 

Discipleship: Vocation and Evangelization VIA1-2, VIB1-3, VIC1, VID1-2 
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March 2017 Grade Five CFCL Final 

Diocese of Columbus 
Grade Five Religion COS 

Based the Six Tasks of Catechesis* 
 
I. Catechesis Promotes Knowledge of the Faith  

(Catechism of the Catholic Church, 26-1065; General Directory for Catechesis, 84-85, 87) 
 

A. The Person of Jesus Christ:  Jesus loves and invites every person to be in relationship with him 
I. A. 1. Define the term “Incarnation” and know that it is a distinctive sign of the Christian 

faith (CCC 461-463; CFCL I.A.7) 
I. A. 2. Know that Jesus is the full revelation of God to humanity (CCC 50, 73, 221) 
I. A. 3. Know some New Testament titles for Jesus. (CCC 430-451) 

 
B. Understand Scripture Sacred Scripture is the living Word of God, a history of the covenant and a 

guide for life today 
I. B. 1. Recognize that Sacred Scripture is inspired by God, but written down by human 

authors (CCC 105-106) 
I. B. 2. Know how to find books, chapters, and verses in Sacred Scripture 
I. B. 3. Describe how God’s revelation comes through people and events in Sacred Scripture 

(CCC 69-73) 
I. B. 4. Identify the lands of the New Testament on a map 

 
C. Creeds and Doctrines of the Church The Creed expresses the faith of our Church and professes 

it to the world 
I. C. 1. Know that the three persons of the Trinity show us how to love one another 

unconditionally (CCC 255; CFCL I.A.3) 
I. C. 2. Explain the meaning and purpose of a creed (CCC 187) 
I. C. 3. Identify the Nicene and Apostles’ Creeds (CCC 194-195) 
I. C. 4. Define “Purgatory” (CCC 1030-1032) 
I. C. 5. Define particular and final judgment (CCC 1021, 1051, 1060; CFCL I.A.17) 

 
D. Discover the Church’s tradition and relevance of church history Our Church has a rich heritage 

which still serves as a guide for us today 
I. D. 1. Describe how the Church grew through Paul’s missionary journeys (Acts 13-14, 16-28) 
 

E. Christian thought and culture Our Church’s tradition is based in an appreciation for the gifts of 
many persons – theologians, saints, artists, teachers, and preachers – living as faithful disciples 
of Jesus 
I. E. 1. Identify the process of canonization of saints (CCC 828) 
I. E. 2. Explain why we pray to saints for their intercession and look to them as examples of 

holiness.  (CCC 956-957, 2030, 2683; CFCL I.A.31) 
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March 2017 Grade Five CFCL Final 

II. Catechesis promotes knowledge of the meaning of the Liturgy and Sacraments 
(CCC, 1066-1690; GDC, 84-85, 87) 
 
A. Paschal Mystery Forms and Transforms The liturgical and sacramental life of the Church 

informs, forms, and transforms us as disciples of Jesus in the world 
II. A. 1. Identify the Easter Triduum as the central celebration of the Paschal Mystery (CCC 

1168-1169) 
II. A. 2. Understand that through the Paschal Mystery we are redeemed from sin and death 

(CCC 601-603; Jn 3:16; CFCL I.A.8) 
II. A. 3. Recognize that by participation in the Paschal Mystery suffering becomes redemptive 

(CCC 618; 1Pt 2:21) 
 

B. Sacraments Sacraments are special celebrations of God’s love for us 
II. B. 1. Understand that sacraments are celebrated by and for the community, not just the 

individual (CCC 1140) 
II. B. 2. Define “transubstantiation” (CCC 1376) 
II. B. 3. Identify the signs, symbols, rites, and ordinary ministers for each of the seven 

sacraments 
 

C. Liturgical Catechesis We are invited into full, active, and conscious participation in the liturgical 
life of the Church 
II. C. 1. Identify the liturgical books used at Mass 
II. C. 2. Know that the scriptural readings in the Lectionary follow a three-year cycle for 

Sunday Masses and a two-year-cycle for daily Masses 
II. C. 3. Identify the differences among a solemnity, a feast, and a memorial (CCC 1194-1195) 

 
D. Dimensions of Priesthood:  Baptismal and Ordained Like Jesus, we are called to be priest, 

prophet, and king 
II. D. 1. Know that like Christ, all the baptized are anointed as priest, prophet, and king (CCC 

783-786, 1241, 1268) 
 
III. Catechesis Promotes Moral Formation in Jesus Christ 

(CCC 1691-2557; GDC, 84-85, 87) 
 

A. Commandment to Love The ‘New Commandment’ of Jesus, to love one another as he, God, has 
loved us is one of the defining characteristics of the Christian faith 
III. A. 1. Know the virtue of charity is Christ’s New Commandment (CCC 1823) 
III. A. 2. Know that to love is to will the good of another (CCC 1766; CFCL I.A.1) 
III. A. 3. Know that authentic love requires that we treat ourselves and each other with 

respect and justice (CCC 1825; CFCL I.A.23) 
 

B. Ten Commandments and Beatitudes The Scriptures, especially in the Ten Commandments and 
the Sermon on the Mount, give us moral guidance 
III. B. 1. Identify the Beatitudes (CCC 1716; Mt 5:  1-11; Lk 6:20-26; CFCL I.A.19) 
III. B. 2. Know that the Beatitudes help one live a moral life (CCC 1717; CFCL I.A.19) 
III. B. 3. Know that the first three commandments refer to our relationship with God and the 

last seven refer to our relationship with others (CCC 2067) 
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C. Sin and Grace God’s love can overcome the evil of sin in our world 
III. C. 1. Know that original sin is passed on to all generations of human beings (CCC 404; CFCL 

I.A.4) 
III. C. 2. Know that original sin weakens one’s ability to do good, and results in human 

suffering and ultimately in physical death (CCC 400) 
III. C. 3. Know that the sanctifying grace given at baptism frees one from original sin and gifts 

one with the possibility of living with God forever in heaven (CCC 1263, 1999) 
III. C. 4. Know that actual grace refers to God’s intervention at various times in one’s life (CCC 

2000) 
III. C. 5. Identify “sacramental grace” (CCC 2003) 
III. C. 6. Identify some specific graces given at each sacrament (CCC 1131,1279,1316-1317, 

1416, 1496, 1532, 1581, 1661)  
 

D. Conscience Formation The Gospel calls us to ongoing conversion, transforming our ways of 
thinking and living 
III. D. 1. Define “free will” (CCC 1730; CFCL I.A.2) 
III. D. 2. Know that the conscience is our ability to use our reason/intellect to make good 

choices (CFCL I.A.2) 
III. D. 3. Understand that temptation is an attraction toward sin that we must choose to 

reject. 
III. D. 4. Know that a “well-formed conscience” is based on reason (man’s ability to know) 

and is informed by faith (CCC 1783-1785; CFCL I.A.2) 
 

E. Objective Moral Norms The Scriptures and Tradition of the Church teach us about right and 
wrong 
III. E. 1. Know that the teachings of the Catholic Church are transmitted through Sacred 

Scripture and Sacred Tradition (CCC 80) 
III. E. 2. Identify the elements of Sacred Tradition (CCC 80-83) 
III. E. 3. Know that the teachings of the Church explain objective truths about God, the 

individual’s relationship with God, and with one other 
 

F. Gospel of Life All life is a gift from God and is to be held sacred 
III. F. 1. Know that through the Incarnation all humanity shares in the life and dignity of God 

(CCC 521) 
III. F. 2. Know that God made man and woman equal, but different and complimentary (CCC 

2333-2335) 
III. F. 3. Know that we relate to the world through our human sexuality 

(maleness/femaleness) because we are both body and soul (CCC 364-365, 2332; CFCL 
I.A.2) 

III. F. 4. Know that the dignity of the person can be destroyed through prejudice, gossip, lying, 
slander, stealing, cheating, bullying, etc.  

 
G. Living a Moral Life As disciples of Jesus, we desire to follow him in his attitudes and actions 

III. G. 1. Recall that the Theological virtues aid each person to grow in generous self-giving 
love (CCC 1812-1844; CFCL I.A.15) 

III. G. 2. Recall that the Cardinal virtues guide our reason and order our passions/emotions 
(CCC 1805-1809; CFCL I.A.14) 
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III. G. 3. Understand chastity as a virtue related to temperance that allows us to do what is 
right, good, and loving with our bodies and our sexuality (maleness/femaleness) 
(CCC 2337-235; CFCL I.A.20 & 23) 

III. G. 4. Name the Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy (CCC 2447) 
III. G. 5. Recall that we need God’s help to live the virtues (CFCL I.A.28) 

 
 

IV. Catechesis Teaches the Christian How to Pray  
(CCC 2558-2865; GDC 84-85, 87) 
 
A. Christian Prayer Tradition Prayer in all its many forms is a language of love, faith, and hope 

IV. A. 1. Name the five forms of prayer (CCC 2626-2649) 
 

B. Personal Prayer The mystery of God’s action in our lives draws us into a deeper relationship and 
a deeper desire to respond in prayer 
IV. B. 1. Know that prayer and the Christian life are inseparable (CCC 2744-2745) 
IV. B. 2. Explain how personal prayer and virtuous actions help us grow in our ability to love 

and serve others (CCC  2744-45; CFCL I.A.24, 28)  
IV. B. 3. Know that one will have personal preferences in prayer forms 

 
C. Communal Prayer We share prayer with others, and worship together as the People of God 

IV. C. 1. Know that liturgical prayer is the public prayer of the Church (CCC 1066-1073) 
IV. C. 2. Name the three forms of liturgical prayer:  the Eucharistic Liturgy, the celebration of 

the seven sacraments, and the Liturgy of Hours (CCC 1070, 1076, 1175) 
 

D. Popular Piety and Devotions Our families and friends share with us ways to grow closer to God 
IV. D. 1. Identify some types of devotional prayer, e.g., litany, novena, rosary, Stations of the 

Cross, Eucharistic adoration, etc. (CCC 1674) 
 

V. Catechesis Prepares the Christian to Live in Community and to Participate in the Life and Mission 
of the Church (GDC 84, 86-87) 

 
A. Spiritual Growth Our community life is built on the understanding that humans grow and 

develop physically, mentally, emotionally, and socially as well as spiritually 
V. A. 1. Know that the theological virtues of Faith, Hope and Love are God’s gifts that enable 

one to grow in holiness (CCC 1812ff; CFCL I.A.15) 
V. A. 2. Know that we grow in holiness as we develop good habits  
V. A. 3. Understand the term “self-mastery/self-control” as they relate to a life of virtue and 

spiritual growth (CFCL I.A.22 & 24) 
V. A. 4. Understand that a life of prayer is essential to spiritual growth (CCC 2744-2745) 
 

B. Relationships and Responsibilities In the Gospel, Jesus teaches us that, living together in the 
Kingdom of God, we must grow in understanding, compassion, concern for the least, and mutual 
charity 
V. B. 1. Describe the nature and responsibilities of Christian friendship (CCC 1829, 1939, 2347) 
V. B. 2. Define the “common good” as understood by the Catholic Church (CCC 1905-1909) 
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V. B. 3. Recall that because our bodies are “temples of the Holy Spirit” and they must be 
treated with respect. (i.e. physical, emotional and sexual health; and personal 
identity) (CCC 364, 2519; CFCL I.A.24) 

 
C. Marriage and Family Life—Domestic Church Our family life is the church of the home, where 

we learn to love God and care for each other 
V. C. 1. Understand the importance of family life for the individual and for society as a whole 

(CCC 2207-2213; CFCL I.A.29) 
V. C. 2. Know that the mutual self-gift and love of husband and wife is an image of the 

unconditional love between Christ and his Church (CCC 1612-1617; Eph 5:25-26; 31-
33; CFCL I.A.29) 

V. C. 3. Know that marriage is a sacrament between one man and one woman (CCC 1601) 
V. C. 4. Know that married couples are called to live chastity as an example to the world of 

authentic love (CFCL I.A.30) 
 

D. Faith Communities Participation in the life and mission of the Church is both personal and 
communal 
V. D. 1. Know that the liturgical and sacramental life of the Church is both personal and 

communal (CCC 1134) 
 

E. Nature and Mission of the Church The Church is the family of God, sent to bring the Good News 
of Jesus to all people 
V. E. 1. Name the Four Marks of the Church (CCC 811ff) 
V. E. 2. Identify the Church as the Body of Christ continuing Christ’s salvific action in the world 

(CCC 1213; Col 2:24-29) 
V. E. 3. Understand that the Church’s participation in the Paschal Mystery is expressed 

through her liturgical life and her service in the world (CCC 1134) 
 

F. Ecumenism We share in promoting the unity of all God’s people as a basic part of our fidelity to 
the Gospel 
V. F. 1. Know that Jesus calls all Christians to work together to build the Kingdom (CCC 820) 

 
VI. Catechesis Promotes a Missionary Spirit that Prepares the Faithful to Transform Society. 

(GDC 84, 86-87) 
 

A. Evangelization The Sacraments of Initiation both invite and empower us to live as disciples in 
the larger society and in the world 
V. A. 1. Define “evangelization” (CCC 905) 
V. A. 2. Know that the sacramental life of the Church empowers the faithful to evangelize the 

world (CCC 1116, 1122, 2044) 
 

B. Vocation/Apostolate Each is called to a particular task in helping to reveal the Kingdom of God 
in the service of God’s plan for the world 
VI. B. 1. Know that each person shares responsibility for the mission of the Church (CCC 849; 

Mt 28:18-20) 
VI. B. 2. Explain how the various vocations function to build God’s kingdom and further the 

mission of the church 
VI. B. 3. Know that all people are called to live the virtue of chastity (CFCL I.A.20) 
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March 2017 Grade Five CFCL Final 

 
C. Social Action and Transformation The Social Teachings of our tradition inspire us to concern 

and to action aimed at the well-being of all humankind 
VI. C. 1. Know that through the virtues of charity and justice Christians are called to oppose 

social sin and to transform the world (CCC 1928-1933, 2446; Mi 6:8) 
 

D. Interreligious Dialogue We dialogue and work with people of other faiths, to build 
understanding and to find our common hopes and values for a better world 
VI. D. 1. Know that we are bound to all peoples by our belief that God is the source and end of 

all human life (CCC 842) 
VI. D. 2. Know that the Church acknowledges the spiritual and moral truths of other religions 

as a preparation for hearing the Gospel (CCC 842; Nostra Aetate 1-2) 
 
 
 
 
*Committee on Education of the United States Catholic Conference. Our Hearts Were Burning Within 
Us:  A Pastoral Plan for Adult Faith Formation in the United States. Washington DC:  United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops, 1999. 
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Essential Standards and COS Alignment: ELA Grades K-8 

 
 
Grade Five: 

Reading - Literature 

Key Ideas and Details RL.1, RL.2, RL.3 

Analyzing Text RL.4, RL.5, RL.6, RL.7, RL.9 

Reading - Informational Text 

Key Ideas and Details RI.1, RI.2, RI.3 

Analyzing Text RI.4, RI.5, RI.6, RI.7, RI.8, RI.9 

Reading - Foundational Skills 

Phonics and Word Analysis RF.3 

Fluency and Accuracy RL.10, RI.10, RF.4 

Writing 

 Writing - Opinion W.1, W.4, W.5, W.6 

Writing - Informative/Explanatory W.2, W.4, W.5, W.6 

Writing - Narrative W.3, W.4, W.5, W.6 

Research to Build and Present Knowledge W.7, W.8 

Speaking and Listening 

Comprehension and Communication SL.1, SL.2, SL.3 

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas SL.4, SL.5, SL.6 

Language 

Grammar and Usage L.1 

Conventions of standard English (capitalization, 
punctuation, spelling, etc.) 

 L.2 

Knowledge of Language L.3 

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use L.4, L.5, L.6 
 
 
 
 

ELA Course of Study Report Card July, 2017 
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   |   OHIO’S LEARNING STANDARDS FOR ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS   | CROSSWALK   |   2017 
 

Grade 
Level Strand 2010 Standard 2017 Standard Changes and Implications 

4 
La

ng
ua

ge
 

L.4.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-
appropriate general academic and 
domain-specific words and phrases, 
including those that signal precise actions, 
emotions, or states of being (e.g., quizzed, 
whined, stammered) and that are basic to 
a particular topic (e.g., wildlife, 
conservation, and endangered when 
discussing animal preservation). 

no change  

5 

R
ea

di
ng

 L
ite

ra
tu

re
 

RL.5.1 Quote accurately from a text when 
explaining what the text says explicitly and 
when drawing inferences from the text. 

no change  

5 RL.5.2 Determine a theme of a story, 
drama, or poem from details in the text, 
including how characters in a story or 
drama respond to challenges or how the 
speaker in a poem reflects upon a topic; 
summarize the text. 

RL.5.2 Analyze literary text 
development. 
a. Determine a theme of a story, drama, 
or poem from details in the text, 
including how characters in a story or 
drama respond to challenges or how the 
speaker in a poem reflects upon a topic.  
b. Summarize the text, incorporating a 
theme determined from details in the 
text. 

This standard has been separated 
into sub-standards to clarify how 
theme should be used in writing a 
summary of the story.  
 

