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        Introduction 
 
 

 Changes or additions to the 2018 Columbus Catholic 
School’s Course of Study are noted in blue.  

  
 The newly approved novel lists for grades 6-8 and high 

school include all recommendations from OCS, 6-8 and 
for high school ELA faculty, and can be found starting on 
p. 59. 

 
 Approved English Language Arts textbooks can be found 

on p.57. 
 

 Thank you to the ELA Course of Study Committee that 
reviewed these standards in light of Cardinal Newman 
Society’s Standards and Dispositions in 
English/Language Arts, and Educating for Eternity, by 
Brett Salkeld. You will find their names at the end of this 
document. 
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Reading Standards for Literature K-12 
The following standards offer a focus for instruction each year and help to ensure that students gain adequate exposure to a range of texts and tasks. Students advancing through the grades 
should meet each year’s grade-specific standards and retain or further develop skills and understandings mastered in preceding grades. 

 

Kindergartners: Grade 1 students: Grade 2 students: 
Key Ideas and Details   

RL.K.1. With prompting and support, ask and 
answer questions about key details in a text. 

a. Who, what when where and why? 

RL.1.1. Ask and answer questions about key details in a text. 

a.    Who, what when where and why? 

b.    Goal: without support at the end of the year 

RL.2.1. Ask and answer such questions as who, what, 
where, when, why, and how to demonstrate 
understanding of key details in a text, showing evidence. 

RL.K.2. With prompting and support, retell familiar 
stories, including key details. 

a. Review key characters, story line, and 
plot/dilemma 

RL.1.2.  Explain literary text development 
a. Demonstrate understanding of the lesson 
b. Retell stories, including those form Scripture, with key 

details. 

RL 2.2 Explain literary test development. 
a. Determine the lesson or moral 
b. Retell stories, including Scripture, from a 
different culture. 

RL.K.3. With prompting and support, identify 
characters, settings, and major events in a story. 

RL.1.3. Describe characters, settings, and major events in a     
story, using key details. 

RL.2.3. Describe how characters in a story respond to 
major events and challenges. 

 Craft and Structure  

RL.K.4. Ask and answer questions about unknown 
words in a text. 

a. With support with prompting 

 

RL.1.4. Identify words and phrases in stories or poems   that 
suggest feelings or appeal to the senses. 

a. With prompting and support 

RL.2.4. Describe how words and phrases (e.g., regular 
beats, alliteration, rhymes, repeated lines) supply rhythm 
and meaning in a story, poem, or song. 

RL.K.5. Recognize common types of texts (e.g., 
storybooks, poems, Scripture and its genre) 

RL.1.5. Explain major differences between books that tell 
stories and books that give information, drawing on a wide 
reading of a range of text types. 

RL.2.5. Describe the overall structure of a story, 
including describing how the beginning introduces the 
story and the ending concludes the action. 

RL.K.6. With prompting and support, name the author 
and illustrator of a story and define the role of each in 
telling the story. 

RL.1.6. Identify who is telling the story at various points in a 
text. 

         a.   With prompting and support 

RL.2.6. Distinguish between points of view when 
referring to narrators and characters, recognizing when 
the narrator is a character in the story. 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
 
RL.K.7. With prompting and support, describe the 
relationship between illustrations and the story in 
which they appear (e.g., what moment in a story an 
illustration depicts).  

RL.1.7. Use illustrations and details in a story to describe its 
characters, setting, or events. 

RL.2.7. Use information gained from the illustrations and 
words in a text to demonstrate understanding of its 
characters, setting, or plot. 

RL.K.8. (Not applicable to literature) RL.1.8. (Not applicable to literature) RL.2.8. (Not applicable to literature) 

RL.K.9. With prompting and support, compare and 
contrast the adventures and experiences of 
characters in familiar stories. 

RL.1.9. Compare and contrast the adventures and 
experiences of characters in stories. 

RL.2.9. Compare and contrast two or more versions of 
the same story (e.g., Cinderella stories) by different 
authors or from different cultures. 
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Range of Reading Level and Text Complexity  
RL.K.10. Actively engage in group reading activities 
with purpose and understanding. Activate prior 
knowledge and draw on previous experiences in 
order to make text-to-self or text-to-text connections 
and comparisons. 

RL.1.10. With prompting and support, read prose and poetry of 
appropriate complexity for grade 1. Activate prior knowledge and 
draw on previous experiences in order to make text-to-self or text-
to-text connections and comparisons. 

