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Religion Across the Curriculum 
 

Science:   
o Issues in bioethics, e.g., euthanasia, stem-cell research, cloning and chimeras, 

eugenics, abortion, etc. 
o Know and understand the Church’s teaching on the relationship between 

science, or reason, and faith    (CCC  159) 
o Evolution (as taught by the Church)  
o Reproduction (within marriage-commitment) 
o The wonder and mystery of creation in the “micro/macro” worlds around us, 

e.g., pictures from the Hubble telescope: Google “Hubble Telescope” for 
websites, esp. “The Hubble Heritage Project” at http://hubblesite.org  for 
educational materials and ideas, including building a “mini-Hubble”       

o What creation and nature can teach us about God  
o Identify at least three well-known Catholic scientists and the fields in which 
      they made their contributions,  e.g., Enrico Fermi (physics); Guglielmo Marconi  
 (radio); Louis Pasteur (bacteriology); Antoine Lavoisier (chemistry); Fr. Georges 

Lemaitre (the Big Bang theory); Gregor Mendel (genetics); Alexander Fleming 
(penicillin); Wilhelm Roentgen (x-rays); Pierre Teilhard de Chardin 
(paleontology); Blaise Pascal & Rene Descartes (mathematics); Nicolaus 
Copernicus (heliocentric cosmology); St. Albert the Great, St. Thomas Aquinas & 
Roger Bacon (scientific method, philosophy of science)   
 

Health: 
o Taking care of their bodies—physically, emotionally: 5th Commandment, loving 

themselves enough to value healthy eating, exercise, adequate rest, avoiding 
drugs (including alcohol) 

o Importance and value of abstinence in a healthy adolescent lifestyle and an 
understanding of age-appropriate sexuality (e.g., issues of “hooking up” and  
co-habitation before marriage) 

o Understanding the nature and meaning of human sexuality, intimacy and love 
(USCCB’s Document on Catechetical Formation in Chaste Living); meaning of 
chastity in their lives at this time  

 
Physical Education:   

o Keeping themselves fit for working for the Kingdom of God 
 Remembering that our bodies are “the temple of the Holy Spirit” 
 Respecting the bodies of others 

o Learning how to work with others e.g., on a team; also, more cooperative, fewer 
competitive, activities, e.g., the Parachute Games  

 
Language Arts:   

o The Bible as Literature with different kinds of writing: 

http://hubblesite.org/
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 historical, myth, legend, poetry, epistles, gospels, apocalyptic, prophetic  
 What are the different books about and how do they relate to main themes:  

 love of God and love of neighbor, expressed by 

 worship of God joined with proper ethical and moral behavior and 
social responsibility, e.g., care of the afflicted, justice for all peoples 

 Hebrew poetry found in the books of Psalms, Ecclesiastes, Wisdom  
o Poetry and fiction that is both good literature and reflects Catholic values, e.g., 

Mary Oliver, Gerard Manley Hopkins (poetry); Graham Greene, Brian Moore, 
Flannery O’Connor (fiction); listen to James Earl Jones’ recorded reading of 
James Weldon Johnson’s poem, “Creation” and Sr. Thea Bowman’s account of 
Adam and Eve. 

o Write their own prayers, psalms and parables in various genres, including rap; 
personal journaling  

o Theater:  develop plays depicting gospel stories; skits or mime (no words, 
gestures only) of parables; also experience/review current popular plays that 
express Catholic Christian values  

 
Speaking/Writing Skills: 

o Interview family, friends on religious topics and report orally in class, as if doing a 
TV newscast (protect your “sources”!)       

o Watch for religious topics in news stories and write critiques or reviews from a 
Catholic perspective 

o Choose a current religious topic and learn the rules and skills of a formal debate; 
do the research and critical thinking needed to present clearly the differing 
views, including where the teaching of the Church is relevant and influential 

o What is “preaching” and how is it different from giving a speech? Prepare a brief 
homily on a Sunday reading or a favorite gospel story  