5 RL.5.3 Compare and contrast two or more 
characters, settings, or events in a story or 
drama, drawing on specific details in the 
text (e.g., how characters interact). 

no change  

5 RL.5.4 Determine the meaning of words 
and phrases as they are used in a text, 
including figurative language such as 
metaphors and similes. 

RL.5.4 Determine the meaning of words 
and phrases as they are used in a text, 
including figurative language, such as 
metaphors, similes, and idioms. 

This standard was revised to 
include “idioms” as part of the 
figurative language examples.  
 
Added figurative language, 
metaphor, and simile to the glossary 
in order to clarify content and/or 
expectations for the standard.  
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  |   OHIO’S LEARNING STANDARDS FOR ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS   | CROSSWALK   |   2017 
 

Grade 
Level Strand 2010 Standard 2017 Standard Changes and Implications 

5 
R

ea
di

ng
 L

ite
ra

tu
re

 
RL.5.5 Explain how a series of chapters, 
scenes, or stanzas fits together to provide 
the overall structure of a particular story, 
drama, or poem. 

no change  

5 RL.5.6 Describe how a narrator’s or 
speaker’s point of view influences how 
events are described. 

RL.5.6 Describe how a narrator’s or 
speaker’s point of view and perspective 
influence how events are described. 

Added perspective to this standard. 
Terms from this standard were 
added to the glossary in order to 
clarify content and/or expectations.  

5 RL.5.7 Analyze how visual and multimedia 
elements contribute to the meaning, tone, 
or beauty of a text (e.g., graphic novel, 
multimedia presentation of fiction, folktale, 
myth, poem). 

RL.5.7 Analyze how visual and multimedia 
elements contribute to the meaning, tone, 
mood, or appeal of a text (e.g., graphic 
novel, multimedia presentation of fiction, 
folktale, myth, poem). 

Added mood to this standard, and 
beauty was revised to appeal to 
clarify expectation for this standard. 
Appeal refers to what makes the 
text particularly engaging to the 
reader.  
 
Added tone and mood to the 
glossary in order to clarify content 
and/or expectations for the 
standard. 

5 RL.5.8 (Not applicable to literature) no change  
5 RL.5.9 Compare and contrast stories in 

the same genre (e.g., mysteries and 
adventure stories) on their approaches to 
similar themes and topics. 

RL.5.9 Compare and contrast stories in the 
same genre (e.g., mysteries and adventure 
stories) on their approaches to similar 
themes and topics. 

Added genre to the glossary in 
order to clarify content and/or 
expectations for the standard. 
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  |   OHIO’S LEARNING STANDARDS FOR ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS   | CROSSWALK   |   2017 
 

Grade 
Level Strand 2010 Standard 2017 Standard Changes and Implications 

5 
R

ea
di

ng
 L

ite
ra

tu
re

 
RL.5.10 By the end of the year, read and 
comprehend literature, including stories, 
dramas, and poetry, at the high end of the 
grades 4–5 text complexity band 
independently and proficiently. 

RL.5.10 By the end of the year, read and 
comprehend literature, including stories, 
dramas, and poetry, at the high end of the 
grades 4–5 text complexity band 
independently and proficiently. Activate 
prior knowledge and draw on previous 
experiences in order to make text-to-self 
or text-to-text connections and 
comparisons. 

The content added to this standard 
allows the educator to draw on a 
student’s previous experience either 
personally or with other texts in 
order to help the student better 
understand the concepts in the texts 
being studied in the classroom.  
 
These skills are derived from 
Reader Response, or Transactional, 
Theory. Articles further describing 
Reader Response can be found 
here [hyperlink to articles on ELA 
webpage]. 

5 

R
ea

di
ng

 In
fo

rm
at

io
na

l 

RI.5.1 Quote accurately from a text when 
explaining what the text says explicitly and 
when drawing inferences from the text. 

no change  

5 RI.5.2 Determine two or more main ideas 
of a text and explain how they are 
supported by key details; summarize the 
text. 

RI.5.2 Analyze informational text 
development. 
a. Determine the main ideas of a text and 
explain how they are supported by key 
details.  
b. Provide a summary of the text that 
includes the main ideas and key details, 
as well as other important information. 

This standard has been separated 
into sub-standards to clarify how 
details from the text should be used 
in writing a summary of the text.  
 

5 RI.5.3 Explain the relationships or 
interactions between two or more 
individuals, events, ideas, or concepts in a 
historical, scientific, or technical text based 
on specific information in the text. 

no change  

5 RI.5.4 Determine the meaning of general 
academic and domain-specific words and 
phrases in a text relevant to a grade 5 
topic or subject area. 

no change  
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Grade 
Level Strand 2010 Standard 2017 Standard Changes and Implications 

5 
R

ea
di

ng
 In

fo
rm

at
io

na
l 

RI.5.5 Compare and contrast the overall 
structure (e.g., chronology, comparison, 
cause/effect, problem/solution) of events, 
ideas, concepts, or information in two or 
more texts. 

no change  

5 RI.5.6 Analyze multiple accounts of the 
same event or topic, noting important 
similarities and differences in the point of 
view they represent. 

RI.5.6 Analyze multiple accounts of the 
same event or topic, noting important 
similarities and differences in the 
perspectives they represent. 

Perspective now replaces point of 
view in all Reading Informational 
standards, and both terms were 
added to glossary in order to clarify 
content and/or expectations for the 
standard. 

5 RI.5.7 Draw on information from multiple 
print or digital sources, demonstrating the 
ability to locate an answer to a question 
quickly or to solve a problem efficiently. 

no change  

5 RI.5.8 Explain how an author uses 
reasons and evidence to support particular 
points in a text, identifying which reasons 
and evidence support which point(s). 

RI.5.8 Explain how an author uses 
evidence to support particular points in a 
text, identifying which evidence supports 
corresponding points. 

Deleted “reasons” from this 
standard to align vertically and with 
the anchor standard.  
 

5 RI.5.9 Integrate information from several 
texts on the same topic in order to write or 
speak about the subject knowledgeably. 

no change  

5 RI.5.10 By the end of the year, read and 
comprehend informational texts, including 
history/social studies, science, and 
technical texts, at the high end of the 
grades 4–5 text complexity band 
independently and proficiently. 

no change  
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5 
R

ea
di

ng
 F
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at
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RF.5.3 Know and apply grade-level 
phonics and word analysis skills in 
decoding words. 
a. Use combined knowledge of all letter-
sound correspondences, syllabication 
patterns, and morphology (e.g., roots and 
affixes) to read accurately unfamiliar 
multisyllabic words in context and out of 
context. 

RF.5.3 Know and apply grade-level phonics 
and word analysis skills in decoding words 
by using combined knowledge of all letter-
sound correspondences, syllabication 
patterns, and morphology (e.g., roots and 
affixes) to read accurately unfamiliar 
multisyllabic words in context and out of 
context. 

This standard revision was an 
organizational change to represent 
outlining conventions. This change 
was made in all pertinent standards 
at all grade levels.  
 
The content and skills expected in 
this standard remain the same. 

5 RF.5.4 Read with sufficient accuracy and 
fluency to support comprehension. 
a. Read grade-level text with purpose and 
understanding. 
b. Read grade-level prose and poetry 
orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and 
expression on successive readings. 
c. Use context to confirm or self-correct 
word recognition and understanding, 
rereading as necessary. 

no change  

5 

W
rit

in
g 

W.5.1 Write opinion pieces on topics or 
texts, supporting a point of view with 
reasons and information. 
a. Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an 
opinion, and create an organizational 
structure in which ideas are logically 
grouped to support the writer’s purpose. 
b. Provide logically ordered reasons that 
are supported by facts and details. 
c. Link opinion and reasons using words, 
phrases, and clauses (e.g., consequently, 
specifically). 
d. Provide a concluding statement or 
section related to the opinion presented. 

W.5.1 Write opinion pieces on topics or 
texts, supporting a point of view with 
reasons and information. 
a. Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an 
opinion, and create an organizational 
structure in which ideas are logically 
grouped to support the writer’s purpose. 
b. Provide logically ordered reasons that 
are supported by facts and details. 
c. Link opinion and reasons using words, 
phrases, and clauses (e.g., consequently, 
specifically). 
d. Provide a concluding statement or 
section related to the opinion presented. 

Added clause to the glossary in 
order to clarify content and/or 
expectations for the standard. 
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5 
W

rit
in

g 
W.5.2 Write informative/explanatory texts 
to examine a topic and convey ideas and 
information clearly. 
a. Introduce a topic clearly, provide a 
general observation and focus, and group 
related information logically; include 
formatting (e.g., headings), illustrations, 
and multimedia when useful to aiding 
comprehension. 
b. Develop the topic with facts, definitions, 
concrete details, quotations, or other 
information and examples related to the 
topic. 
c. Link ideas within and across categories 
of information using words, phrases, and 
clauses (e.g., in contrast, especially). 
d. Use precise language and domain-
specific vocabulary to inform about or 
explain the topic. 
e. Provide a concluding statement or 
section related to the information or 
explanation presented. 

W.5.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to 
examine a topic and convey ideas and 
information clearly. 
a. Introduce a topic clearly, provide a 
general observation and focus, and group 
related information logically; include 
formatting (e.g., headings), illustrations, 
and multimedia to aid comprehension, if 
needed. 
b. Develop the topic with facts, definitions, 
concrete details, quotations, or other 
information and examples related to the 
topic. 
c. Link ideas within and across categories 
of information using words, phrases, and 
clauses (e.g., in contrast, especially). 
d. Use precise language and domain-
specific vocabulary to inform about or 
explain the topic. 
e. Provide a concluding statement or 
section related to the information or 
explanation presented. 

Tech edit; phrasing 
 
The expectations for this standard 
remain the same. 
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5 
W

rit
in

g 
W.5.3 Write narratives to develop real or 
imagined experiences or events using 
effective technique, descriptive details, 
and clear event sequences. 
a. Orient the reader by establishing a 
situation and introducing a narrator and/or 
characters; organize an event sequence 
that unfolds naturally. 
b. Use narrative techniques, such as 
dialogue, description, and pacing, to 
develop experiences and events or show 
the responses of characters to situations. 
c. Use a variety of transitional words, 
phrases, and clauses to manage the 
sequence of events. 
d. Use concrete words and phrases and 
sensory details to convey experiences and 
events precisely. 
e. Provide a conclusion that follows from 
the narrated experiences or events. 

W.5.3 Write narratives to develop real or 
imagined experiences or events using 
effective technique, descriptive details, and 
clear event sequences. 
a. Orient the reader by establishing a 
situation and introducing a narrator and/or 
characters; organize an event sequence 
that unfolds naturally. 
b. Use narrative techniques, such as 
dialogue, description, and pacing, to 
develop experiences and events or show 
the responses of characters to situations. 
c. Use a variety of transitional words, 
phrases, and clauses to manage the 
sequence of events. 
d. Use concrete words and phrases and 
sensory details to convey experiences and 
events precisely. 
e. Provide a conclusion that follows from 
the narrated experiences or events. 

Added transitions to the glossary in 
order to clarify content and/or 
expectations for the standard. 

5 W.5.4 Produce clear and coherent writing 
in which the development and organization 
are appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience. 

no change  

5 W.5.5 With guidance and support from 
peers and adults, develop and strengthen 
writing as needed by planning, revising, 
editing, rewriting, or trying a new 
approach. 

W.5.5 With guidance and support from 
peers and adults, develop and strengthen 
writing as needed by planning, revising, 
editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach. 

Added revise and edit to the 
glossary in order to clarify content 
and/or expectations for the 
standard. 

5 W.5.6 With some guidance and support 
from adults, use technology, including the 
Internet, to produce and publish writing as 
well as to interact and collaborate with 
others; demonstrate sufficient command of 
keyboarding skills to type a minimum of 
two pages in a single sitting. 

W.5.6 With some guidance and support 
from adults, use technology, including the 
Internet, to produce and publish writing as 
well as to interact and collaborate with 
others, while demonstrating sufficient 
command of keyboarding. 

All time and length restrictions for 
student writing and publishing has 
been deleted for equity reasons.  
 
Follow the link in the standard to 
expectations regarding keyboarding 
instruction/exposure. 
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5 
W

rit
in

g 
W.5.7 Conduct short research projects 
that use several sources to build 
knowledge through investigation of 
different aspects of a topic. 

no change  

5 W.5.8 Recall relevant information from 
experiences or gather relevant information 
from print and digital sources; summarize 
or paraphrase information in notes and 
finished work, and provide a list of 
sources. 

W.5.8 Recall relevant information from 
experiences or gather relevant information 
from print and digital sources; summarize 
or paraphrase information in notes and 
finished work and provide a list of sources. 

Tech edit; punctuation 
 
The expectations for this standard 
remain the same. 

5 W.5.9 Draw evidence from literary or 
informational texts to support analysis, 
reflection, and research. 
a. Apply grade 5 Reading standards to 
literature (e.g., “Compare and contrast two 
or more characters, settings, or events in a 
story or a drama, drawing on specific 
details in the text [e.g., how characters 
interact]”). 
b. Apply grade 5 Reading standards to 
informational texts (e.g., “Explain how an 
author uses reasons and evidence to 
support particular points in a text, 
identifying which reasons and evidence 
support which point[s]”). 

no change  

5 W.5.10 Write routinely over extended time 
frames (time for research, reflection, and 
revision) and shorter time frames (a single 
sitting or a day or two) for a range of 
discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and 
audiences. 

no change  
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5 
Sp

ea
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SL.5.1 Engage effectively in a range of 
collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in 
groups, and teacher-led) with diverse 
partners on grade 5 topics and texts, 
building on others’ ideas and expressing 
their own clearly. 
a. Come to discussions prepared, having 
read or studied required material; explicitly 
draw on that preparation and other 
information known about the topic to 
explore ideas under discussion. 
b. Follow agreed-upon rules for 
discussions and carry out assigned roles. 
c. Pose and respond to specific questions 
by making comments that contribute to the 
discussion and elaborate on the remarks 
of others. 
d. Review the key ideas expressed and 
draw conclusions in light of information 
and knowledge gained from the 
discussions. 

no change  

5 SL.5.2 Summarize a written text read 
aloud or information presented in diverse 
media and formats, including visually, 
quantitatively, and orally. 

no change  

5 SL.5.3 Summarize the points a speaker 
makes and explain how each claim is 
supported by reasons and evidence. 

no change  

5 SL.5.4 Report on a topic or text or present 
an opinion, sequencing ideas logically and 
using appropriate facts and relevant, 
descriptive details to support main ideas or 
themes; speak clearly at an 
understandable pace. 

no change  
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5  SL.5.5 Include multimedia components 
(e.g., graphics, sound) and visual displays 
in presentations when appropriate to 
enhance the development of main ideas or 
themes. 

no change  

5 SL.5.6 Adapt speech to a variety of 
contexts and tasks, using formal English 
when appropriate to task and situation. 

no change  

5 

La
ng

ua
ge

 

L.5.1 Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard English grammar 
and usage when writing or speaking. 
a. Explain the function of conjunctions, 
prepositions, and interjections in general 
and their function in particular sentences. 
b. Form and use the perfect (e.g., I had 
walked; I have walked; I will have walked) 
verb tenses. 
c. Use verb tense to convey various times, 
sequences, states, and conditions. 
d. Recognize and correct inappropriate 
shifts in verb tense. 
e. Use correlative conjunctions (e.g., 
either/or, neither/nor). 

no change  
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5 
La

ng
ua

ge
 

L.5.2 Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling 
when writing. 
a. Use punctuation to separate items in a 
series. 
b. Use a comma to separate an 
introductory element from the rest of the 
sentence. 
c. Use a comma to set off the words yes 
and no (e.g., Yes, thank you), to set off a 
tag question from the rest of the sentence 
(e.g., It’s true, isn’t it?), and to indicate 
direct address (e.g., Is that you, Steve?). 
d. Use underlining, quotation marks, or 
italics to indicate titles of works. 
e. Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, 
consulting references as needed. 

no change  

5 L.5.3 Use knowledge of language and its 
conventions when writing, speaking, 
reading, or listening. 
a. Expand, combine, and reduce 
sentences for meaning, reader/listener 
interest, and style. 
b. Compare and contrast the varieties of 
English (e.g., dialects, registers) used in 
stories, dramas, or poems. 

no change  
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5 
La

ng
ua

ge
 

L.5.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of 
unknown and multiple-meaning words and 
phrases based on grade 5 reading and 
content, choosing flexibly from a range of 
strategies. 
a. Use context (e.g., cause/effect 
relationships and comparisons in text) as a 
clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 
b. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek 
and Latin affixes and roots as clues to the 
meaning of a word (e.g., photograph, 
photosynthesis). 
c. Consult reference materials (e.g., 
dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both 
print and digital, to find the pronunciation 
and determine or clarify the precise 
meaning of key words and phrases. 

no change  

5 L.5.5 Demonstrate understanding of 
figurative language, word relationships, 
and nuances in word meanings. 
a. Interpret figurative language, including 
similes and metaphors, in context. 
b. Recognize and explain the meaning of 
common idioms, adages, and proverbs. 
c. Use the relationship between particular 
words (e.g., synonyms, antonyms, 
homographs) to better understand each of 
the words. 

