
 

Highlights of Catechetical Formation for Chaste Living  

In the Religion Course of Study 2015 

 
III.A. Commandment to Love—These additions help students know and understand 

Jesus’ command to love one another, just as he loved us. Students will also understand that 

Jesus reveals to us the inner life of the Trinity as the ultimate model of how we are to be in 

loving relationship with one another.   

 

III.C. Sin and Grace—New additions in this section should help the student know how 

Original Sin has weakened humanity’s ability to love rightly and live as God intended.  

 

III.D. Conscience Formation—The added standards help students understand the role of 

free-will and reason in conscience formation, as well as how to determine the role of 

feelings, temptations and choices in avoiding vice and living virtue. 

 

III.E. Objective Moral Norms—The Church’s moral law is based in objective truths 

revealed by God and acts as a guide in helping students make right choices. 

 

III.F.  Gospel of Life—These standards remind the students that our bodies are holy and 

must be treated with dignity and respect.  They also help the student understand that 

human sexuality is a gift and when used as intended enables one to reach their fullest 

potential. 

 

III.G. Living a Moral Life—This section highlights the important role of all virtue, but 

especially chastity, in living a moral life as well as ways to how to foster chastity daily. 

 

V.A. Spiritual Growth—These standards emphasize that the pursuit of holiness and the 

practice of virtue need to be reaffirmed daily, requiring persistence and an openness to 

God’s grace.  

 

V.B. Relationships and Responsibility—The new standards remind us that our bodies are 

made in the image and likeness of God, that each person must be treated with dignity and 

that, as members of God’s family, we must treat each other with respect. 

 

V.C. Marriage and Family Life—These standards articulate the proper role of marriage, 

how the Church sees marriage as the foundation of the family, and the family as the 

foundation of society. 

Throughout this year we have been working to more explicitly incorporate into 

our Religion Course of Study the principles outlined in the Catechetical Formation 

in Chaste Living (CFCL), USCCB, 2008. 

 

You will see two main changes in the Religion Course of Study 2015. 

1. Citations from the CFCL have been added and bolded at the end of current 

standards that address those areas.   

2. Additional standards cover content that was not addressed previously.  

Those additions and their corresponding references are also bolded. 

 

Task III Moral Formation and Task V Community Life have been the most 

affected by the changes, especially in the upper grades. Implementation of the 

new standards is expected in the 2017-18 academic year.  Here is a brief 

overview of where many of the additions occur. 