 
Visual Arts:   

o Know that the Church has a rich and lengthy cultural history of using the arts as a 
means to deepen our understanding of who is Jesus Christ 

o Study Christian art through the ages: e.g., the catacombs, mosaics, icons from 
the East, Botticelli, Renaissance and Baroque masters, El Greco, Durer, Van 
Gogh, Gaugin, Rouault, Chagall, Rothko, etc.  

o Depictions from other cultures (e.g., African, Asian, Latin American), showing the 
enculturation of belief in portraits of Jesus, Mary; What is your image of Jesus? 

o The cathedrals of Europe and the Mid-East and their religious art  
 paintings, sculptures, stained glass, architectural styles 
 told the story of salvation history in art  

o 19th-20th century church architecture and art: how did it change? 
 Reflective of liturgical renewal and a changing ecclesiology 
 Relationship of liturgy to architecture 
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o Identify at least three visual artists who over the centuries have provided us with 
images of Christ, e.g., Rublev, Giotto, Fra Angelico, Michelangelo, Leonardo da 
Vinci, Rembrandt, El Greco, Georges Rouault, Pablo Picasso, etc.  
 Describe at least five different interpretations of who Christ is as portrayed 

over the centuries in the visual arts, e.g., the Good Shepherd, Christ 
Pantocrator, the humanity of Christ (often portrayed an infant), the suffering 
and crucified Christ, the Risen Christ, Christ the judge, etc. 
 

Film, video: 
o Films/videos/television with overtly religious themes; also help students learn to 

critique popular media in light of Catholic teaching as well as esthetic aspects, 
and to become more discriminating in their response 

o “Secular” films with religious themes, e.g., “Babette’s Feast,” “Chocolat,” “The 
Shawshank Redemption,” “Tender Mercies,” “The Spitfire Grill,” “The Mission;” 
for younger children, “Finding Nemo,” “The Chronicles of Narnia”  

o Identify and describe some contemporary Christ-figures in literature, film, 
theater, e.g., Jesus in “Godspell” and “Jesus Christ Superstar;” Christ-like figures 
in “The Mission,” “A Man for All Seasons,” “Romero,” “The Lord of the Rings” 
trilogy, etc.  

o Make a video of a modern-day parable 
 
Music:   

o Sacred music of all kinds   
 Earlier forms: Gregorian Chant, polyphony, madrigals, etc. 
 Master-works: Bach, Mozart, Handel, Mendelsohn, Haydn  
 Development of popular hymnody 

 Adaptations from secular songs (Luther, Wesley) 

 Influence of printing press 
 contemporary composers:  Messaien, Tavener, Rutter, Part, Gorecki 

o Inculturation: influence of music from specific cultures, e.g., Latino, Indonesian, 
West African, African-American, American-folk, etc. 
 Latino “Mariachi” music 
 African-American  

1. The “coded” language of the spirituals 
2. “The Blues” and Gospel music 

 Pop culture,  
1. “Godspell” and “Jesus Christ Superstar,” 
2.  contemporary groups like Green Day, U2, Mercy Me, etc. 

o What makes music liturgically appropriate for parish worship? 
 

Math:   
o Design personal “Mandala” (crossover with art; www.colormandala.com/ or 

google “mandala designs” for background and resources); a challenge: design 

http://www.colormandala.com/
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your mandala using only 33-degree angles (or some other size less than 45 
degrees) . . . 

o Calculations of the origins of the earth and universe-- planets, stars, galaxies 
o Research Leonard da Vinci’s mathematical proportions for the dimensions of the 

human body (the dignity and beauty of God’s creation).. 
o Research “The Golden Mean” or “The Rule of Thirds” used by Da Vinci and 

others to determine the “perfect” composition of paintings; find examples . . . 
o Labyrinth: history, purpose and how to make one; Google “labyrinth: history,  

purpose & how to design” from many sources – esp. 
www.lessons4living.com/labyrinth.htm or www.crystalinks.com/labyrinths.html 
If possible, design and lay out a labyrinth on the grounds of the school or parish 
(or on a tarp for indoor use).  