L.5.5 Demonstrate understanding of 
figurative language, word relationships, and 
nuances in word meanings. 
a. Interpret figurative language, including 
similes and metaphors, in context. 
b. Recognize and explain the meaning of 
common idioms, adages, and proverbs. 
c. Use the relationship between particular 
words (e.g., synonyms, antonyms, 
homographs) to better understand each of 
the words. 

Follow link in standard to model 
curriculum resources  
 
Added adage and proverb to the 
glossary in order to clarify content 
and/or expectations for the 
standard. 

5 L.5.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-
appropriate general academic and 
domain-specific words and phrases, 
including those that signal contrast, 
addition, and other logical relationships 
(e.g., however, although, nevertheless, 
similarly, moreover, in addition). 

no change  
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2013 ELA Course of Study  

College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for 
Reading (K-5 Standards) 
The K–5 standards on the following pages define what students should understand and be able to do by 
the end of each grade. They correspond to the College and Career Readiness (CCR) anchor standards 
below by number. The CCR and grade-specific standards are necessary complements—the former 
providing broad standards, the latter providing additional specificity—that together define the skills and 
understandings that all students must demonstrate. 
 
Key Ideas and Details 

1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite 
specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text. 

2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key 
supporting details and ideas. 

3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text. 
Craft and Structure 

4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, 
and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone. 

5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of 
the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the whole. 

6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text. 
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and 

quantitatively, as well as in words.3 

8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the 
reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence. 

9. Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to 
compare the approaches the authors take. 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 
10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently. 

                                                      
3 Please see “Research to Build and Present Knowledge” in writing and “Comprehension and Collaboration” in Speaking and Listening for additional standards relevant to gathering, 
assessing, and applying information from print and digital sources. 

Note on range and content of student 

reading 

To build a foundation for college and career 

readiness, students must read widely and 

deeply from among a broad range of high-

quality, increasingly challenging literary and 

informational texts. Through extensive 

reading of stories, dramas, poems, and 

myths from diverse cultures and different 

time periods, students gain literary and 

cultural knowledge as well as familiarity with 

various text structures and elements. By 

reading texts in history/social studies, 

science, and other disciplines, students build 

a foundation of knowledge in these fields that 

will also give them the background to be 

better readers in all content areas. Students 

can only gain this foundation when the 

curriculum is intentionally and coherently 

structured to develop rich content knowledge 

within and across grades. Students also 

acquire the habits of reading independently 

and closely, which are essential to their 

future success. 
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2013 ELA Course of Study  

Grade 3 students: Grade 4 students: Grade 5 students: 

Key Ideas and Details 
1. Ask and answer questions to demonstrate 

understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as 
the basis for the answers. 

1. Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining 
what the text says explicitly and when drawing 
inferences from the text. 

1. Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the 
text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from 
the text. 

2. Recount stories, including fables, folktales, and myths 
from diverse cultures; determine the central message, 
lesson, or moral and explain how it is conveyed through 
key details in the text. 

2. Determine a theme of a story, drama, poem, or 
Scripture from details in the text; summarize the text. 

2. Determine a theme of a story, drama, poem, or 
Scripture from details in the text, including how 
characters in a story or drama respond to challenges or 
how the speaker in a poem reflects upon a topic; 
summarize the text. 

3. Describe characters, including Bible characters in a 
story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or feelings) and 
explain how their actions contribute to the sequence of 
events. 

3. Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a 
story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text 
(e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, or actions). 

3. Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, 
or events in a story or drama, drawing on specific 
details in the text (e.g., how characters interact). 

Craft and Structure 
4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they 

are used in a text, distinguishing literal from nonliteral 
language. 

4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they 
are used in a text, including those that allude to 
significant characters found in mythology (e.g., 
Herculean). 

4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they 
are used in a text, including figurative language such as 
metaphors and similes. 

5. Refer to parts of stories, dramas, and poems when 
writing or speaking about a text, using terms such as 
chapter, scene, stanza and Biblical Verse; describe how 
each successive part builds on earlier sections. 

5. Explain major differences between poems, drama, and 
prose, and refer to the structural elements of poems 
(e.g., verse, rhythm, meter) and drama (e.g., casts of 
characters, settings, descriptions, dialogue, stage 
directions) when writing or speaking about a text. 

5. Explain how a series of chapters, scenes, or stanzas 
fits together to provide the overall structure of a 
particular story, drama, or poem. 

6. Distinguish their own point of view from that of the 
narrator or those of the characters. 

6. Compare and contrast the point of view from which 
different stories are narrated, including the difference 
between first- and third-person narrations.     

6. Describe how a narrator’s or speaker’s point of view 
influences how events are described. 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
7. Explain how specific aspects of a text’s illustrations 

contribute to what is conveyed by the words in a story 
(e.g., create mood, emphasize aspects of a character or 
setting). 

7. Make connections between the text of a story or drama 
and a visual or oral presentation of the text, identifying 
where each version reflects specific descriptions and 
directions in the text. 

7. Analyze how visual and multimedia elements contribute 
to the meaning, tone, or beauty of a text (e.g., graphic 
novel, multimedia presentation of fiction, folktale, myth, 
poem). 

8. (Not applicable to literature) 8. (Not applicable to literature) 8. (Not applicable to literature) 
9. Compare and contrast the themes, settings, and plots 

of stories written by the same author about the same or 
similar characters (e.g., in books from a series or 
Scripture). 

9. Compare and contrast the treatment of similar themes 
and topics (e.g., opposition of good and evil) and 
patterns of events (e.g., the quest) in Scripture stories, 
myths, and traditional literature from different cultures. 

9. Compare and contrast stories in the same genre (e.g., 
Scripture mysteries and adventure stories) on their 
approaches to similar themes and topics. 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 
10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, 

including Scripture, stories, dramas, and poetry, at the 
high end of the grades 2–3 text complexity band 
independently and proficiently. 

10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, 
including Scripture, stories, dramas, and poetry, in the 
grades 4–5 text complexity band proficiently, with 
scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. 

10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, 
including Scripture, stories, dramas, and poetry, at the 
high end of the grades 4–5 text complexity band 
independently and proficiently. 
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2013 ELA Course of Study  

Grade 3 students: Grade 4 students: Grade 5 students: 

Key Ideas and Details 
1. Ask and answer questions to demonstrate 

understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as 
the basis for the answers. 

1. Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining 
what the text says explicitly and when drawing 
inferences from the text. 

1. Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the 
text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from 
the text. 

2. Determine the main idea of a text, including church 
documents, recount the key details and explain how 
they support the main idea. 

2. Determine the main idea of a text, including church 
documents, and explain how it is supported by key 
details; summarize the text. 

2. Determine two or more main ideas of a text, including 
church documents, and explain how they are supported 
by key details; summarize the text. 

3. Describe the relationship between a series of historical 
events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in 
technical procedures in a text, using language that 
pertains to time, sequence, and cause/effect. 

3. Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a 
historical, scientific, or technical text, including what 
happened and why, based on specific information in the 
text. 

3. Explain the relationships or interactions between two or 
more individuals, events, ideas, or concepts in a 
historical, scientific, or technical text based on specific 
information in the text. 

Craft and Structure 
4. Determine the meaning of general academic and 

domain-specific words and phrases in a text, including 
Scripture and other Catholic works, relevant to a grade 
3 topic or subject area. 

4. Determine the meaning of general academic and 
domain-specific words or phrases in a text, including 
Scripture and other Catholic works, relevant to a grade 
4 topic or subject area. 

4. Determine the meaning of general academic and 
domain-specific words and phrases in a text, including 
Scripture and other Catholic works, relevant to a grade 
5 topic or subject area. 

5. Use text features and search tools (e.g., key words, 
sidebars, hyperlinks) to locate information relevant to a 
given topic efficiently. 

5. Describe the overall structure (e.g., chronology, 
comparison, cause/effect, problem/solution) of events, 
ideas, concepts, or information in a text or part of a text. 

5. Compare and contrast the overall structure (e.g., 
chronology, comparison, cause/effect, problem/solution) 
of events, ideas, concepts, or information in two or 
more texts. 

6. Distinguish their own point of view from that of the 
author of a text. 

6. Compare and contrast a firsthand and secondhand 
account of the same event or topic; describe the 
differences in focus and the information 
provided.      

6. Analyze multiple accounts of the same event or topic, 
noting important similarities and differences in the point 
of view they represent. 
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2013 ELA Course of Study  

Grade 3 students: Grade 4 students: Grade 5 students: 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
7. Use information gained from illustrations (e.g., maps, 

photographs) and the words in a text to demonstrate 
understanding of the text (e.g., where, when, why, and 
how key events occur). 

7. Interpret information presented visually, orally, or 
quantitatively (e.g., in charts, graphs, diagrams, time 
lines, animations, or interactive elements on Web 
pages) and explain how the information contributes to 
an understanding of the text in which it appears. 

7. Draw on information from multiple print or digital 
sources, demonstrating the ability to locate an answer 
to a question quickly or to solve a problem efficiently. 

8. Describe the logical connection between particular 
sentences and paragraphs in a text (e.g., comparison, 
cause/effect, first/second/third in a sequence). 

8. Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to 
support particular points in a text. 

8. Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to 
support particular points in a text, identifying which 
reasons and evidence support which point(s). 

9. Compare and contrast the most important points and 
key details presented in two texts, including Scripture 
and other Catholic works, on the same topic. 

9. Integrate information from two texts, including Scripture 
and other Catholic works, on the same topic in order to 
write or speak about the subject knowledgeably. 

9. Integrate information from several texts, including 
Scripture and other Catholic works, on the same topic in 
order to write or speak about the subject 
knowledgeably. 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 
10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend 

informational texts, including history/social studies, 
science, and technical texts, at the high end of the 
grades 2–3 text complexity band independently and 
proficiently. 

10. By the end of year, read and comprehend informational 
texts, including history/social studies, science, and 
technical texts, in the grades 4–5 text complexity band 
proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end 
of the range. 

10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend 
informational texts, including history/social studies, 
science, and technical texts, at the high end of the 
grades 4–5 text complexity band independently and 
proficiently. 
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Grade 3 students: Grade 4 students: Grade 5 students: 

Phonics and Word Recognition 

3. Know and apply grade-level phonics and word 
analysis skills in decoding words. 
a. Identify and know the meaning of the most 

common prefixes and derivational suffixes. 
b. Decode words with common Latin suffixes. 
c. Decode multisyllable words. 
d. Read grade-appropriate irregularly spelled 

words. 

3. Know and apply grade-level phonics and word 
analysis skills in decoding words. 
a. Use combined knowledge of all letter-sound 

correspondences, syllabication patterns, and 
morphology (e.g., roots and affixes) to read 
accurately unfamiliar multisyllabic words in 
context and out of context. 

3. Know and apply grade-level phonics and word 
analysis skills in decoding words. 
a. Use combined knowledge of all letter-sound 

correspondences, syllabication patterns, and 
morphology (e.g., roots and affixes) to read 
accurately unfamiliar multisyllabic words in 
context and out of context. 

Fluency 

4. Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to 
support comprehension. 
a. Read grade-level text with purpose and 

understanding. 
b. Read grade-level prose and poetry orally with 

accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression on 
successive readings. 

c. Use context to confirm or self-correct word 
recognition and understanding, rereading as 
necessary. 

4. Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to 
support comprehension. 
a. Read grade-level text with purpose and 

understanding. 
b. Read grade-level prose and poetry orally with 

accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression on 
successive readings. 

c. Use context to confirm or self-correct word 
recognition and understanding, rereading as 
necessary. 

4. Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to 
support comprehension. 
a. Read grade-level text with purpose and 

understanding. 
b. Read grade-level prose and poetry orally with 

accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression on 
successive readings. 

c. Use context to confirm or self-correct word 
recognition and understanding, rereading as 
necessary. 
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College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for Writing (K-5 
Standards) 
The k–5 standards on the following pages define what students should understand and be able to do by the end 
of each grade. They correspond to the College and Career Readiness (CCR) anchor standards below by 
number. The CCR and grade-specific standards are necessary complements—the former providing broad 
standards, the latter providing additional specificity—that together define the skills and understandings that all 
students must demonstrate. 
 
Text Types and Purposes4 

1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and 
relevant and sufficient evidence. 

2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and information clearly and 
accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. 

3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-chosen 
details, and well-structured event sequences. 

Production and Distribution of Writing 
4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, 

purpose, and audience. 
5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach. 
6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to interact and collaborate with 

others. 
Research to Build and Present Knowledge 
7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused questions, demonstrating 

understanding of the subject under investigation. 
8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the credibility and accuracy of 

each source, and integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism. 
9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 
Range of Writing 

10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames 
(a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.  

                                                      
4 These broad types of writing include many subgenres.  . 

Note on range and content of student 

writing 

To build a foundation for college and career 

readiness, students need to learn to use 

writing as a way of offering and supporting 

opinions, demonstrating understanding of the 

subjects they are studying, and conveying 

real and imagined experiences and events. 

They learn to appreciate that a key purpose 

of writing is to communicate clearly to an 

external, sometimes unfamiliar audience, and 

they begin to adapt the form and content of 

their writing to accomplish a particular task 

and purpose. They develop the capacity to 

build knowledge on a subject through 

research projects and to respond analytically 

to literary and  informational sources. To 

meet these goals, students must devote 

significant time and effort to writing, 

producing numerous pieces over short and 

extended time frames throughout the year. 

Page 26



 

2013 ELA Course of Study  

Grade 3 students: Grade 4 students: Grade 5 students: 

Text Types and Purposes 
1. Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a 

point of view with reasons. 
a. Introduce the topic or text they are writing about, 

state an opinion, and create an organizational 
structure that lists reasons. 

b. Provide reasons that support the opinion. 
c. Use linking words and phrases (e.g., because, 

therefore, since, for example) to connect opinion 
and reasons. 

d. Provide a concluding statement or section. 

1. Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a 
point of view with reasons and information. 
a. Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an opinion, 

and create an organizational structure in which 
related ideas are grouped to support the writer’s 
purpose. 

b. Provide reasons that are supported by facts and 
details. 

c. Link opinion and reasons using words and phrases 
(e.g., for instance, in order to, in addition). 

d. Provide a concluding statement or section related 
to the opinion presented. 

1. Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a 
point of view with reasons and information. 
a. Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an opinion, 

and create an organizational structure in which 
ideas are logically grouped to support the writer’s 
purpose. 

b. Provide logically ordered reasons that are 
supported by facts and details. 

c. Link opinion and reasons using words, phrases, 
and clauses (e.g., consequently, specifically). 

d. Provide a concluding statement or section related 
to the opinion presented. 

2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic 
and convey ideas and information clearly. 
a. Introduce a topic and group related information 

together; include illustrations when useful to aiding 
comprehension. 

b. Develop the topic with facts, definitions, and 
details. 

c. Use linking words and phrases (e.g., also, another, 
and, more, but) to connect ideas within categories 
of information. 

d. Provide a concluding statement or section. 

2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic 
and convey ideas and information clearly. 
a. Introduce a topic clearly and group related 

information in paragraphs and sections; include 
formatting (e.g., headings), illustrations, and 
multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 

b. Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete 
details, quotations, or other information and 
examples related to the topic. 

c. Link ideas within categories of information using 
words and phrases (e.g., another, for example, 
also, because). 

d. Use precise language and domain-specific 
vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 

e. Provide a concluding statement or section related 
to the information or explanation presented. 

2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic 
and convey ideas and information clearly. 
a. Introduce a topic clearly, provide a general 

observation and focus, and group related 
information logically; include formatting (e.g., 
headings), illustrations, and multimedia when 
useful to aiding comprehension. 

b. Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete 
details, quotations, or other information and 
examples related to the topic. 

c. Link ideas within and across categories of 
information using words, phrases, and clauses 
(e.g., in contrast, especially). 

d. Use precise language and domain-specific 
vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 

e. Provide a concluding statement or section related 
to the information or explanation presented. 
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Grade 3 students: Grade 4 students: Grade 5 students: 

Text Types and Purposes 
3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined 

experiences or events using effective technique, 
descriptive details, and clear event sequences. 
a. Establish a situation and introduce a narrator 

and/or characters; organize an event sequence 
that unfolds naturally. 

b. Use dialogue and descriptions of actions, thoughts, 
and feelings to develop experiences and events or 
show the response of characters to situations. 

c. Use temporal words and phrases to signal event 
order. 

d. Provide a sense of closure. 

3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined 
experiences or events using effective technique, 
descriptive details, and clear event sequences. 
a. Orient the reader by establishing a situation and 

introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize 
an event sequence that unfolds naturally. 

b. Use dialogue and description to develop 
experiences and events or show the responses of 
characters to situations. 

c. Use a variety of transitional words and phrases to 
manage the sequence of events. 

d. Use concrete words and phrases and sensory 
details to convey experiences and events precisely. 

e. Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated 
experiences or events. 

3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined 
experiences or events using effective technique, 
descriptive details, and clear event sequences. 
a. Orient the reader by establishing a situation and 

introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize 
an event sequence that unfolds naturally. 

b. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, 
description, and pacing, to develop experiences 
and events or show the responses of characters to 
situations. 

c. Use a variety of transitional words, phrases, and 
clauses to manage the sequence of events. 

d. Use concrete words and phrases and sensory 
details to convey experiences and events precisely. 

e. Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated 
experiences or events. 

