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What's inside this issue:

VISION
The off ic ia l  newsletter  of  the Office of Cathol ic Schools

We are excited to present the first issue of “Vision,” a quarterly
publication for supporters and benefactors of Our Catholic
Schools. Even before this unprecedented time, we were
searching for a way to connect with you and share the
successes and unique aspects of our school communities. 
Their continued success is a result of your support and
kindness, and we are so grateful.     In addition to this
newsletter, you will also find frequent updates on Facebook,
Instagram, and Twitter.

Newsletter of 
Our Catholic Schools
SHARING NEWS & SUCCESSES
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Dear Friends,
 
As we reach the end of what has to be the most unusual year that any of us have ever faced, I
would like to very sincerely thank our supporters, administrators, and teachers for all that you have
done to keep great Catholic education alive in our Diocese.
 
Because of our collective school staff, we will have Catholic schools this Fall. Their love for students,
their commitment, and their passion are, quite simply, amazing. On just a few days’ notice, they
were asked to shift all of their lessons to distance learning and called upon to provide comfort and
consistency to their students, all while managing the changes that this pandemic brought to their
own homes and families. What began as a three-week interruption turned into a ten-week
marathon. Throughout this time, they kept our students safe at home, helped our state make it
through the pandemic, they ensured that our students remained engaged in learning, and they
furthered our mission of forming disciples. Their efforts and work are nothing short of heroic. Like
the great missionary St. Paul, our path through this year took an unpredictable turn. But, also like St.
Paul, we have stayed the course, we have finished the race, and we have kept the faith (2 Tim 4:7).
 
I am grateful for all that you have done and will continue to do, as well. Know that all of you are in
my prayers, and may God continue to bless you. 
 
Sincerely yours in Christ,
 
 
 
Adam J. Dufault
Episcopal Moderator for Education
Superintendent of Catholic Schools

A Letter from the Superintendent 
of Catholic Schools
WRAPPING UP AND LOOKING FORWARD
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During Ohio’s mandated school building closures due to COVID-19, Our Catholic Schools
settled into the educational “new normal.”  While there were certainly adjustments for
students, teachers, and parents, our schools did what they have always done best – deliver
faith-based education of the highest-quality. Instead of traditional brick and mortar settings,
our communities were transformed into Catholic schools in virtual spaces.
 
Some key questions and thoughtful planning drove that shift.   What did the Office of Catholic
Schools and school principals need to do differently than prior to this crisis?   How could we
transform challenges into opportunities?   What resources did we need to employ for
continued success?   Perhaps our strongest tools were the true sense of community and the
support drawn from our schools.   From preschool to kindergarten to elementary, middle, and
high school, each used innovation, creativity, and the foundations of our faith as guides to
create virtual experiences to keep our schools alive in the hearts, minds, and homes of
students and their families.
 
While there is no permanent substitute for the daily, in-person encounters between students
and teachers, our educators made the best of that which was in their control - goals, time,
space, technology, and pedagogy - to keep that connection.  
 
It is your steadfast support that has always allowed us to cultivate our school communities in
these ways and to be as prepared as possible for a crisis of the magnitude of COVID-19.   We
thank you for your generosity and hold you and yours in prayer.  While there is still uncertainty
as to what school openings will look like at the start of 2020-21, together, we will ensure that
Our Catholic Schools remain true and constant places of faith, learning and hope for all.

Our Catholic Schools 
Response to Covid-19
CONTINUING TO DELIVER FAITH-BASED EDUCATION
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Lisa Dufault and Dan Rotella from St. Francis DeSales High School, along with  Nora
O'Donnell from Cristo Rey Columbus, were honored by the 2019-2020 College Board
Counselor Recognition Program.
 
This program honors the "innovative middle and high school counselors who go the extra
mile to expand opportunity for students—and who are seeing results."
     
Mrs. Dufault, Mr. Rotella, and Mrs. O’Donnell were among just 17 counselors honored in the
state of Ohio.   The Office of Catholic Schools congratulates them and thanks them for their
dedication to our students.  School counselors are critical in supporting the success of our
secondary students now and beyond high school.

Our School Counselors Honored 
INNOVATING FOR STUDENT OPPORTUNITY

Tuscarawas Central Catholic Elementary Principal Matt Ritzert recently told the Times
Reporter, “For us it’s important, especially in a Catholic school, because care for God’s
creation is one of the basic tenets of our social teaching. It’s more than just Earth Day or
recycling, but it is protecting God’s gifts to us with the environment.”
 
Projects this year included recyling programs and developing a butterfly garden.

TCC Fifth Graders Show Their 
Care for Creation

PROGRESSIVE ANNUAL PROJECTS INCLUDED GRANT 
AWARDS AND SCHOOL POLICY CHANGES THIS YEAR
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The Big Give is your BIG opportunity to help others during these challenging times. Join us
and make a difference on June 10–11.  COVID-19 has deepened an already substantial
need for tuition assistance for many families in our 53 schools across the Diocese.
 
For anyone able to help, gifts starting at $20 are accepted by credit card, PayPal, Google
Pay, and Apple Pay. Columbus Foundation donors can make a grant using their Donor
Advised Fund or Supporting Foundation. All credit card fees will be covered, so 100% of
your donation goes to the Catholic Diocese of Columbus, Office of Catholic Schools
for Tuition Assistance. 
 
Your gift(s) will be boosted on a pro-rata basis thanks to a $1 million+ Bonus Pool made
possible by generous donors and corporate partners. 

Help Our Catholic Schools Provide Much-
Needed Tuition Assistance
THE BIG GIVE WILL PROVIDE CRITICAL SUPPORT DURING THIS
UNPARALLELED TIME

For more details now, or to give June 10-11, visit columbusfoundation.org.
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DATE

Save the

 Mor e  i n f o rma t i o n  a va i l ab l e  a t  

HTTPS://COLUMBUSCATHOLIC.ORG/BISHOPS-GOLF-CLASSIC

Bishop Flaget School was recognized as an Ohio Department
of Education 2020 Purple Star Designee! This honor is
awarded to schools that meet important criteria for
supporting military-connected students & families.
 
The Office of Catholic Schools applauds Bishop Flaget for
their dedication to those who sacrifice so much for all of us. 

Bishop Flaget School Wins Purple
Star
SUPPORTING STUDENTS & FAMILIES

The  Bishop’s Golf Classic  provides critical funds for tuition assistance in the Diocese of
Columbus, making Catholic education a reality for  many in-need and deserving students. 
Organizations, businesses, parish groups, and individuals are all welcome to register to
play in the Classic, and many sponsorship opportunities are available to raise funds for
this important effort. Please support our goal to provide the advantages of Catholic
education to all, regardless of financial need.

Bishop's Golf Classic is Scheduled for August
PROCEEDS FUND NEED-BASED TUITION ASSISTANCE