o mathematical calculations/proportions in religious structures of both the past 
and present, and relationship to spirituality/liturgy/ecclesiology (not only 
Christian churches – think Stonehenge, the Great Pyramids of Egypt, the flat-
topped pyramids of the indigenous peoples in Mexico and South America . . .) 

o Design the dimensions of your ideal worship space: floor plan, elevation, and 
construct a scale model, using FoamCore, cardboard, styrofoam, wood scraps, 
fabric, toothpicks, etc. (a good activity for working in pairs or teams) 

o Pie-graph: Draw a circle and divide into slices showing the percentages of the 
world’s population in the various world religions; or illustrate percentages of 
different religious traditions in your immediate neighborhood or in your school. 

 
Social Studies:   

o Influence of the Church in various eras of European and American history  
 The development and influence of the Papacy 
 Split of East/West in Christianity 
 the Crusades 
 The Enlightenment and the Industrial Revolution 
 the arts and the Church in Europe 

o Role of missionaries to the “New World” of the Americas 
 Spanish and Franciscan / Dominican missions  
 Opposition to slavery in Hispaniola (Dominican Republic/Haiti, today) 

 Find out about Fra Bartolome de las Casas and the role he played 
 Educators (European religious orders) for ethnic groups of immigrants in 

North America;  
 Beginnings of Catholic education and health care 
 Growth of the educational and health-care systems throughout the 

United States 
 Changes in our understanding of “missionary”  

 Respect for cultures: “Inculturation within,” rather than “imposition 
upon”  

o See the website https://sophiainstituteforteachers.org/  for lesson plans built 
around contemporary issues and events, approached from a Catholic 

http://www.lessons4living.com/labyrinth.htm
http://www.crystalinks.com/labyrinths.html
https://sophiainstituteforteachers.org/
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perspective; sign up for free monthly lesson plans; participate in lesson-plan 
exchange, etc. 

o Learn about the presence and influence of pluricultural groups within the 
American church; see “Cultural Diversity in the Church,” at the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops’ website,  
www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/cultural-diversity  

o Explore the other religious traditions that have been formative of American 
culture, e.g., Puritans, Quakers, Methodist circuit-riders, African-American, etc.  

o History of major world religions (e.g., Judaism, Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism) and 
comparisons to Christianity and to the Catholic tradition within Christianity 

o Group Activities 
 Learn about and help to support a missionary from our diocese (list available 

through the chancery) 
 Get involved in a project responding to a need in a developing country, e.g., 

the Heifer Project, funds for digging a well, provide school supplies, etc. find 
more ideas at Catholic Relief Services, www.crs.org/   

 Learn about the people of that country, their culture, history 
o Government and Economics 

 Recall primary responsibility (in the Old Testament) of kings to care for 
widows and children, the poor and strangers (Lev 19:9-10, 34; Lev 23:22; 
Deut10:17-20; Deut 24:19) 

 What was the “Sabbatical Year of Remission” observed by the Hebrews? 
(Deut 15:1-15) 

 How were Jesus’ teachings influenced by his Jewish faith and culture? 
By the occupying presence of the Roman Empire? 

 What contemporary form of government/economics do you think comes 
closest to the teachings of Jesus? 

 Read and study Pope Francis’ encyclical letter, Laudato Si’: Care of Our 
Common Home, available through several publishers, ISBN 978-1-60137-502-
5 or online, go to www.vatican.va/  and search “Laudato Si’”;  
numerous publishers provide study guides for group-work, e.g., resources at 
www.twentythirdpublications.com/oncaforourco.html; see also the website, 
www.catholicclimatecovenant.org/      

   
WHAT  ELSE  .  .  .  ? 
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