4. With guidance and support from adults, produce writing 
in which the development and organization are 
appropriate to task and purpose. (Grade-specific 
expectations for writing types are defined in standards 
1–3 above.) 

4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the 
development and organization are appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations 
for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 

4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the 
development and organization are appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for 
writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 

5. With guidance and support from peers and adults, 
develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, 
revising, and editing. (Editing for conventions should 
demonstrate command of Language standards 1–3 up 
to and including grade 3 on pages 36–37.) 

5. With guidance and support from peers and adults, 
develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, 
revising, and editing. (Editing for conventions should 
demonstrate command of Language standards 1–3 up 
to and including grade 4 on page 39) 

5. With guidance and support from peers and adults, 
develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, 
revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach. 
(Editing for conventions should demonstrate command 
of Language standards 1–3 up to and including grade 5 
on page 39.) 

6. With guidance and support from adults, use technology 
to produce and publish writing (using keyboarding skills) 
as well as to interact and collaborate with others. 

6. With some guidance and support from adults, use 
technology, including the Internet, to produce and 
publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate 
with others; demonstrate sufficient command of 
keyboarding skills to type a minimum of one page in a 
single sitting.                

6. With some guidance and support from adults, use 
technology, including the Internet, to produce and 
publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate with 
others; demonstrate sufficient command of keyboarding 
skills to type a minimum of two pages in a single sitting. 
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Grade 3 students: Grade 4 students: Grade 5 students: 

Research to Build and Present Knowledge 
7. Conduct short research projects that build knowledge 

about a topic. 
7. Conduct short research projects that build knowledge 

through investigation of different aspects of a topic. 
7. Conduct short research projects that use several 

sources to build knowledge through investigation of 
different aspects of a topic. 

8. Recall information from experiences or gather 
information from print and digital sources; take brief 
notes on sources and sort evidence into provided 
categories. 

8. Recall relevant information from experiences or gather 
relevant information from print and digital sources; take 
notes and categorize information, and provide a list of 
sources. 

8. Recall relevant information from experiences or gather 
relevant information from print and digital sources; 
summarize or paraphrase information in notes and 
finished work, and provide a list of sources. 

9. (Begins in grade 4) 9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to 
support analysis, reflection, and research. 
a. Apply grade 4 Reading standards to literature (e.g., 

“Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in 
a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the 
text [e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, or 
actions].”). 

b. Apply grade 4 Reading standards to informational 
texts (e.g., “Explain how an author uses reasons 
and evidence to support particular points in a text”). 

9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to 
support analysis, reflection, and research. 
a. Apply grade 5 Reading standards to literature (e.g., 

“Compare and contrast two or more characters, 
settings, or events in a story or a drama, drawing 
on specific details in the text [e.g., how characters 
interact]”). 

b. Apply grade 5 Reading standards to informational 
texts (e.g., “Explain how an author uses reasons 
and evidence to support particular points in a text, 
identifying which reasons and evidence support 
which point[s]”).  

Range of Writing 
10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for 

research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time 
frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of 
discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for 
research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time 
frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of 
discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for 
research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time 
frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of 
discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
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College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for Speaking and 
Listening (K-5 Standards) 
The k–5 standards on the following pages define what students should understand and be able to do by the 
end of each grade. They correspond to the College and Career Readiness (CCR) anchor standards below by 
number. The CCR and grade-specific standards are necessary complements—the former providing broad 
standards, the latter providing additional specificity—that together define the skills and understandings that all 
students must demonstrate.  
 
Comprehension and Collaboration 

1. Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, 
building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 

2. Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, 
quantitatively, and orally.  

3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric. 
Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 
4. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning 

and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
5. Make strategic use of digital media and visual displays of data to express information and enhance 

understanding of presentations. 
6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, demonstrating command of formal English 

when indicated or appropriate. 
 
 

Note on range and content of student 

speaking and listening 

To build a foundation for college and career 

readiness, students must have ample 

opportunities to take part in a variety of rich, 

structured conversations-as part of a whole 

class, in small groups, and with a partner. 

Being proactive members of these 

conversations requires that students 

contribute accurate, relevant information; 

respond to and develop what others have 

said; make comparisons and contrasts; and 

analyze and synthesize a multitude of ideas 

in various domains. 

 

New technologies have broadened and 

expanded the role that speaking and listening 

play in acquiring and sharing knowledge 

have tightened their link to other forms of 

communication. Digital texts confront 

students with the potential for continually 

updated content and dynamically changing 

combinations of words, graphics, images, 

hyperlinks, and embedded video and audio. 
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Grade 3 students: Grade 4 students: Grade 5 students: 

Comprehension and Collaboration 
1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative 

discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) 
with diverse partners on grade 3 topics and texts, 
building on others’ ideas and expressing their own 
clearly. 
a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or 

studied required material; explicitly draw on that 
preparation and other information known about the 
topic to explore ideas under discussion. 

b. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., 
gaining the floor in respectful ways, listening to 
others with care, speaking one at a time about the 
topics and texts under discussion). 

c. Ask questions to check understanding of 
information presented, stay on topic, and link their 
comments to the remarks of others. 

d. Explain their own ideas and understanding in light 
of the discussion. 

1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative 
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) 
with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, 
building on others’ ideas and expressing their own 
clearly. 
a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or 

studied required material; explicitly draw on that 
preparation and other information known about the 
topic to explore ideas under discussion. 

b. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry 
out assigned roles. 

c. Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or 
follow up on information, and make comments that 
contribute to the discussion and link to the remarks 
of others. 

d. Review the key ideas expressed and explain their 
own ideas and understanding in light of the 
discussion. 

1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative 
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) 
with diverse partners on grade 5 topics and texts, 
building on others’ ideas and expressing their own 
clearly. 
a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or 

studied required material; explicitly draw on that 
preparation and other information known about the 
topic to explore ideas under discussion. 

b. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry 
out assigned roles. 

c. Pose and respond to specific questions by making 
comments that contribute to the discussion and 
elaborate on the remarks of others. 

d. Review the key ideas expressed and draw 
conclusions in light of information and knowledge 
gained from the discussions. 

2. Determine the main ideas and supporting details of a 
text read aloud or information presented in diverse 
media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and 
orally. 

2. Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information 
presented in diverse media and formats, including 
visually, quantitatively, and orally. 

2. Summarize a written text read aloud or information 
presented in diverse media and formats, including 
visually, quantitatively, and orally. 

3. Ask and answer questions about information from a 
speaker, offering appropriate elaboration and detail. 

3. Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to 
support particular points. 

3. Summarize the points a speaker makes and explain 
how each claim is supported by reasons and evidence. 

Grade 3 students: Grade 4 students: Grade 5 students: 

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 
4. Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an 

experience, from a Catholic perspective with appropriate 
facts and relevant, descriptive details, speaking clearly 
at an understandable pace. 

4. Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an 
experience in an organized manner, from a Catholic 
perspective using appropriate facts and relevant, 
descriptive details to support main ideas or themes; 
speak clearly at an understandable pace. 

4. Report on a topic or text or present an opinion from a 
Catholic perspective, sequencing ideas logically and 
using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details 
to support main ideas or themes; speak clearly at an 
understandable pace. 

5. Create engaging audio recordings of stories or poems 
that demonstrate fluid reading at an understandable 
pace; add visual displays when appropriate to 
emphasize or enhance certain facts or details. 

5. Add audio recordings and visual displays to 
presentations when appropriate to enhance the 
development of main ideas or themes. 

5. Include multimedia components (e.g., graphics, sound) 
and visual displays in presentations when appropriate to 
enhance the development of main ideas or themes. 

6. Speak in complete sentences when appropriate to task 
and situation in order to provide requested detail or 
clarification. (See grade 3 Language standards 1 and 3 
on pages 36–37 for specific expectations.) 

6. Differentiate between contexts that call for formal 
English (e.g., presenting ideas) and situations where 
informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group 
discussion); use formal English when appropriate to task 
and situation. (See grade 4 Language standards 1 and 3 
on page 39 for specific expectations.) 

6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, using 
formal English when appropriate to task and situation. 
(See grade 5 Language standards 1 and 3 on page 39 
for specific expectations.) 

Page 31



 

2013 ELA Course of Study  

College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for 
Language (K-5 Standards) 
The k–5 standards on the following pages define what students should understand and be able to do by the end 
of each grade. They correspond to the College and Career Readiness (CCR) anchor standards below by 
number. The CCR and grade-specific standards are necessary complements—the former providing broad 
standards, the latter providing additional specificity—that together define the skills and understandings that all 
students must demonstrate. 
 
Conventions of Standard English 

1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or 

speaking. 

2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when 

writing. 

Knowledge of Language 

3. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to make effective 

choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening.  

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 

4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases by using context 

clues, analyzing meaningful word parts, and consulting general and specialized reference materials, as 

appropriate. 

5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships and nuances in word meanings. 

6. Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient 

for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate 

independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when encountering an unknown term important to 

comprehension or expression. 

Note on range and content of student 

language use 

To build a foundation for college and career 

readiness in language, students must gain 

control over many conventions of standard 

English grammar, usage, and mechanics as 

well as learn other ways to use language to 

convey meaning effectively. They must also 

be able to determine or clarify the meaning of 

grade-appropriate words encountered 

through listening, reading, and media use; 

come to appreciate that words have nonliteral 

meanings, shadings of meaning, and 

relationships to other words; and expand 

their vocabulary in the course of studying 

content. The inclusion of Language 

standards in their own strand should not be 

taken as an indication that skills related to 

conventions, effective language use, and 

vocabulary are unimportant to reading, 

writing, speaking, and listening; indeed, they 

are inseparable from such contexts. 
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Grade 3 students: Grade 4 students: Grade 5 students: 

Conventions of Standard English 
1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard 

English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 
a. Explain the function of nouns, pronouns, verbs, 

adjectives, and adverbs in general and their 
functions in particular sentences. 

b. Form and use regular and irregular plural nouns. 
c. Use abstract nouns (e.g., childhood). 
d. Form and use regular and irregular verbs. 
e. Form and use the simple (e.g., I walked; I walk; I 

will walk) verb tenses. 
f. Ensure subject-verb and pronoun-antecedent 

agreement.* 
g. Form and use comparative and superlative 

adjectives and adverbs, and choose between them 
depending on what is to be modified. 

h. Use coordinating and subordinating conjunctions. 
i. Produce simple, compound, and complex 

sentences. 

1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard 
English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 
a. Use relative pronouns (who, whose, whom, which, 

that) and relative adverbs (where, when, why). 
b. Form and use the progressive (e.g., I was walking; 

I am walking; I will be walking) verb tenses. 
c. Use modal auxiliaries (e.g., can, may, must) to 

convey various conditions. 
d. Order adjectives within sentences according to 

conventional patterns (e.g., a small red bag rather 
than a red small bag). 

e. Form and use prepositional phrases. 
f. Produce complete sentences, recognizing and 

correcting inappropriate fragments and run-ons.* 
g. Correctly use frequently confused words (e.g., to, 

too, two; there, their).* 
 

1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard 
English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 
a. Explain the function of conjunctions, prepositions, 

and interjections in general and their function in 
particular sentences. 

b. Form and use the perfect (e.g., I had walked; I 
have walked; I will have walked) verb tenses. 

c. Use verb tense to convey various times, 
sequences, states, and conditions. 

d. Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in verb 
tense.* 

e. Use correlative conjunctions (e.g., either/or, 
neither/nor). 

2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard 
English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when 
writing. 
a. Capitalize appropriate words in titles. 
b. Use commas in addresses. 
c. Use commas and quotation marks in dialogue. 
d. Form and use possessives. 
e. Use conventional spelling for high-frequency and 

other studied words and for adding suffixes to base 
words (e.g., sitting, smiled, cries, happiness). 

f. Use spelling patterns and generalizations (e.g., word 
families, position-based spellings, syllable patterns, 
ending rules, meaningful word parts) in writing words. 

g. Consult reference materials, including beginning 
dictionaries, as needed to check and correct spellings. 

2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard 
English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when 
writing. 
a. Use correct capitalization. 
b. Use commas and quotation marks to mark direct 

speech and quotations from a text. 
c. Use a comma before a coordinating conjunction in 

a compound sentence. 
d. Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting 

references as needed. 
 

2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard 
English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when 
writing. 
a. Use punctuation to separate items in a series.* 
b. Use a comma to separate an introductory element 

from the rest of the sentence. 
c. Use a comma to set off the words yes and no (e.g., 

Yes, thank you), to set off a tag question from the 
rest of the sentence (e.g., It’s true, isn’t it?), and to 
indicate direct address (e.g., Is that you, Steve?). 

d. Use underlining, quotation marks, or italics to 
indicate titles of works. 

e. Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting 
references as needed. 

Knowledge of Language 

3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when 
writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 
a. Choose words and phrases for effect.* 
b. Recognize and observe differences between the 

conventions of spoken and written English. 

3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when 
writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 
a. Choose words and phrases to convey ideas 

precisely.* 
b. Choose punctuation for effect.* 
c. Differentiate between contexts that call for formal 

English (e.g., presenting ideas) and situations where 
informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group 
discussion).
 
 
 
  

3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when 
writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 
a. Expand, combine, and reduce sentences for 

meaning, reader/listener interest, and style. 
b. Compare and contrast the varieties of English (e.g., 

dialects, registers) used in stories, dramas, or 
poems. 
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Grade 3 students: Grade 4 students: Grade 5 students: 

Vocabulary Acquisition and use 
4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and 

multiple-meaning word and phrases, including the 
vocabulary of the Catholic Faith, based on grade 3 
reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of 
strategies. 
a. Use sentence-level context as a clue to the 

meaning of a word or phrase. 
b. Determine the meaning of the new word formed 

when a known affix is added to a known word (e.g., 
agreeable/disagreeable, 
comfortable/uncomfortable, care/careless, 
heat/preheat). 

c. Use a known root word as a clue to the meaning of 
an unknown word with the same root (e.g., 
company, companion). 

d. Use glossaries or beginning dictionaries, both print 
and digital, to determine or clarify the precise 
meaning of key words and phrases. 

4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and 
multiple-meaning words and phrases, including the 
vocabulary of the Catholic Faith, based on grade 4 
reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of 
strategies. 
a. Use context (e.g., definitions, examples, or 

restatements in text) as a clue to the meaning of a 
word or phrase. 

b. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek and Latin 
affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word 
(e.g., telegraph, photograph, autograph). 

c. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, 
glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to 
find the pronunciation and determine or clarify the 
precise meaning of key words and phrases. 

4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and 
multiple-meaning words and phrases, including the 
vocabulary of the Catholic Faith, based on grade 5 
reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of 
strategies. 
a. Use context (e.g., cause/effect relationships and 

comparisons in text) as a clue to the meaning of a 
word or phrase. 

b. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek and Latin 
affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word 
(e.g., photograph, photosynthesis). 

c. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, 
glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to 
find the pronunciation and determine or clarify the 
precise meaning of key words and phrases. 

5. Demonstrate understanding of word relationships and 
nuances in word meanings. 
a. Distinguish the literal and nonliteral meanings of 

words and phrases in context (e.g., take steps). 
b. Identify real-life connections between words and 

their use (e.g., describe people who are friendly or 
helpful). 

c. Distinguish shades of meaning among related 
words that describe states of mind or degrees of 
certainty (e.g., knew, believed, suspected, heard, 
wondered). 

5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, 
word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 
a. Explain the meaning of simple similes and 

metaphors (e.g., as pretty as a picture) in context. 
b. Recognize and explain the meaning of common 

idioms, adages, and proverbs. 
c. Demonstrate understanding of words by relating 

them to their opposites (antonyms) and to words 
with similar but not identical meanings (synonyms).     

5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, 
word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 
a. Interpret figurative language, including similes and 

metaphors, in context. 
b. Recognize and explain the meaning of common 

idioms, adages, and proverbs. 
c. Use the relationship between particular words (e.g., 

synonyms, antonyms, homographs) to better 
understand each of the words. 

6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate 
conversational, general academic, and domain-specific 
words and phrases, including those that signal spatial 
and temporal relationships (e.g., After dinner that night 
we went looking for them). 

6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general 
academic and domain-specific words and phrases, 
including those that signal precise actions, emotions, or 
states of being (e.g., quizzed, whined, stammered) and 
that are basic to a particular topic (e.g., wildlife, 
conservation, and endangered when discussing animal 
preservation). 

6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general 
academic and domain-specific words and phrases, 
including those that signal contrast, addition, and other 
logical relationships (e.g., however, although, 
nevertheless, similarly, moreover, in addition). 
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LANGUAGE PROGRESSIVE SKILLS, BY GRADE 
The following skills, marked with an asterisk (*) in Language standards 1–3, are particularly likely to require continued attention in higher grades as they are 

applied to increasingly sophisticated writing and speaking. 
 

Standard 
Grade(s) 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9–10 11–12 
L.3.1f. Ensure subject-verb and pronoun-antecedent agreement.         
L.3.3a. Choose words and phrases for effect.         
L.4.1f. Produce complete sentences, recognizing and correcting 
inappropriate fragments and run-ons. 

        

L.4.1g. Correctly use frequently confused words (e.g., to/too/two; 
there/their). 

