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Meeting Notes 

 

COVID-19 School Nurse Call Questions and Answers 

9/1/2020 

10:00-11:00 

A note: As this is a rapidly evolving situation and guidance may change,  be sure to check 

our website regularly for updates. 

Presenting:  

Alex Jones, MS, RN, CPH: Assistant Health Commissioner and Director of Prevention and 

Wellness 

Radhika Iyer, MPH, CPH: Infectious Disease Program Epidemiologist & Supervisor                   

Brooke Hughes, BSN, RN : Infectious Disease Nurse 

                          

  

Questions and Answers: 

Q. How long should the books be quarantined between students? 

A.72 hours 

 

Q. Do the large plastic or plexiglass barriers provide protection if less than 6 feet distance with or 

without a mask? 

A. This would still be considered an exposure if less than 6ft, for 15 minutes or more, with or without a 

mask 

 

Q. The algorithm states that if that symptom is a result of a preexisting condition then the student can 

stay in class; however that is not what was just said when someone asked a question.  

A. Please follow algorithm here https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uZZXqNdR6KSCxjwS00HnsK12lj3EWtBb/view 

 

Q. Also, if a therapist is wearing  PPE (gown, gloves, mask, shield) aren't they no longer a close 

contact? 

A.  Correct, it would not be considered an exposure if wearing a surgical mask as well as eye 

protection such as a face shield or goggles as needed (if the student/staff is not wearing a facial 

covering) 

 

Q. Do we recommend schools keeping track of absenteeism when students call in sick?  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uZZXqNdR6KSCxjwS00HnsK12lj3EWtBb/view
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A. If they report being sick and they do not seek additional care, the health department would not 

be involved.  It is recommended that the school use a screening tool to determine when/ if they can 

return.  The staff returning the call would ask further details and gather more information to track 

when students call in to determine when the student or staff can/should return.   

 

Q.  If a child is sent home sick, are their siblings allowed to stay? 

A.  Schools would not send the siblings home without further information, unless they are 

symptomatic, or the initial symptomatic child tested positive.   

 

Q. Is there a maximum number of students allowed in one room? 

A. There is no maximum as long as those in the room are able to maintain 6-foot social distancing.   

 

Q. Could we review the notification process when there is a case? 

A. The details for the reporting and notification from the Director’s Orders are not yet posted, but we 

will send this information to all as soon as we have them.   

 

Q. Clarification of algorithm:  If a student presents with any symptoms, they must be sent home.  If 

they have any in the from first column, they will need to meet the “Keep child at home criteria” but if 

they exhibit two or more of the second column, they will need to meet the criteria? 

A. That is correct.   

 

Q. What is the best guidance for cleaning playgrounds?   

A.  It is important to frequently clean and sanitize high touch playground surfaces between each use.  

Having the students clean and sanitize their hands both before and after using the playground is 

helpful if you are unable to monitor and clean surfaces after each use.   

 

Q. If the entire classroom has been 6’ apart the entire day but they have been in the same classroom 

all day, will the entire class need quarantined? 
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A.  No, if there is a positive case but the entire class was able to remain 6 feet apart all day, 

regardless of the length of time, they would not need to be quarantined.   

 

 

 

Q.  When can a child with a Negative test result come back?  

A. As long as they are 24 hours fever free and symptoms are improved, they can come back.  

However, this is not the case with those identified as close contacts, rather a child sent home with 

symptoms.  An identified close contact will still need to be kept at home until quarantine period has 

ended.   

 

Q.  If there is a staff member who has a family member living in the same house who tested positive, 

but who does not spend great amounts of time around them, are they still considered a close 

contact? 

A. The health department, with the exception of very specific living arrangements, would consider 

the staff member a close contact as it would be difficult to maintain distance in most circumstances.   

 

Q.  Does FCPH have more guidance on PPE?  There are students with oral secretions and should 

nurses and staff be gowned?   

A. If you have a concern someone is COVID positive and the staff has a medical grade surgical mask 

and the COVID case is also wearing a facial covering this would not be considered a contact.  If 

case is not wearing a facial covering, the nurse would want to have eye protection as well to be 

considered not a contact 

 

Q.  Will the school get the quarantine letter? 

A.  The schools will not be provided the quarantine letter from FCPH.  The case or contact will receive 

letter from us directly and they can share the copy with the school. 

 

Q.  How do you track contacts of staff who work in multiple areas of the school (eg, speech therapists 

who see different students from different classes). 
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A. A log and appointment book that is up to date is ideal.   

 

We encourage communication with us, especially if you are concerned that all the information is not 

being shared with all parties. There are times when quarantined may be extended.   

 

 

 

  

Prevent the spread of COVID-19! 

wash your hands often – wear a face covering – physical distance 6 feet – get tested! 

 Visit covid-19.myfcph.org for the latest information. 

https://covid-19.myfcph.org/

