
Patience
DIOCESAN HOPE TASK FORCE

When St. Paul wrote his letter to the church of Corinth, it
was a time of great divisiveness and discord.  Bitterness,
impatience, and selfish disrespect fractured personal
relationships within the family and throughout the
community.  Perhaps the Christians of Corinth lost hope in
the midst of rudeness and wrongdoing.  

St. Paul desired to heal the wounds from these hurtful
relationships and restore social friendship and the common
good.  His antidote to what plagued the community was
Christian love, patience, and hope.  (1 Cor. 13:4-8)

We too are like the Christians in Corinth, finding ourselves
in the midst of fractured relationships and wrongdoing. 
 Only this time, we have the added dimension of social
media which has the potential to build community, but also
to expose impatience with each other and deepen the loss
of hope.

Our faith calls us to live in the virtue of being patient in
hope.  "Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, and faithful in
prayer.  (Romans 12:12)  Patience is an essential virtue in
cultivating our ability to endure challenging times and
remain steadfast in our hope for the future and in our Lord.

THE SEASON OF HOPE
Fostering Hope through Patience

1 Corinthians
13:4-8

“Love is patient,
love is kind.  It is not
jealous, is not
pompous, it is not
inflated, it is not rude,
it does not seek its
own interests, it is not
quick-tempered, it
does not brood over
injury, it does not
rejoice over
wrongdoing but
rejoices with the truth.  
It bears all things,
believes all things,
hopes all things,
endures all things.
Love never fails.”  
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Patience is also essential in our love of each other, our family, our
neighbors, and our enemies; the very people Jesus commanded us
to love.

As we are called to be missionary disciples, the Christian
community must exercise patience, kindness, and hope as we
encounter, accompany, live in community, and are sent out to
proclaim the Good News.  God is love.  God is patient, God is kind...  
God never fails.

Perhaps as followers of Christ, we can practice replacing the word
love in St. Paul's message with our own name.  Try it.  Through
God's outpouring of patience and mercy for each of us, our efforts
in turn can help heal our social relationships.  

A common prayer which can aid us in our efforts to practice
patience, love our neighbor, and spread hope is the Prayer of St.
Francis of Assisi.  Take a moment to pray this prayer and reflect on
the following questions.

Prayer of St. Francis
 

Lord, make me an instrument
of Your
peace.  Where there is
hatred, let me sow
love.  Where there is injury,
pardon,
where there is doubt, faith,
where there is despair, hope,
where there is darkness,
light, and where there is
sadness, joy.  

O Divine Master, grant that I
may not so much
seek to be consoled, as to
console; to be understood, as
to understand; to be
loved, as to love; for it is in
giving that we receive; it is in
pardoning that
we are pardoned; and it is in
dying that we are born to
eternal life.  
Amen.
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Reflect

In what area of my life am I struggling to demonstrate
patience?  Is there a particular person with whom I find it
difficult to be patient?  How can I respond in Christian love?

What can I let go so that I can slow down and be more
sensitive to God's time and the needs of others?

How do I respond when God's answer to my prayer is "Not
now?"  In what ways is God strengthening me to live in
hope?
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