        

L.4.3a. Choose words and phrases to convey ideas precisely.*         
L.4.3b. Choose punctuation for effect.         
L.5.1d. Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in verb tense.         
L.5.2a. Use punctuation to separate items in a series.†         
L.6.1c. Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in pronoun 
number and person. 

        

L.6.1d. Recognize and correct vague pronouns (i.e., ones with 
unclear or ambiguous antecedents). 

        

L.6.1e. Recognize variations from standard English in their own and 
others’ writing and speaking, and identify and use strategies to 
improve expression in conventional language. 

        

L.6.2a. Use punctuation (commas, parentheses, dashes) to set off 
nonrestrictive/parenthetical elements. 

        

L.6.3a. Vary sentence patterns for meaning, reader/listener interest, 
and style.‡ 

        

L.6.3b. Maintain consistency in style and tone.         
L.7.1c. Place phrases and clauses within a sentence, recognizing 
and correcting misplaced and dangling modifiers. 

        

L.7.3a. Choose language that expresses ideas precisely and 
concisely, recognizing and eliminating wordiness and redundancy. 

        

L.8.1d. Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in verb voice and 
mood. 

        

L.9–10.1a. Use parallel structure.         
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Introduction
 
Children need handwriting instruction to succeed in their schools and later in 
the world of college and work. But, explicit, evidence-based guidelines for 
teaching these skills are absent from the Common Core State Standards 
(CCSS). Although the CCSS provide a solid framework for students to 
achieve 21st century success, the standards cannot realistically include 
every skill necessary for achieving this goal. Developed with a “focus on 
results rather than means,” the standards empower educators to integrate 
any additional relevant topics that will help achieve the objectives set out in 
the CCSS (National Governors Association Center for Best Practices, 
Council of Chief State School Officers, 2010). 
 
The national discourse around handwriting instruction in particular has been 
elevated since the release of the CCSS in 2010. In response to this concern, 
researchers and educators gathered in Washington, DC, on January 23, 
2012, for Handwriting in the 21st Century? An Educational Summit. This 
Summit further crystallized the need for educators and policy makers to give 
handwriting serious thought. Most participants concurred about the evident 
need for a set of benchmarked, developmentally appropriate handwriting 
standards that will provide all students with equal access to this foundational 
skill. (More information about the Summit and the research presented there 
is available online at www.hw21summit.com.) The resulting following set of 
national standards for written language production offer developmentally 
appropriate, research-based indicators to integrate handwriting into the 
curriculum. 
 

Handwriting 
Handwriting is a foundational skill crucial for literacy success. It teaches letter 
formation and supports reading and language acquisition. Additionally, 
through perceptual and motor skills practice, handwriting advances 
neurological development and augments writing fluency.  
 
Handwriting letters leads directly to reading acquisition. 
According to the National Reading Panel, letter knowledge and phonemic 
awareness are the two best predictors of reading proficiency. Writing letters 
by hand has been proven to help children recognize and remember letters 
more easily than if they typed them (James, 2012; Longcamp et al.,2005; 
Berninger et al., 2002, 2006; NICHD, 2000). 
 
Writing by hand engages the brain in learning.  
Through modern brain imaging techniques, researchers have found that 
neural activity in children who practiced printing (also known as manuscript 
writing) by hand was far more advanced than in children who just looked at 
the letters. Handwriting seems, based on empirical evidence from 
neuroscience, to play a large role in the visual recognition and learning of 
letters (James & Atwood, 2009; James & Gauthier, 2006; James, Wong, & 
Jobard, 2010; Longcamp et al., 2008). 
 
Students write most assignments and tests by hand.  
A 2008 study showed that older students produce at least half of their writing 
for school by hand. Younger students handwrite nearly 90 percent of their 
schoolwork. Even in the Common Core State Standards (Appendix C) 
document, for example, almost half of the sample K–8 student essays are 
handwritten (Denton, Cope, & Moser, 2006; Cutler & Graham, 2008). 
 
Standardized essay scores are inf luenced by handwriting. 
More troubling, solid research finds that handwritten tests are graded 
differently based on the legibility of the handwriting (Graham & Harris, 2002; 
Conti, 2012; Vander Hart et al., 2010). Poor handwriting can drop a paper 
from the 50th percentile to the 10th or 22nd percentile (Graham, Harris, & 
Herbert, 2011). Essay graders of handwritten standardized tests read more 
than 100 essays an hour, making legibility even more important (ACT, 2011). 
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Handwriting instruction supports automaticity, speed, and output.  
When students develop the fine motor skills that accompany learning to write 
by hand, their speed and output increase (Graham & Harris, 2005; Graham & 
Weintraub, 1996). Additionally, with consistent handwriting practice, the 
processes involved become less demanding and more automatic, enabling 
students to devote a higher amount of neurological resources to critical 
thinking and thought organization (Peverly, 2012). Students require 
manuscript handwriting skills in order to become accustomed to the common 
letterforms in books and environmental text. Cursive (also known as script) 
handwriting skills are necessary for students to decipher teachers’ comments 
on written assignments, to pen their signatures, and to read a variety of 
historical documents—including the founding papers of the United States of 
America. As students become acquainted with both manuscript and cursive 
handwriting, they are better able to determine their preference for the 
handwriting style (manuscript, cursive, or manuscript-cursive hybrid) that 
best serves them in terms of speed, automaticity, and output for note-taking, 
in-class assignments, and high-stakes tests. 
 

Handwriting fluency continues to develop past the early grades.  
Studies show that handwriting instruction improves legibility and fluency 
through grade 9; in addition, the overall quality of writing and the length of 
writing passages increases through grade 9 with handwriting instruction 
(Graham & Santangelo, 2012). 
 
 
How the Written Language Production Standards Were 
Developed 
The Written Language Production Standards are research-based and 
incorporate  

 basic letter formation and keyboarding indicators included in the 
Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts. 

 national and local technology standards and policy. 
 state handwriting and keyboarding standards. 
 studies in motor skills development from occupational therapists. 
 data on language (written and oral) and brain activation from 
 academic researchers. 
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8 Legibility is defined as the letter being recognizable to readers in isolation from other letters in a word or other indications of what the letter might be (e.g., accompanying picture). It 
also includes the completion of all parts of a letter, such as crossing t and f. Rotation means writing p for b; reversal, or mirroring, means writing d for b. 

Grade 3 students: Grade 4 students: Grade 5 students: 

Form and Legibility8 
1. Form all uppercase and lowercase letters and numerals 

legibly in manuscript, with no rotations or reversals. 
1. Form all uppercase and lowercase letters and numerals 

legibly in cursive. 
1. Maintain legibility in cursive. 

2. Identify and create four basic cursive lines 
a. Undercurve 
b. Downcurve 
c. Overcurve 
d. Slant  

2. Legibly write sentences and paragraphs in cursive with 
proper spacing. 

 

3. Form individual uppercase and lowercase cursive letters 
and numerals with acceptable legibility. 
a. Form cursive joinings to connect letters, maintaining 

proportion of letters to joinings. 

  

4. Self-assess cursive legibility using model letters and 
words. 

  

Spacing and Size 
1. Maintain manuscript writing with proper spacing relative 

to top, bottom, and midlines on grade-level-appropriate 
paper. 

1. Maintain manuscript writing with proper spacing relative 
to top and bottom lines without midlines. 

1. Maintain manuscript and cursive writing with proper 
spacing of words, sentences, and paragraphs. 

2. Form cursive words using correct spacing between 
letters and proportional letter sizes. 

2. Form cursive sentences and paragraphs with proper 
spacing. 

 

3. Form sentences using cursive handwriting with correct 
spacing between words and with punctuation. 

  

4. Form cursive paragraphs using proper indentation and 
margins. 

  

Rate and Fluency 
1. Print legible sentences and paragraphs under timed 

conditions. 
1. Use cursive writing under timed conditions. 1. Write copied text at a rate of at least 70 letters per 

minute. 
2. Print copied text at a rate of at least 45 letters per 

minute. 
2. Write copied text at a rate of at least 60 per minute  

3. Use cursive writing for in-class writing   
Writing Application 
1. Know and apply grade-level handwriting skills a. 

Understand when cursive and manuscript may be used 
and choose appropriately for the task. 
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Grade Five: 
 

Operations and Algebraic Thinking 

Order of Operations OA.1, OA.2 

Analyze patterns and relationships OA.3 

Numbers and Operations in Base Ten 

Concepts of Decimals NBT.1, NBT.2, NBT.3, NBT.4 

Multi-digit Computation with whole numbers and decimals NBT.5, NBT.6, NBT.7 

Numbers and Operations - Fractions 

Addition and Subtraction NF.1, NF.2 

Multiplication NF.3, NF.4, NF.5, NF.6 

Concepts of Division NF.7 

Measurement and Data 

Unit Conversion MD.1 

Represent and Interpret Data MD.2 

Concepts of Volume MD.3, MD.4, MD.5,  

Geometry 

Graphing G.1, G.2 

2D Shapes G.3, G.4 
 
 
 
  

Mathematics Course of Study Report Card July, 2017 
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Domain/ 
Conceptual 
Category

Standard Original Standard New Standard

Measurement 
and Data

 4.MD.7 Geometric measurement: understand concepts 
of angle and measure angles.
4.MD.7 Recognize angle measure as additive. 
When an angle is decomposed into non-
overlapping parts, the angle measure of the whole 
is the sum of the angle measures of the parts. 
Solve addition and subtraction problems to find 
unknown angles on a diagram in real world and 
mathematical problems, e.g., by using an equation 
with a symbol for the unknown angle measure.

No change

Geometry  4.G.1 Draw and identify lines and angles, and classify 
shapes by properties of their lines and angles.
4.G.1 Draw points, lines, line segments, rays, 
angles (right, acute, and obtuse), and perpendicular 
and parallel lines. Identify these in two-dimensional 
figures.

No change

Geometry  4.G.2 Draw and identify lines and angles, and classify 
shapes by properties of their lines and angles.
4.G.2 Classify two-dimensional figures based on 
the presence or absence of parallel or 
perpendicular lines, or the presence or absence of 
angles of a specified size. Recognize right triangles 
as a category, and identify right triangles.

Draw and identify lines and angles, and classify 
shapes by properties of their lines and angles.
4.G.2 Classify two-dimensional figures based on the 
presence or absence of parallel or perpendicular lines or 
the presence or absence of angles of a specified size. 

Geometry  4.G.3 Draw and identify lines and angles, and classify 
shapes by properties of their lines and angles.
4.G.3 Recognize a line of symmetry for a two-
dimensional figure as a line across the figure such 
that the figure can be folded along the line into 
matching parts. Identify line-symmetric figures and 
draw lines of symmetry.

Deleted Standard

Operations and 
Algebraic 
Thinking

 5.OA.1 Write and interpret numerical expressions.
5.OA.1 Use parentheses, brackets, or braces in 
numerical expressions, and evaluate expressions 
with these symbols.

Write and interpret numerical expressions.
5.OA.1 Use parentheses in numerical expressions, and 
evaluate expressions with this symbol. Formal use of 
algebraic order of operations is not necessary.

Operations and 
Algebraic 
Thinking

 5.OA.2 Write and interpret numerical expressions.
5.OA.2 Write simple expressions that record 
calculations with numbers, and interpret numerical 
expressions without evaluating them. For example, 
express the calculation “add 8 and 7, then multiply 
by 2” as 2 × (8 + 7). Recognize that 3 × (18,932 + 
921) is three times as large as 18,932 + 921, 
without having to calculate the indicated sum or 
product.

No change

Operations and 
Algebraic 
Thinking

 5.OA.3 Analyze patterns and relationships.
5.OA.3 Generate two numerical patterns using two 
given rules. Identify apparent relationships between 
corresponding terms. Form ordered pairs consisting 
of corresponding terms from the two patterns, and 
graph the ordered pairs on a coordinate plane. For 
example, given the rule “Add 3” and the starting 
number 0, and given the rule “Add 6” and the 
starting number 0, generate terms in the resulting 
sequences, and observe that the terms in one 
sequence are twice the corresponding terms in the 
other sequence. Explain informally why this is so.

No change

Numbers and 
Operations in 
Base Ten

 5.NBT.1 Understand the place value system.
5.NBT.1 Recognize that in a multi-digit number, a 
digit in one place represents 10 times as much as it 
represents in the place to its right and 1/10 of what 
it represents in the place to its left.

No change
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Domain/ 
Conceptual 
Category

Standard Original Standard New Standard

Numbers and 
Operations in 
Base Ten

 5.NBT.2 Understand the place value system.
5.NBT.2 Explain patterns in the number of zeros of 
the product when multiplying a number by powers 
of 10, and explain patterns in the placement of the 
decimal point when a decimal is multiplied or 
divided by a power of 10. Use whole-number 
exponents to denote powers of 10.

No change

Numbers and 
Operations in 
Base Ten

 5.NBT.3 Understand the place value system.
5.NBT.3 Read, write, and compare decimals to 
thousandths.
a. Read and write decimals to thousandths using 
base-ten numerals, number names, and expanded 
form, e.g., 347.392 = 3 × 100 + 4 × 10 + 7 × 1 + 3 × 
(1/10) + 9 × (1/100) + 2 × (1/1000).
b. Compare two decimals to thousandths based on 
meanings of the digits in each place, using >, =, 
and < symbols to record the results of comparisons.

No change

Numbers and 
Operations in 
Base Ten

 5.NBT.4 Understand the place value system.
5.NBT.4 Use place value understanding to round 
decimals to any place.

Understand the place value system.
5.NBT.4 Use place value understanding to round 
decimals to any place, millions through hundredths.

Numbers and 
Operations in 
Base Ten

 5.NBT.5 Perform operations with multi-digit whole 
numbers and with decimals to hundredths.
5.NBT.5 Fluently multiply multi-digit whole numbers 
using the standard algorithm.

Perform operations with multi-digit whole numbers 
and with decimals to hundredths.
5.NBT.5 Fluently multiply multi-digit whole numbers using 
a standard algorithm.

Numbers and 
Operations in 
Base Ten

 5.NBT.6 Perform operations with multi-digit whole 
numbers and with decimals to hundredths.
5.NBT.6 Find whole-number quotients of whole 
numbers with up to four-digit dividends and two-
digit divisors, using strategies based on place 
value, the properties of operations, and/or the 
relationship between multiplication and division. 
Illustrate and explain the calculation by using 
equations, rectangular arrays, and/or area models.

No change

Numbers and 
Operations in 
Base Ten

 5.NBT.7 Perform operations with multi-digit whole 
numbers and with decimals to hundredths.
5.NBT.7 Add, subtract, multiply, and divide 
decimals to hundredths, using concrete models or 
drawings and strategies based on place value, 
properties of operations, and/or the relationship 
between addition and subtraction; relate the 
strategy to a written method and explain the 
reasoning used.  

Perform operations with multi-digit whole numbers 
and with decimals to hundredths.
5.NBT.7 Solve real-world problems by adding, 
subtracting, multiplying, and dividing decimals using 
concrete models or drawings and strategies based on 
place value, properties of operations, and/or the 
relationship between addition and subtraction, or 
multiplication and division; relate the strategy to a written 
method and explain the reasoning used. 
a. Add and subtract decimals, including decimals with 
whole numbers, (whole numbers through the hundreds 
place and decimals through the hundredths place).
b. Multiply whole numbers by decimals (whole numbers 
through the hundreds place and decimals through the 
hundredths place).
c. Divide whole numbers by decimals and decimals by 
whole numbers (whole numbers through the tens place 
and decimals less than one through the hundredths place 
using numbers whose division can be readily modeled). 
For example, 0.75 divided by 5, 18 divided by 0.6, or 0.9 
divided by 3.

Numbers and 
Operations–
Fractions

 5.NF Use equivalent fractions as a strategy to add 
and subtract fractions.

Use equivalent fractions as a strategy to add and 
subtract fractions (Fractions need not be simplified.)
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Domain/ 
Conceptual 
Category

Standard Original Standard New Standard

Numbers and 
Operations–
Fractions

 5.NF.1 Use equivalent fractions as a strategy to add 
and subtract fractions.
5.NF.1 Add and subtract fractions with unlike 
denominators (including mixed numbers) by 
replacing given fractions with equivalent fractions in 
such a way as to produce an equivalent sum or 
difference of fractions with like denominators. For 
example, 2/3 + 5/4 = 8/12 + 15/12 = 23/12. (In 
general, a/b + c/d = (ad + bc)/bd.)

Use equivalent fractions as a strategy to add and 
subtract fractions (Fractions need not be simplified.)
5.NF.1 Add and subtract fractions with unlike 
denominators (including mixed numbers and fractions 
greater than 1) by replacing given fractions with 
equivalent fractions in such a way as to produce an 
equivalent sum or difference of fractions with like 
denominators. For example, use visual models and 
properties of operations to show  2/3 + 5/4 = 8/12 + 15/12 
= 23/12. In general, a/b + c/d =  (a/b x d/d) + (c/d x b/b)  = 
(ad + bc)/bd.

Numbers and 
Operations–
Fractions

 5.NF.2 Use equivalent fractions as a strategy to add 
and subtract fractions.
5.NF.2 Solve word problems involving addition and 
subtraction of fractions referring to the same whole, 
including cases of unlike denominators, e.g., by 
using visual fraction models or equations to 
represent the problem. Use benchmark fractions 
and number sense of fractions to estimate mentally 
and assess the reasonableness of answers. For 
example, recognize an incorrect result 2/5 + 1/2 = 
3/7, by observing that 3/7 < 1/2.