RL.2.10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend 
literature, including stories and poetry, in the grades 2–3 
text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as 
needed at the high end of the range.  Activate prior 
knowledge and draw on previous experiences in order to 
make test-to-self or text-to-text connections or 
comparisons. 

Grade 3 students: Grade 4 students: Grade 5 students: 
Key Ideas and Details   

RL.3.1. Ask and answer questions to demonstrate 
understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the 
text as the basis for the answers. 

a.  Activate prior knowledge and draw on previous
experiences in order to make text-to-self and text-
to-text connections and comparisons. 

 

RL.4.1. Refer to details and examples in a text when 
explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing 
inferences from the text. 

a.  Activate prior knowledge and draw on previous 
experiences in order to make text-to-self and text-to-text  
connections and comparisons. 

RL.5.1. Quote accurately from a text when explaining what 
the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from 
the text. 

a. Activate prior knowledge and draw on previous 
experiences in order to make text-to- self and text-to-
text connections and comparisons.one 

 
RL.3.2. Analyze literary text development. 
    a. Determine a theme and explain how it is 

conveyed through key details in the text. 
    b. Retell stories, including fables, folktales, and 

myths from diverse cultures including stories 
from Scripture. 

RL.4.2. Analyze literary text development. 
    a. Determine a theme of a story, drama, poem, psalm, or 

parable including those in Scripture from details in the text. 
    b. Summarize the text,  
    c.  incorporate a theme determined from details in the text. 

RL.5.2 Analyze literary text development. 
    a. Determine a theme of a literary text from details in 

the text. 
    b. Summarize the text, incorporating a theme 

determined from details in the text. 

RL.3.3. Describe characters, including Bible 
characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations, 
or feelings) and explain how their actions 
contribute to the sequence of events. 

RL.4.3. Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a 
story or drama, drawing on specific details 
in the text (e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, or 
actions). 

RL.5.3. Compare and contrast two or more characters, 
settings, or events in a story or drama, drawing on 
specific details in the text (e.g., how characters interact). 

Craft and Structure  
RL.3.4. Determine the meaning of words and 
phrases as they are used in a text, distinguishing 
literal from nonliteral language. 

RL.4.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 
they are used in a text, including those that allude to 
significant characters found in mythology (e.g., Herculean). 

RL.5.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 
they are used in a text. 

RL.3.5. Refer to parts of stories, dramas, and 
poems when writing or speaking about a text, using 
terms such as chapter, scene, stanza and Biblical 
Verse; describe how each successive part builds 
on earlier sections. 

RL.4.5. Explain major differences between poems, drama, and 
prose, and refer to the structural elements of poems (e.g., verse, 
rhythm, meter) and drama (e.g., casts of characters, settings, 
descriptions, dialogue, stage directions) when writing or 
speaking about a text. 

RL.5.5. Explain how a series of chapters, scenes, or 
stanzas fits together to provide the overall plot structure 
of a particular story, drama, or poem. 

RL.3.6. Describe the difference between points of view 
in text, particularly first- and third-person narration. 

RL.4.6. Explain the differences in the point(s) of view  
in a text and different perspectives of the characters. 

a. Is the story written in first person, for example? 
b. How do characters react differently to a problem situation, 

etc. 

RL.5.6. Describe how a narrator’s or speaker’s point of 
view and perspective influence how events are described. 
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Integration of Knowledge and Ideas  
RL.3.7. Explain how specific aspects of a text’s 
illustrations contribute to what is conveyed by the 
words in a story (e.g., emphasize aspects of a 
character or setting). (Mood was moved to grades 
6- 12). 

RL.4.7. Make connections between the text of a story or 
drama and a visual or oral presentation of the text, 
identifying where each version reflects specific descriptions 
and directions in the text. 

RL.5.7 Analyze how visual and multimedia elements 
contribute to the meaning, tone, mood, or appeal of 
a text (e.g., graphic novel, multimedia presentation 
of fiction, folktale, myth, poem). 

RL.3.8. (Not applicable to literature) RL.4.8. (Not applicable to literature) RL.5.8. (Not applicable to literature) 

RL.3.9. Compare and contrast the themes, settings, 
and plots of stories written by the same author 
about the same or similar characters (e.g., in books 
from a series or from Scripture). 