No change

Numbers and 
Operations–
Fractions

 5.NF Apply and extend previous understandings of 
multiplication and division to multiply and 
divide fractions.

Apply and extend previous understandings of 
multiplication and division to multiply and divide 
fractions. (Fractions need not be simplified.)

Numbers and 
Operations–
Fractions

 5.NF.3 Apply and extend previous understandings of 
multiplication and division to multiply and 
divide fractions.
5.NF.3 Interpret a fraction as division of the 
numerator by the denominator (a /b  = a  ÷ b ). Solve 
word problems involving division of whole numbers 
leading to answers in the form of fractions or mixed 
numbers, e.g., by using visual fraction models or 
equations to represent the problem. For example, 
interpret 3/4 as the result of dividing 3 by 4, noting 
that 3/4 multiplied by 4 equals 3, and that when 3 
wholes are shared equally among 4 people each 
person has a share of size 3/4. If 9 people want to 
share a 50-pound sack of rice equally by weight, 
how many pounds of rice should each person get? 
Between what two whole numbers does your 
answer lie?

No change

Numbers and 
Operations–
Fractions

 5.NF.4 Apply and extend previous understandings of 
multiplication and division to multiply and 
divide fractions.
5.NF.4 Apply and extend previous understandings 
of multiplication to multiply a fraction or whole 
number by a fraction.
a. Interpret the product (a/b ) × q as a parts of a 
partition of q  into b  equal parts, equivalently, as the 
result of a sequence of operations a  × q  ÷ b . For 
example, use a visual fraction model to show (2/3) 
× 4 = 8/3, and create a story context for this 
equation. Do the same with (2/3) × (4/5) = 8/15. (In 
general, (a/b) × (c/d) = ac/bd.)
b. Find the area of a rectangle with fractional side 
lengths by tiling it with unit squares of the 
appropriate unit fraction side lengths, and show that 
the area is the same as would be found by 
multiplying the side lengths. Multiply fractional side 
lengths to find areas of rectangles, and represent 
fraction products as rectangular areas.

No change 
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Domain/ 
Conceptual 
Category

Standard Original Standard New Standard

Numbers and 
Operations–
Fractions

 5.NF.5 Apply and extend previous understandings of 
multiplication and division to multiply and 
divide fractions.
5.NF.5 Interpret multiplication as scaling (resizing).
a. Compare the size of a product to the size of one 
factor on the basis of the size of the other factor, 
without performing the indicated multiplication.
b. Explain why multiplying a given number by a 
fraction greater than 1 results in a product greater 
than the given number (recognizing multiplication 
by whole numbers greater than 1 as a familiar 
case); explaining why multiplying a given number 
by a fraction less than 1 results in a product smaller 
than the given number; and relating the principle of 
fraction equivalence a/b  = (n ×a )/(n ×b ) to the 
effect of multiplying a/b  by 1.

No change

Numbers and 
Operations–
Fractions

 5.NF.6 Apply and extend previous understandings of 
multiplication and division to multiply and 
divide fractions.
5.NF.6 Solve real world problems involving 
multiplication of fractions and mixed numbers, e.g., 
by using visual fraction models or equations to 
represent the problem.

No change

Numbers and 
Operations–
Fractions

 5.NF.7 Apply and extend previous understandings of 
multiplication and division to multiply and 
divide fractions.
5.NF.7 Apply and extend previous understandings 
of division to divide unit fractions by whole numbers 
and whole numbers by unit fractions.
a. Interpret division of a unit fraction by a non-zero 
whole number, and compute such quotients. For 
example, create a story context for (1/3) ÷ 4, and 
use a visual fraction model to show the quotient. 
Use the relationship between multiplication and 
division to explain that (1/3) ÷ 4 = 1/12 because 
(1/12) × 4 = 1/3.
b. Interpret division of a whole number by a unit 
fraction, and compute such quotients. For example, 
create a story context for 4 ÷ (1/5), and use a visual 
fraction model to show the quotient. Use the 
relationship between multiplication and division to 
explain that 4 ÷ (1/5) = 20 because 20 × (1/5) = 4.
c. Solve real world problems involving division of 
unit fractions by non-zero whole numbers and 
division of whole numbers by unit fractions, e.g., by 
using visual fraction models and equations to 
represent the problem. For example, how much 
chocolate will each person get if 3 people share 1/2 
lb of chocolate equally? How many 1/3-cup 
servings are in 2 cups of raisins?

Apply and extend previous understandings of 
multiplication and division to multiply and divide 
fractions. (Fractions need not be simplified.)
5.NF.7 Apply and extend previous understandings of 
division to divide unit fractions by whole numbers and 
whole numbers by unit fractions. Students able to multiply 
fractions in general can develop strategies to divide 
fractions in general, by reasoning about the relationship 
between multiplication and division, but division of a 
fraction by a fraction is not a requirement at this grade.
a. Interpret division of a unit fraction by a non-zero whole 
number, and compute such quotients. For example, 
create a story context for (1/3) ÷ 4, and use a visual 
fraction model to show the quotient. Use the relationship 
between multiplication and division to explain that (1/3) ÷ 
4 = 1/12 because (1/12) × 4 = 1/3.
b. Interpret division of a whole number by a unit fraction, 
and compute such quotients. For example, create a story 
context for 4 ÷ (1/5), and use a visual fraction model to 
show the quotient. Use the relationship between 
multiplication and division to explain that 4 ÷ (1/5) = 20 
because 20 × (1/5) = 4.
c. Solve real-world problems involving division of unit 
fractions by non-zero whole numbers and division of 
whole numbers by unit fractions, e.g., by using visual 
fraction models and equations to represent the problem. 
For example, how much chocolate will each person get if 
3 people share 1/2 lb of chocolate equally? How many 
1/3-cup servings are in 2 cups of raisins?

Measurement 
and Data

 5.MD.1 Convert like measurement units within a given 
measurement system.
5.MD.1 Convert among different-sized standard 
measurement units within a given measurement 
system (e.g., convert 5 cm to 0.05 m), and use 
these conversions in solving multi-step, real world 
problems.

Convert like measurement units within a given 
measurement system.
5.MD.1 Know relative sizes of these U.S. customary 
measurement units: pounds, ounces, miles, yards, feet, 
inches, gallons, quarts, pints, cups, fluid ounces, hours, 
minutes, and seconds. Convert between pounds and 
ounces; miles and feet; yards, feet, and inches; gallons, 
quarts, pints, cups, and fluid ounces; hours, minutes, and 
seconds in solving multi-step, real-world problems.
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Domain/ 
Conceptual 
Category

Standard Original Standard New Standard

Measurement 
and Data

 5.MD.2 Represent and interpret data.
5.MD.2 Make a line plot to display a data set of 
measurements in fractions of a unit (1/2, 1/4, 1/8). 
Use operations on fractions for this grade to solve 
problems involving information presented in line 
plots. For example, given different measurements 
of liquid in identical beakers, find the amount of 
liquid each beaker would contain if the total amount 
in all the beakers were redistributed equally.

Represent and interpret data.
5.MD.2 Display and interpret data in graphs (picture 
graphs, bar graphs, and line plots) to solve problems 
using numbers and operations for this grade, e.g., 
including U.S. customary units in fractions 1/2, 1/4, 1/8, 
or decimals.

Measurement 
and Data

 5.MD.3 Geometric measurement: understand concepts 
of volume and relate volume to multiplication 
and to addition.
5.MD.3 Recognize volume as an attribute of solid 
figures and understand concepts of volume 
measurement.
a. A cube with side length 1 unit, called a “unit 
cube,” is said to have “one cubic unit” of volume, 
and can be used to measure volume.
b. A solid figure which can be packed without gaps 
or overlaps using n  unit cubes is said to have a 
volume of n cubic units.

No change

Measurement 
and Data

 5.MD.4 Geometric measurement: understand concepts 
of volume and relate volume to multiplication 
and to addition.
5.MD.4 Measure volumes by counting unit cubes, 
using cubic cm, cubic in, cubic ft, and improvised 
units.

No change

Measurement 
and Data

 5.MD.5 Geometric measurement: understand concepts 
of volume and relate volume to multiplication 
and to addition.
5.MD.5 Relate volume to the operations of 
multiplication and addition and solve real world and 
mathematical problems involving volume.
a. Find the volume of a right rectangular prism with 
whole-number side lengths by packing it with unit 
cubes, and show that the volume is the same as 
would be found by multiplying the edge lengths, 
equivalently by multiplying the height by the area of 
the base. Represent threefold whole-number 
products as volumes, e.g., to represent the 
associative property of multiplication.
b. Apply the formulas V  = l  × w  × h  and V  = b  × h 
for rectangular prisms to find volumes of right 
rectangular prisms with whole-number edge lengths 
in the context of solving real world and 
mathematical problems.
c. Recognize volume as additive. Find volumes of 
solid figures composed of two non-overlapping right 
rectangular prisms by adding the volumes of the 
non-overlapping parts, applying this technique to 
solve real world problems.

Geometric measurement: understand concepts of 
volume and relate volume to multiplication and to 
addition.
5.MD.5 Relate volume to the operations of multiplication 
and addition and solve real-world and mathematical 
problems involving volume.
a. Find the volume of a right rectangular prism with whole-
number side lengths by packing it with unit cubes, and 
show that the volume is the same as would be found by 
multiplying the edge lengths, equivalently by multiplying 
the height by the area of the base. Represent threefold 
whole-number products as volumes, e.g., to represent 
the Associative Property of Multiplication. 
b. Apply the formulas V  = l  × w  × h and V  = B  × h  for 
rectangular prisms to find volumes of right rectangular 
prisms with whole-number edge lengths in the context of 
solving real-world and mathematical problems. 
c. Recognize volume as additive. Find volumes of solid 
figures composed of two non-overlapping right 
rectangular prisms by adding the volumes of the non-
overlapping parts, applying this technique to solve real-
world problems.
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Domain/ 
Conceptual 
Category

Standard Original Standard New Standard

Geometry  5.G.1 Graph points on the coordinate plane to solve 
real-world and mathematical problems.
5.G.1 Use a pair of perpendicular number lines, 
called axes, to define a coordinate system, with the 
intersection of the lines (the origin) arranged to 
coincide with the 0 on each line and a given point in 
the plane located by using an ordered pair of 
numbers, called its coordinates. Understand that 
the first number indicates how far to travel from the 
origin in the direction of one axis, and the second 
number indicates how far to travel in the direction of 
the second axis, with the convention that the 
names of the two axes and the coordinates 
correspond, e.g., x -axis and x -coordinate, y -axis 
and y -coordinate.

No change

Geometry  5.G.2 Graph points on the coordinate plane to solve 
real-world and mathematical problems.
5.G.2 Represent real world and mathematical 
problems by graphing points in the first quadrant of 
the coordinate plane, and interpret coordinate 
values of points in the context of the situation.

No change

Geometry  5.G.3 Classify two-dimensional figures into categories 
based on their properties.
5.G.3 Understand that attributes belonging to a 
category of two-dimensional figures also belong to 
all subcategories of that category. For example, all 
rectangles have four right angles and squares are 
rectangles, so all squares have four right angles.

Classify two-dimensional figures into categories 
based on their properties.
5.G.3 Identify and describe commonalities and 
differences between types of triangles based on angle 
measures (equiangular, right, acute, and obtuse 
triangles) and side lengths (isosceles, equilateral, and 
scalene triangles).

Geometry  5.G.4 Classify two-dimensional figures into categories 
based on their properties.
5.G.4 Classify two-dimensional figures in a 
hierarchy based on properties.

Classify two-dimensional figures into categories 
based on their properties.
5.G.4 Identify and describe commonalities and 
differences between types of quadrilaterals based on 
angle measures, side lengths, and the presence or 
absence of parallel and perpendicular lines, e.g., 
squares, rectangles, parallelograms, trapezoids, and 
rhombuses.

Ratios and 
Proportional 
Relationships

 6.RP.1 Understand ratio concepts and use ratio 
reasoning to solve problems.
6.RP.1 Understand the concept of a ratio and use 
ratio language to describe a ratio relationship 
between two quantities. For example, “The ratio of 
wings to beaks in the bird house at the zoo was 
2:1, because for every 2 wings there was 1 beak.” 
“For every vote candidate A received, candidate C 
received nearly three votes.”

No change

Ratios and 
Proportional 
Relationships

 6.RP.2 Understand ratio concepts and use ratio 
reasoning to solve problems.
6.RP.2 Understand the concept of a unit rate a/b 
associated with a ratio a:b  with b  ≠ 0, and use rate 
language in the context of a ratio relationship. For 
example, “This recipe has a ratio of 3 cups of flour 
to 4 cups of sugar, so there is 3/4 cup of flour for 
each cup of sugar.” “We paid $75 for 15 
hamburgers, which is a rate of $5 per hamburger.” 

No change
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Standards for Mathematical Practice  
The Standards for Mathematical Practice describe varieties of expertise that mathematics educators at all levels 

should seek to develop in their students. 

These practices rest on important “processes and proficiencies” with longstanding importance in mathematics 

education. The first of these are the NCTM process standards of problem solving, reasoning and proof, 

communication, representation, and connections. The second are the strands of mathematical proficiency 

specified in the National Research Council’s report Adding It Up: adaptive reasoning, strategic competence, 

conceptual understanding (comprehension of mathematical concepts, operations and relations), procedural 

fluency (skill in carrying out procedures flexibly, accurately, efficiently and appropriately), and productive 

disposition (habitual inclination to see mathematics as sensible, useful, and worthwhile, coupled with a belief in 

diligence and one’s own efficacy). 

1. Make sense of problems and persevere in solving them. 
Mathematically proficient students start by explaining to themselves the meaning of a problem and looking 

for entry points to its solution. They analyze givens, constraints, relationships, and goals. They make 

conjectures about the form and meaning of the solution and plan a solution pathway rather than simply 

jumping into a solution attempt. They consider analogous problems, and try special cases and simpler forms of 

the original problem in order to gain insight into its solution. They monitor and evaluate their progress and 

change course if necessary. Older students might, depending on the context of the problem, transform 

algebraic expressions or change the viewing window on their graphing calculator to get the information they 

need. Mathematically proficient students can explain correspondences between equations, verbal 

descriptions, tables, and graphs or draw diagrams of important features and relationships, graph data, and 

search for regularity or trends. Younger students might rely on using concrete objects or pictures to help 

conceptualize and solve a problem. Mathematically proficient students check their answers to problems using 

a different method, and they continually ask themselves, “Does this make sense?” They can understand the 

approaches of others to solving complex problems and identify correspondences between different 

approaches. 

2. Reason abstractly and quantitatively. 
Mathematically proficient students make sense of quantities and their relationships in problem situations. 

They bring two complementary abilities to bear on problems involving quantitative relationships: the ability to 

decontextualize—to abstract a given situation and represent it symbolically and manipulate the representing 

symbols as if they have a life of their own, without necessarily attending to their referents—and the ability to 

contextualize, to pause as needed during the manipulation process in order to probe into the referents for the 

symbols involved. 

Quantitative reasoning entails habits of creating a coherent representation of the problem at hand; 

considering the units involved; attending to the meaning of quantities, not just how to compute them; and 

knowing and flexibly using different properties of operations and objects. 

3. Construct viable arguments and critique the reasoning of others. 
Mathematically proficient students understand and use stated assumptions, definitions, and previously 

established results in constructing arguments. They make conjectures and build a logical progression of 

statements to explore the truth of their conjectures. They are able to analyze situations by breaking them into 

cases, and can recognize and use counterexamples. They justify their conclusions, communicate them to 

others, and respond to the arguments of others. They reason inductively about data, making plausible 

arguments that take into account the context from which the data arose. Mathematically proficient students 
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are also able to compare the effectiveness of two plausible arguments, distinguish correct logic or reasoning 

from that which is flawed, and—if there is a flaw in an argument—explain what it is. Elementary students can 

construct arguments using concrete referents such as objects, drawings, diagrams, and actions. Such 

arguments can make sense and be correct, even though they are not generalized or made formal until later 

grades. Later, students learn to determine domains to which an argument applies. 

Students at all grades can listen or read the arguments of others, decide whether they make sense, and ask 

useful questions to clarify or improve the arguments. 

4. Model with mathematics. 
Mathematically proficient students can apply the mathematics they know to solve problems arising in 

everyday life, society, and the workplace. In early grades, this might be as simple as writing an addition 

equation to describe a situation. In middle grades, a student might apply proportional reasoning to plan a 

school event or analyze a problem in the community. By high school, a student might use geometry to solve a 

design problem or use a function to describe how one quantity of interest depends on another. 

Mathematically proficient students who can apply what they know are comfortable making assumptions and 

approximations to simplify a complicated situation, realizing that these may need revision later. They are able 

to identify important quantities in a practical situation and map their relationships using such tools as 

diagrams, two-way tables, graphs, flowcharts and formulas. They can analyze those relationships 

mathematically to draw conclusions. They routinely interpret their mathematical results in the context of the 

situation and reflect on whether the results make sense, possibly improving the model if it has not served its 

purpose. 

5. Use appropriate tools strategically. 
Mathematically proficient students consider the available tools when solving a mathematical problem. These 

tools might include pencil and paper, concrete models, a ruler, a protractor, a calculator, a spreadsheet, a 

computer algebra system, a statistical package, or dynamic geometry software. Proficient students are 

sufficiently familiar with tools appropriate for their grade or course to make sound decisions about when each 

of these tools might be helpful, recognizing both the insight to be gained and their limitations. For example, 

mathematically proficient high school students analyze graphs of functions and solutions generated using a 

graphing calculator. They detect possible errors by strategically using estimation and other mathematical 

knowledge. When making mathematical models, they know that technology can enable them to visualize the 

results of varying assumptions, explore consequences, and compare predictions with data. Mathematically 

proficient students at various grade levels are able to identify relevant external mathematical resources, such 

as digital content located on a website, and use them to pose or solve problems. They are able to use 

technological tools to explore and deepen their understanding of concepts. 

6. Attend to precision. 
Mathematically proficient students try to communicate precisely to others. They try to use clear definitions in 

discussion with others and in their own reasoning. 

They state the meaning of the symbols they choose, including using the equal sign consistently and 

appropriately. They are careful about specifying units of measure, and labeling axes to clarify the 

correspondence with quantities in a problem. They calculate accurately and efficiently, express numerical 

answers with a degree of precision appropriate for the problem context. In the elementary grades, students 

give carefully formulated explanations to each other. By the time they reach high school they have learned to 

examine claims and make explicit use of definitions. 
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7. Look for and make use of structure. 
Mathematically proficient students look closely to discern a pattern or structure. Young students, for example, 

might notice that three and seven more is the same amount as seven and three more, or they may sort a 

collection of shapes according to how many sides the shapes have. Later, students will see 7 × 8 equals the 

well remembered 7 × 5 + 7 × 3, in preparation for learning about the distributive property. In the expression x2 

+ 9x + 14, older students can see the 14 as 2 × 7 and the 9 as 2 + 7. They recognize the significance of an 

existing line in a geometric figure and can use the strategy of drawing an auxiliary line for solving problems. 

They also can step back for an overview and shift perspective. They can see complicated things, such as some 

algebraic expressions, as single objects or as being composed of several objects. For example, they can see 5 – 

3(x – y)
2
 as 5 minus a positive number times a square and use that to realize that its value cannot be more 

than 5 for any real numbers x and y. 

8. Look for and express regularity in repeated reasoning. 
Mathematically proficient students notice if calculations are repeated, and look both for general methods and 

for shortcuts. Upper elementary students might notice when dividing 25 by 11 that they are repeating the 

same calculations over and over again, and conclude they have a repeating decimal. By paying attention to the 

calculation of slope as they repeatedly check whether points are on the line through (1, 2) with slope 3, middle 

school students might abstract the equation (y – 2)/(x – 1) = 3. Noticing the regularity in the way terms cancel 

when expanding (x – 1)(x + 1), (x – 1)(x
2
 + x + 1), and (x – 1)(x

3
 + x

2
 + x + 1) might lead them to the general 

formula for the sum of a geometric series. As they work to solve a problem, mathematically proficient 

students maintain oversight of the process, while attending to the details. They continually evaluate the 

reasonableness of their intermediate results. 

Connecting the Standards for Mathematical Practice to the Standards for 

Mathematical Content  
The Standards for Mathematical Practice describe ways in which developing student practitioners of the discipline 

of mathematics increasingly ought to engage with the subject matter as they grow in mathematical maturity and 

expertise throughout the elementary, middle and high school years. Designers of curricula, assessments, and 

professional development should all attend to the need to connect the mathematical practices to mathematical 

content in mathematics instruction. 

The Standards for Mathematical Content are a balanced combination of procedure and understanding. 

Expectations that begin with the word “understand” are often especially good opportunities to connect the 

practices to the content. Students who lack understanding of a topic may rely on procedures too heavily. Without 

a flexible base from which to work, they may be less likely to consider analogous problems, represent problems 

coherently, justify conclusions, apply the mathematics to practical situations, use technology mindfully to work 

with the mathematics, explain the mathematics accurately to other students, step back for an overview, or deviate 

from a known procedure to find a shortcut. In short, a lack of understanding effectively prevents a student from 

engaging in the mathematical practices. 

In this respect, those content standards which set an expectation of understanding are potential “points of 

intersection” between the Standards for Mathematical Content and the Standards for Mathematical Practice. 

These points of intersection are intended to be weighted toward central and generative concepts in the school 

mathematics curriculum that most merit the time, resources, innovative energies, and focus necessary to 

qualitatively improve the curriculum, instruction, assessment, professional development, and student achievement 

in mathematics. 
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Grade 5 Overview 

 

Operations and Algebraic Thinking  

 Write and interpret numerical expressions. 

 Analyze patterns and relationships. 

Analyze patterns and relationships  

 Understand the place value system. 

 Perform operations with multi-digit whole 

numbers and with decimals to hundredths. 

Number and Operations—Fractions  

 Use equivalent fractions as a strategy to add and 

subtract fractions. 

 Apply and extend previous understandings of 

multiplication and division to multiply and divide fractions. 

Measurement and Data  

 Convert like measurement units within a given measurement system. 

 Represent and interpret data. 

 Geometric measurement: understand concepts of volume and relate volume to 

multiplication and to addition. 

Geometry  

 Graph points on the coordinate plane to solve real-world and mathematical problems. 

 Classify two-dimensional figures into categories based on their properties.  

Mathematical Practices 
1. Make sense of problems and persevere 

in solving them. 

2. Reason abstractly and quantitatively. 

3. Construct viable arguments and critique 

the reasoning of others. 

4. Model with mathematics. 

5. Use appropriate tools strategically. 

6. Attend to precision. 

7. Look for and make use of structure. 

8. Look for and express regularity in 

repeated reasoning. 
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Grade 5 | Mathematics Course of Study  

 

Operations and Algebraic Thinking 5.OA 

Write and interpret numerical expressions. 

1. Use parentheses, brackets, or braces in numerical expressions, and evaluate expressions 

with these symbols. 

2. Write simple expressions that record calculations with numbers, and interpret 

numerical expressions without evaluating them. For example, express the calculation 

“add 8 and 7, then multiply by 2” as 2 × (8 + 7).Recognize that 3 × (18932 + 921) is three 

times as large as 18932 + 921, without having to calculate the indicated sum or product. 

Analyze patterns and relationships. 

3. Generate two numerical patterns using two given rules. Identify apparent relationships 

between corresponding terms. Form ordered pairs consisting of corresponding terms 

from the two patterns, and graph the ordered pairs on a coordinate plane. For example, 

given the rule “Add 3” and the starting number 0, and given the rule “Add 6” and the 

starting number 0, generate terms in the resulting sequences, and observe that the 

terms in one sequence are twice the corresponding terms in the other sequence. Explain 

informally why this is so. 

Number and Operations in Base Ten 5.NBT 

Understand the place value system. 

1. Recognize that in a multi-digit number, a digit in one place represents 10 times as much 

as it represents in the place to its right and 1/10 of what it represents in the place to its 

left. 

2. Explain patterns in the number of zeros of the product when multiplying a number by 

powers of 10, and explain patterns in the placement of the decimal point when a 

decimal is multiplied or divided by a power of 10. Use whole-number exponents to 

denote powers of 10. 

3. Read, write, and compare decimals to thousandths. 

a. Read and write decimals to thousandths using base-ten numerals, number 

names, and expanded form, e.g., 347.392 = 3 × 100 + 4 × 10 + 7 × 1 + 3 × (1/10) + 

9 × (1/100) + 2 × (1/1000). 

b. Compare two decimals to thousandths based on meanings of the digits in each 

place, using >, =, and < symbols to record the results of comparisons. 

4. Use place value understanding to round decimals to any place. 

Perform operations with multi-digit whole numbers and with decimals to hundredths. 

5. Fluently multiply multi-digit whole numbers using the standard algorithm. 

6. Find whole-number quotients of whole numbers with up to four-digit dividends and 

two-digit divisors, using strategies based on place value, the properties of operations, 
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and/or the relationship between multiplication and division. Illustrate and explain the 

calculation by using equations, rectangular arrays, and/or area models. 

7. Add, subtract, multiply, and divide decimals to hundredths, using concrete models or 

drawings and strategies based on place value, properties of operations, and/or the 

relationship between addition and subtraction; relate the strategy to a written method 

and explain the reasoning used. 

Number and Operations—Fractions 5.NF 

Use equivalent fractions as a strategy to add and subtract fractions. 

1. Add and subtract fractions with unlike denominators (including mixed numbers) by 

replacing given fractions with equivalent fractions in such a way as to produce an 

equivalent sum or difference of fractions with like denominators. For example, 2/3 + 5/4 

= 8/12 + 15/12 = 23/12. (In general, a/b + c/d = (ad + bc)/bd.) 

2. Solve word problems involving addition and subtraction of fractions referring to the 

same whole, including cases of unlike denominators, e.g., by using visual fraction 

models or equations to represent the problem. Use benchmark fractions and number 

sense of fractions to estimate mentally and assess the reasonableness of answers. For 

example, recognize an incorrect result 2/5 + 1/2 = 3/7, by observing that 3/7 < 1/2. 

Apply and extend previous understandings of multiplication and division to multiply 

and divide fractions. 

3. Interpret a fraction as division of the numerator by the denominator (a/b = a ÷ b). Solve 

word problems involving division of whole numbers leading to answers in the form of 

fractions or mixed numbers, e.g., by using visual fraction models or equations to 

represent the problem. For example, interpret 3/4 as the result of dividing 3 by 4, noting 

that 3/4 multiplied by 4 equals 3, and that when 3 wholes are shared equally among 4 

people each person has a share of size 3/4. If 9 people want to share a 50-pound sack of 

rice equally by weight, how many pounds of rice should each person get? Between what 

two whole numbers does your answer lie? 

4. Apply and extend previous understandings of multiplication to multiply a fraction or 

whole number by a fraction. 

a. Interpret the product (a/b) × q as a parts of a partition of q into b equal parts; 

equivalently, as the result of a sequence of operations a × q ÷ b. For example, use 

a visual fraction model to show (2/3) × 4 = 8/3, and create a story context for this 

equation. Do the same with (2/3) × (4/5) = 8/15. (In general, (a/b) × (c/d) = 

ac/bd.) 

b. Find the area of a rectangle with fractional side lengths by tiling it with unit 

squares of the appropriate unit fraction side lengths, and show that the area is 

the same as would be found by multiplying the side lengths. Multiply fractional 
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side lengths to find areas of rectangles, and represent fraction products as 

rectangular areas. 

5. Interpret multiplication as scaling (resizing), by: 

a. Comparing the size of a product to the size of one factor on the basis of the size 

of the other factor, without performing the indicated multiplication. 

b. Explaining why multiplying a given number by a fraction greater than 1 results in 

a product greater than the given number (recognizing multiplication by whole 

numbers greater than 1 as a familiar case); explaining why multiplying a given 

number by a fraction less than 1 results in a product smaller than the given 

number; and relating the principle of fraction equivalence a/b =(n×a)/(n×b) to 

the effect of multiplying a/b by 1. 

6. Solve real world problems involving multiplication of fractions and mixed numbers, e.g., 

by using visual fraction models or equations to represent the problem. 

7. Apply and extend previous understandings of division to divide unit fractions by whole 

numbers and whole numbers by unit fractions.24 

a. Interpret division of a unit fraction by a non-zero whole number, and compute 

such quotients. For example, create a story context for (1/3) ÷ 4, and use a visual 

fraction model to show the quotient. Use the relationship between multiplication 

and division to explain that (1/3) ÷ 4 = 1/12 because (1/12) × 4 = 1/3. 

b. Interpret division of a whole number by a unit fraction, and compute such 

quotients. For example, create a story context for 4 ÷ (1/5), and use a visual 

fraction model to show the quotient. Use the relationship between multiplication 

and division to explain that 4 ÷ (1/5) = 20 because 20 × (1/5) = 4. 

c. Solve real world problems involving division of unit fractions by non-zero whole 

numbers and division of whole numbers by unit fractions, e.g., by using visual 

fraction models and equations to represent the problem. For example, how 

much chocolate will each person get if 3 people share 1/2 lb of chocolate 

equally? How many 1/3-cup servings are in 2 cups of raisins? 

Measurement and Data 5.MD 

Convert like measurement units within a given measurement system. 

1. Convert among different-sized standard measurement units within a given 

measurement system (e.g., convert 5 cm to 0.05 m), and use these conversions in 

solving multi-step, real world problems. Represent and interpret data. 

                                            
24 Students able to multiply fractions in general can develop strategies to divide fractions in general, by reasoning 
about the relationship between multiplication and division. But division of a fraction by a fraction is not a 
requirement at this grade. 
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Represent and interpret data 

2. Make a line plot to display a data set of measurements in fractions of a unit (1/2, 1/4, 

1/8). Use operations on fractions for this grade to solve problems involving information 

presented in line plots. For example, given different measurements of liquid in identical 

beakers, find the amount of liquid each beaker would contain if the total amount in all 

the beakers were redistributed equally. 

Geometric measurement: understand concepts of volume and relate volume to 

multiplication and to addition. 

3. Recognize volume as an attribute of solid figures and understand concepts of volume 

measurement. 

a. A cube with side length 1 unit, called a “unit cube,” is said to have “one cubic 

unit” of volume, and can be used to measure volume. 

b. A solid figure which can be packed without gaps or overlaps using n unit cubes is 

said to have a volume of n cubic units. 

4. Measure volumes by counting unit cubes, using cubic cm, cubic in, cubic ft, and 

improvised units. 

5. Relate volume to the operations of multiplication and addition and solve real world and 

mathematical problems involving volume. 

a. Find the volume of a right rectangular prism with whole-number side lengths by 

packing it with unit cubes, and show that the volume is the same as would be 

found by multiplying the edge lengths, equivalently by multiplying the height by 

the area of the base. Represent threefold whole-number products as volumes, 

e.g., to represent the associative property of multiplication. 

b. Apply the formulas V = l × w × h and V = b × h for rectangular prisms to find 

volumes of right rectangular prisms with whole number edge lengths in the 

context of solving real world and mathematical problems. 

c. Recognize volume as additive. Find volumes of solid figures composed of two 

non-overlapping right rectangular prisms by adding the volumes of the non-

overlapping parts, applying this technique to solve real world problems. 

Geometry 5.G 

Graph points on the coordinate plane to solve real-world and mathematical problems. 

1. Use a pair of perpendicular number lines, called axes, to define a coordinate system, 

with the intersection of the lines (the origin) arranged to coincide with the 0 on each 

line and a given point in the plane located by using an ordered pair of numbers, called 

its coordinates. Understand that the first number indicates how far to travel from the 

origin in the direction of one axis, and the second number indicates how far to travel in 
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the direction of the second axis, with the convention that the names of the two axes 

and the coordinates correspond (e.g., x-axis and x-coordinate, y-axis and y-coordinate). 

2. Represent real world and mathematical problems by graphing points in the first 

quadrant of the coordinate plane, and interpret coordinate values of points in the 

context of the situation. 

Classify two-dimensional figures into categories based on their properties. 

3. Understand that attributes belonging to a category of two-dimensional figures also 

belong to all subcategories of that category. For example, all rectangles have four right 

angles and squares are rectangles, so all squares have four right angles. 

4. Classify two-dimensional figures in a hierarchy based on properties. 
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Essential Standards and COS Alignment: Science Grades K-8 

Grade Five: 
 

Earth and Space Science 

Cycles and Patterns in the Solar 
System  

The solar system includes the sun and all celestial 
bodies that orbit the sun. Each planet in the solar 
system has unique characteristics.  

The sun is one of many stars that exist in the universe.  

Most of the cycles and patterns of motion between the 
Earth and sun are predictable. 

Physical Science 

Light, Sound and Motion  The amount of change in movement of an object is 
based on the weight of the object and the amount of 
force exerted. 

Light and sound are forms of energy that behave in 
predictable ways.  

Life Science 

Interactions within Ecosystems  Organisms perform a variety of roles in an ecosystem 

All of the processes that take place within organisms 
require energy. For ecosystems, the major source of 
energy is sunlight. 

 
 
 
  

Science Course of Study Report Card July, 2017 
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Fifth Grade Science Standards 
 

Theme: Interconnections within Systems  
 
This theme focuses on helping students recognize the components of various systems and then investigate dynamic and sustainable 
relationships within systems using scientific inquiry.  

Science Inquiry and Application 
 
During the years of grades 5-8 all students must use the following scientific processes to construct their knowledge and 
understanding in all science content areas:  
• Identify questions that can be answered through scientific investigations;  
• Design and conduct a scientific investigation;  
• Use appropriate mathematics, tools and techniques to gather data and information;  
• Analyze and interpret data;  
• Develop descriptions, models, explanations and predictions;  
• Think critically and logically to connect evidence and explanations;  
• Recognize and analyze alternative explanations and predictions; and  
• Communicate scientific procedures and explanations.  
• Apply Catholic values to development and application of science concepts. 

Strands  
Strand Connections: Cycles on Earth, such as those occurring in ecosystems, in the solar system, and in the movement of light and 
sound result in describable patterns. Speed is a measurement of movement that is related to force and weight. The transfer of energy 
drives changes in systems, including ecosystems and physical systems.  