RL.4.9. Compare and contrast the treatment of similar themes 
and topics (e.g., opposition of good and evil) and patterns of 
events (e.g., the quest) in Scripture stories, myths, and 
traditional literature from different cultures. 

RL.5.9. Compare and contrast stories in the same 
genre (e.g., Scripture, mysteries and adventure 
stories) on their approaches to similar themes and 
topics. 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity  
RL.3.10. By the end of the year, read and 
comprehend literature, including Scripture, stories, 
dramas, and poetry, at the high end of the grades 3 
text complexity band independently and proficiently. 
 

RL.4.10. Read and comprehend literature, including Scripture, 
stories, dramas, and poetry, in the grades 4 text complexity band 
proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the 
range. 
 

RL.5.10. By the end of the year, read and 
comprehend literature, including Scripture, stories, 
dramas, and poetry, at the high end of the grades 5 
text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

 

Grade 6 students: Grade 7 students: Grade 8 students: 
Key Ideas and Details   

RL.6.1. Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what 
the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from 
the text. 

RL.7.1. Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support 
analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text. 

RL.8.1. Cite the textual evidence that most strongly 
supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well 
as inferences drawn from the text. 

RL.6.2. Analyze literary text development. 
a.  Determine a theme of a text and how it is conveyed 

through particular details. 
b.  Incorporate a theme and story details into an objective 

summary of the text. 

RL.7.2. Analyze literary text development. 
a.  Determine a theme of a text and analyze its 

development over the course of the text. 
b.  Incorporate the development of a theme and other 

story details into an objective summary of the text. 

RL.8.2. Analyze literary text development. 
a.  Determine a theme of a text and analyze its 

development over the course of the text, including its 
relationship to the characters, setting, and plot. 

b.  Incorporate a theme and its relationship to other story 
elements into an objective summary of the text 

RL.6.3. Describe how a particular story’s or drama’s plot 
unfolds in a series of episodes as well as how the 
characters respond or change as the plot moves toward a 
resolution. 

RL.7.3. Analyze how particular elements of a story or 
drama interact (e.g., how setting shapes the characters 
or plot). 

RL.8.3. Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or 
incidents in a story or drama propel the action, reveal 
aspects of a character, or provoke a decision. 

Craft and Structure 
RL.6.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 

they are used in a text, including figurative and 
connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific 
word choices, including sensory language, on meaning 
and tone. 

RL.7.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases    
as they are used in a text, including figurative and 
connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific 
language choices, such as sensory words or phrases, 
on meaning and tone, including rhymes and other 
repetitions of sounds (e.g., alliteration) on a specific 
verse or stanza of a poem or section of a story or 
drama. 

RL.8.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 
they are used in a text, including figurative and 
connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific 
word choices on meaning, mood, and tone, including 
analogies or allusions to other texts. 



2025 ELA Course of Study 6 

 

 

RL.6.5. Analyze how a particular sentence, chapter, scene, 
stanza, or Bible verse fits into the overall structure of a 
text and contributes to the development of the theme, 
setting, or plot. 

RL.7.5. Analyze how a drama or poem’s form or 
structure   (e.g., soliloquy, sonnet, psalm) contributes 
to its meaning. 

RL.8.5. Compare and contrast the structure of two or more 
texts (e.g., the Gospels) and analyze how the differing 
structure of each text contributes to its meaning and 
style. 

RL.6.6. Explain how an author uses the point of view to 
develop the perspective of the narrator or speaker in a 
text. 

RL.7.6. Analyze how an author uses the point of view to 
develop and contrast the perspectives of different 
characters or narrators in a text. 

RL.8.6. Analyze how differences in the points of view and 
perspectives of the characters and the audience or 
reader (e.g., created through the use of dramatic irony) 
create effects such as suspense or humor. 
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Grade 6 students: Grade 7 students: Grade 8 students: 
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas  
RL.6.7. Compare and contrast the experience of reading a 

Bible story, story, drama, or poem to listening to or 
viewing an audio, video, or live version of the text, 
including contrasting what they “see” and “hear” when 
reading the text to what they perceive when they listen or 
watch. 

RL.7.7. Compare and contrast a written story, drama, or 
poem to its audio, filmed, staged, or multimedia 
version, analyzing the effects of techniques unique to 
each medium (e.g., lighting, sound, color, or camera 
focus and angles in a film). 