Earth and Space Science Physical Science Life Science 
Topic: Cycles and Patterns in the Solar 
System  
 
This topic focuses on the characteristics, 
cycles and patterns in the solar system and 
within the universe.  

Topic: Light, Sound and Motion  
 
 
This topic focuses on the forces that affect 
motion. This includes the relationship 
between the speed of an object, the 
amount of force applied and the weight of 
the object. Light and sound are explored  

Topic: Interactions within Ecosystems  
 
 
This topic focuses on foundational 
knowledge of the structures and functions 
of ecosystems.  
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as forms of energy that move in 
predictable ways, depending on the 
matter through which they move.  

Content Statements 
The solar system includes the sun and all 
celestial bodies that orbit the sun. Each 
planet in the solar system has unique 
characteristics.  
 
The distance from the sun, size, 
composition and movement of each 
planet are unique. Planets revolve around 
the sun in elliptical orbits. Some of the 
planets have moons and/or debris that 
orbit them. Comets, asteroids and 
meteoroids orbit the sun.  
 
Note: The shape of Earth’s orbit is nearly circular 
(also true for other planets). Many graphics that 
illustrate the orbit overemphasize the elliptical 
shape, leading to the misconception regarding 
seasonal change being related to how “close” Earth 
is to the sun. The discussion of planet characteristics 
should be at an introductory level for this grade. 

The amount of change in movement of an 
object is based on the weight of the 
object and the amount of force exerted.  
 
 
Movement can be measured by speed. 
The speed of an object is calculated by 
determining the distance (d) traveled in a 
period of time (t).  
 
Earth pulls down on all objects with 
gravitational force. Weight is a measure of 
the gravitational force between an object 
and the Earth. The weight of the object 
and amount of force applied affect the 
speed of the object.  
 
Note 1: Gravity and magnetism are introduced 
(through observation) in PS grade 2.  
 
Note 2: Mass is the amount of matter in an object 
or substance, but it is not appropriate in the 
elementary grades. 

Organisms perform a variety of roles in an 
ecosystem 
 
 
 
Populations of organisms can be 
categorized by how they acquire energy.  
 
Food webs can be used to identify the 
relationships among producers, consumers 
and decomposers in an ecosystem. 
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The sun is one of many stars that exist in 
the universe.  
 
 
 
The sun appears to be the largest star in 
the sky because it is the closest star to 
Earth. Some stars are larger than the sun 
and some stars are smaller than the sun.  

Light and sound are forms of energy that 
behave in predicable ways.  
 
 
 
Light travels and maintains its direction 
until it interacts with an object or when it 
moves from one medium to another, and 
then it can be reflected, refracted or 
absorbed.  
 
Sound is produced by vibrating objects 
and requires a medium through which to 
travel. The rate of vibration is related to 
the pitch of the sound.  
 
Note: At this grade level, the discussion of light and 
sound should be based on observable behavior. 
Waves are introduced at the middle school level.  

All of the processes that take place within 
organisms require energy.  
For ecosystems, the major source of 
energy is sunlight.  
 
Energy entering ecosystems as sunlight is 
transferred and transformed by producers 
into energy that organisms use through the 
process of photosynthesis. That energy 
then passes from organism to organism as 
illustrated in food webs.  
 
In most ecosystems, energy derived from 
the sun is transferred and transformed into 
energy that organisms use by the process 
of photosynthesis in plants and other 
photosynthetic organisms.  

Most of the cycles and patterns of motion 
between the Earth and sun are 
predictable. 
 
Earth's revolution around the sun takes 
approximately 365 days. Earth completes 
one rotation on its axis in a 24-hour 
period, producing day and night. This 
rotation makes the sun; stars and moon 
appear to change position in the sky. 
Earth's axis is tilted at an angle of 23.5°. 
This tilt, along with Earth’s revolution 
around the sun, affects the amount of 
direct sunlight that the Earth receives in a 
single day and throughout the year. The 
average daily temperature is related to 
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the amount of direct sunlight received. 
Changes in average temperature 
throughout the year are identified as 
seasons.  
 
Note 1: The amount of direct sunlight that Earth 
receives is related to the altitude of the sun, which 
affect the angle of the sun’s rays, and the amount of 
time the sun is above the horizon each day. 
 
Note 2: Different regions around the world have 
seasonal changes that are not based solely on 
average temperature. Examples include rainy 
season, dry season, monsoon season, etc. 
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Essential Standards and COS Alignment: Social Studies Grades K-8 

Grade Five: 
 

 Regions and People of the Western Hemisphere  

History Multiple-tier timelines can be used to show relationships among events 
and places.  

Early Indian civilizations (Maya, Inca, Aztec, Mississippian) existed in the 
Western Hemisphere prior to the arrival of Europeans. These 
civilizations had developed unique governments, social structures, 
religions, technologies, and agricultural practices and products.  

European exploration and colonization had lasting effects which can be 
used to understand the Western Hemisphere today 

Geography Globes and other geographic tools can be used to gather, process and 
report information about people, places and environments. 
Cartographers decide which information to include in maps.  

Latitude and longitude can be used to make observations about location 
and generalizations about climate.  

Regions can be determined using various criteria (e.g., landform, 
climate, population, cultural or economic).  

Variations among physical environments within the Western Hemisphere 
influence human activities. Human activities also alter the physical 
environment.  

American Indians developed unique cultures with many different ways of 
life. American Indian tribes and nations can be classified into cultural 
groups based on geographic and cultural similarities.  

Religious, political, environmental, social and economic factors cause 
people, products and ideas to move from place to place in the Western 
Hemisphere today.  

The Western Hemisphere is culturally diverse due to American Indian, 
European, Asian and African influences and interactions, as evidenced 
by artistic expression, language, religion and food.  

Government Individuals can better understand public issues by gathering and 
interpreting information from multiple sources. Data can be displayed 
graphically to effectively and efficiently communicate information.  

Democracies, dictatorships and monarchies are categories for 
understanding the relationship between those in power or authority and 
citizens.  

Economics Information displayed in circle graphs can be used to show relative 
proportions of segments of data to an entire body of data.  

Social Studies Course of Study Report Card July, 2017 
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Essential Standards and COS Alignment: Social Studies Grades K-8 

The choices people make have both present and future consequences.  

The availability of productive resources (i.e., human resources, capital 
goods and natural resources) promotes specialization that leads to 
trade.  

The availability of productive resources and the division of labor impact 
productive capacity 

 Regions and countries become interdependent when they specialize in 
what they produce best and then trade with other regions to increase the 
amount and variety of goods and services available.  

Workers can improve their ability to earn income by gaining new 
knowledge, skills and experiences. 
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2013 Social Studies Standards 

Grade Five 

Theme: Regions and People of the Western Hemisphere   

In grade five, students study the Western Hemisphere (North and South America), its geographic features, early history, cultural development and economic 

change. Students learn about the early inhabitants of the Americas and the impact of European exploration and colonization. The geographic focus includes the 

study of contemporary regional characteristics, the movement of people, products and ideas, and cultural diversity. Students develop their understanding of the 

relationship between markets and available resources.   

Topic:  Historical Thinking and Skills  Early Civilizations  Heritage  

History 
Strand  
(Hist) 

Content Statement:  
1. Multiple-tier timelines can be used to show 

relationships among events and places.  
 

Content Statements:  
2. Early Indian civilizations (Maya, Inca, 

Aztec, Mississippian) existed in the 
Western Hemisphere prior to the arrival of 
Europeans. These civilizations had 
developed unique governments, social 
structures, religions, technologies, and 
agricultural practices and products. 

Content Statements:  
3. European exploration and colonization 

had lasting effects which can be used to 
understand the Western Hemisphere 
today.   

 

Topic:  Spatial Thinking and Skills  Places and Regions  Human Systems  

Geography  
Strand  
(Geo) 

Content Statements:  
4. Globes and other geographic tools can be 

used to gather, process and report 
information about people, places and 
environments. Cartographers decide 
which information to include in maps.  

5. Latitude and longitude can be used to 
make observations about location and 
generalizations about climate.   

Content Statement:  
6. Regions can be determined using various 

criteria (e.g., landform, climate, 
population, cultural or economic).  

Content Statements:  
7. Variations among physical environments 

within the Western Hemisphere influence 
human activities. Human activities also 
alter the physical environment.  

8. American Indians developed unique 
cultures with many different ways of life. 
American Indian tribes and nations can be 
classified into cultural groups based on 
geographic and cultural similarities.  

9. Religious, political, environmental, social 
and economic factors cause people, 
products and ideas to move from place to 
place in the Western Hemisphere today.  

10. The Western Hemisphere is culturally 
diverse due to American Indian, 
European, Asian and African influences 
and interactions, as evidenced by artistic 
expression, language, religion and food.  

2013 Social Studies Standards 
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Grade Five 

Topic:  Civic Participation and Skills  Roles and Systems of Government  

Government 
strand  
(Govt) 

Content Statement:  
11. Individuals can better understand public issues by gathering and 

interpreting information from multiple sources. Data can be 
displayed graphically to effectively and efficiently communicate 
information.   

Content Statement:  
12. Democracies, dictatorships and monarchies are categories for 

understanding the relationship between those in power or authority 
and citizens. 

 

Topic:  
Economic Decision 
Making and Skills  

Scarcity  
Production and 
Consumption  

Markets  Financial Literacy  

Economic 
Strand  
(Econ) 

Content Statements:  
13. Information displayed 

in circle graphs can be 
used to show relative 
proportions of 
segments of data to an 
entire body of data.   

14. The choices people 
make have both 
present and future 
consequences.  

Content Statement:  
15. The availability of 

productive resources 
(i.e., human 
resources, capital 
goods and natural 
resources) promotes 
specialization that 
leads to trade.   

 

Content Statement:  
16. The availability of 

productive resources 
and the division of 
labor impact 
productive capacity.  

 

Content Statement:  
17. Regions and countries 

become 
interdependent when 
they specialize in what 
they produce best and 
then trade with other 
regions to increase the 
amount and variety of 
goods and services 
available.  

Content Statement:  
18. Workers can improve 

their ability to earn 
income by gaining new 
knowledge, skills and 
experiences.   
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Fifth Grade Standards 

The Body 
Topic Standards Essential Question(s)s 

Calories and Energy 
 

Explain the significance of calories in a person's 
diet. (5.B.1) 
 
Draw conclusions about eating locations and the 
types and amount of food consumed. (5.B.2) 

How does food provide our 
energy? 

Fitness 

Topic Standards Essential Question(s)s 

The principles of fitness (flexibility, balance, 
strength, endurance, balance, coordination and 
agility.) 

Identify the parts of physical fitness and how 
they impact mental well being. (5.F.1) 
 
Recognize that development of physical fitness 
can impact self-concept. (5.F.2) 

What can I do to take care 
of my body? 

The Body Systems 
Topic Standards Essential Question(s) 

Reproductive System Identify and describe the reproductive system and 
all of its components. (Include the Catholic 
Church’s teaching on sexuality and morality.) 
(5.BS.1) 

How does the reproductive 
system work? 

Safety 
Physical Safety Standards Personal Safety Standards Essential Question(s) 

Identify signs of choking  (5.PHS.1)  When can you use home first-
aid techniques and when 
should you seek medical 
attention? 

Communities 
Topic Standards Essential Question(s) 

Knows and demonstrates respectful words and 
actions  
 

Knows and demonstrates respectful words and 
actions  (5.C.1) 

How do I strengthen my 
community through my words 
and actions? 

Self-Concepts 
Topic Standards Essential Question(s) 

Positive stress and negative stress 
 
Stress management techniques 

Define stress. (5.SC.1) 
 
Define distress. (5.SC.2) 
 
List stress management techniques (5.SC.3) 

How does stress affect me? 
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Student: New5 Bilich     Grade: Grade 5   School Year: 2017 - 2018
PROGRESS CODES

E Exceeds the Essential Standard: The student exceeds the essential standard 
by consistently demonstrating an advanced level of understanding and/or the 
ability to apply knowledge at a higher level. For example the student 
synthesizes information and makes connections between concepts to apply the 
knowledge in new and unique ways or to apply the concepts to solve real world 
problems.

M Met the Essential Standard: The student has consistently mastered the 
essential standard taught and assessed.

W Working toward Meeting the Essential Standard: The student is working toward 
mastery of the essential standard or is inconsistent in his/her demonstration of 
mastery when assessed.

N Not Meeting the Essential Standard: Student has not demonstrated mastery of 
the essential standard. This is usually given to students that are at the 
beginning stages in learning a new concept or students who are working below 
grade level.

INS Insufficient Evidence: There was insufficient evidence provided for 
demonstration of mastery. Students will be given the opportunity to provide 
sufficient evidence by the end of the next grading period.

* Modification: Only for those students whose curriculum content area and 
standards have been modified based on Services Plan/IEP Goals. This does not 
apply to students who only have accommodations.

MATHEMATICS (New Teacher, 3-5 Teacher) 1 2 3 4
Operations and Algebraic Thinking
Order of Operations         
Analyze patterns and relationships         
Numbers and Operations in Base Ten
Concepts of Decimals         
Multi-digit Computation with whole numbers and 
decimals

        

Numbers and Operations- Fractions
Addition and Subtraction         
Multiplication         
Concepts of Division         
Measurement and Data
Unit Conversion         
Represent and Interpret Data         
Concepts of Volume         
Geometry
Graphing         
2D Shapes         

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS (New Teacher, 3-5 
Teacher)

1 2 3 4

Reading-Literature
RL-Key Ideas and Details.         
RL-Analyzing Text         

 

Reading-Informational Text
RI-Key Ideas and Details         
RI-Analyzing Text         
Reading-Foundational Skills
Phonics and Word Analysis         
Fluency and Accuracy         
Writing
Writing Opinion         
Writing- Informative/Explanatory         
Writing-Narrative         
Research to Build and Present Knowledge         
Speaking and Listening
Comprehension and Communication         
Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas         
Language
Grammar and Usage         
Conventions of standard English (capitalization, 
punctuation, spelling, etc.)

        

Knowledge of Language         
Vocabulary Acquisition and Use         

RELIGION (New Teacher, 3-5 Teacher) 1 2 3 4
Knowledge of the Faith
Understands vocabulary and concepts pertaining to
The Person of Jesus Christ         
Sacred Scripture, Creeds and Doctrines         
Liturgy and Sacrament
Understands vocabulary and concepts pertaining to:
Paschal Mystery; Sacramental Life and the Liturgical 
Year

        

Moral Formation
Understands vocabulary and concepts pertaining to:
The Commandment to Love , Beatitudes, and 
covenant relationships

        

Grace, sin, and conscience formation         
Virtues and works of mercy         
Dignity of the person         
Prayer
Understands vocabulary and concepts pertaining to:
Catholic Prayer; Personal and Public         
Life and Mission of the Church
Understands vocabulary and concepts pertaining to:
Spiritual growth and relationships         
Domestic Church and Universal Church         
Missionary Spirit
Understands vocabulary and concepts pertaining to:
Discipleship; Vocation and Evangelization         

 

SCIENCE (New Teacher, 3-5 Teacher) 1 2 3 4
Earth and Space Science
Cycles and Patterns in the Solar System         
Physical Science
Light, Sound and Motion         
Life Science
Interactions within Ecosystems         

SOCIAL STUDIES (New Teacher, 3-5 Teacher) 1 2 3 4
Regions and People of the Western Hemisphere
History         
Geography         
Government         
Economics         

ART (New Teacher, 3-5 Teacher) 1 2 3 4
Creates artwork using materials, tools and technology         
Understands techniques and concepts         
Connects art to history, culture and other disciplines         
Analyzes, critiques and reflects on artwork         

MUSIC (New Teacher, 3-5 Teacher) 1 2 3 4
Creates music through voice, instruments/or technology         
Understands and applies techniques and concepts         
Connects music to history, culture, and other disciplines         
Analyzes, critiques and reflects on music         

PHYSICAL EDUCATION (New Teacher, 3-5 Teacher) 1 2 3 4
Combination of movement skills         
Critical elements of manipulative skills         
Strategies and tactics related to movement         
Critical elements of motor skills         
Health-related fitness         
Responsible personal and social behavior         
Values physical activity         

SPANISH (New Teacher, 3-5 Teacher) 1 2 3 4
Interpretive Communication         
Interpersonal Communication         
Presentational Communication         
Cultures Standard         

HEALTH (New Teacher, 3-5 Teacher) 1 2 3 4
Nutrition and Fitness         
Body Systems         
Safety         
Communities         
Self-Concepts         Page 66

DIrby
Typewritten Text

DIrby
Typewritten Text

DIrby
Typewritten Text



ATTENDANCE 1 2 3 4 TOTAL
Days Absent       0 0

Days Tardy       0 0

Teacher's Comments:
Quarter 1:   

Quarter 2:   

 
This student has been assigned to grade   

Principal signature   

Date  8/1/2017

 
Quarter 3:   

Quarter 4:   

 

 
 

Catholic Diocese of Columbus 

 

Diocese of Columbus Demo School 

 

Student Progress Report 

 

 

Student:    New5 Bilich

 

Grade    Grade 5

 

Year:     2017 - 2018

 

Teacher  
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