RL.8.7. Analyze the extent to which a filmed or live 
production of a story or drama stays faithful to or 
departs from the text or script, evaluating the choices 
made by the director or actors. 

RL.6.8. (Not applicable to literature) RL.7.8. (Not applicable to literature) RL.8.8. (Not applicable to literature) 

RL.6.9. Compare and contrast texts in different forms or 
genres (e.g., stories and poems; historical novels, 
fantasy stories, Scripture and other Catholic works,) in 
terms of their approaches to similar themes and topics. 

RL.7.9. Compare and contrast a fictional portrayal of a 
time, place, or character and a historical account of the 
same period as a means of understanding how authors 
of fiction use or alter history. 

RL.8.9. Analyze how a modern work of fiction alludes to 
themes, patterns of events, or character types from 
myths, traditional stories, and religious literary texts, 
such as (but not limited to) the Bible and The Epic of 
Gilgamesh, including describing how the material is 
rendered new. 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 
RL.6.10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend 

literature, including Scripture, stories, dramas, and 
poems, in the grades 6–8 text complexity band 
proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of 
the range. 

RL.7.10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend 
literature, including Scripture, stories, dramas, and 
poems, in the grades 6–8 text complexity band 
proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high 
end of the range. Build background knowledge and 
activate prior knowledge in order to make text-to-self, 
text-to-text and text-to-world connections that 
deepen understanding of the text. 

RL.8.10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend 
literature, including Scripture, stories, dramas, and 
poems, at the high end of grades 6–8 text complexity 
band independently and proficiently. Build background 
knowledge and activate prior knowledge in order to 
make text-to-self, text- to-text and text-to-world 
connections that deepen understanding of the text. 
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Grades 9–10 students: Grades 11–12 
students: 

Key Ideas and Details  

R1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

R1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining where 
the text leaves matters uncertain. 

R2. Analyze text development. 
a.  Determine a theme of a text and analyze in detail its development over the 
course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific 
details. 
b.  Provide an objective summary of the text that includes the theme and relevant 
story elements. 

 R2. Analyze literary text development. 
a.  Determine two or more themes of a text and analyze their development over 
the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one another.  
b.  Produce a thorough analysis of the text. 

R3. Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or conflicting motivations) 
develop over the course of a text, interact with other characters, and advance the plot or 
develop the theme. 

R3. Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate 
elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is ordered, 
how the characters are introduced and developed). 

Craft and Structure
 
R4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including 

figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word 
choices on meaning, mood, and tone (e.g., how the language evokes a sense of time 
and place or an emotion; how it sets a formal or informal tone). 

R4. Determine the connotative, denotative, and figurative meaning of words and 
phrases as they are used in the text; analyze the impact of author’s diction, 
including multiple-meaning words or language that is particularly evocative to the 
tone and mood of the text. (Include Shakespeare, Catholic authors, etc.) 

R5. Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure a text, order events 
within it (e.g., parallel plots), and manipulate time (e.g., pacing, flashbacks) create such 
effects as mystery, tension, or surprise. 

R5. Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure specific parts of a 
text (e.g., the choice of where to begin or end a story, the choice to provide a 
comedic or tragic resolution) contribute to its overall structure and meaning as well 
as its aesthetic impact. 

R6. Analyze how a point of view, perspective or cultural experience is reflected in a work of 
literature from outside the United States, drawing on a wide reading of world literature. 

R6. Analyze a case in which grasping point of view or perspective requires 
distinguishing what is directly stated in a text from what is really meant (e.g., satire, 
sarcasm, irony, or understatement) and evaluate the impact of these literary 
devices on the content and style of the text. 

 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
 
R7. Analyze the representation of a subject or a key scene in two different artistic mediums, 

including what is emphasized or absent in each treatment (e.g., Auden’s “Musée des 
Beaux Arts” and Breughel’s Landscape with the Fall of Icarus). 

R7. Analyze multiple interpretations of a story, drama, or poem (e.g., recorded or live 
production of a play or recorded novel or poetry), evaluating how each version 
interprets the source text. (Include at least one play by Shakespeare and one play 
by an American dramatist.) 

R8. (Not applicable to literature) R8. (Not applicable to literature) 

R9. Analyze how an author alludes to and transforms source material in a specific work (e.g., 
how Shakespeare treats a theme or topic from Ovid or the Bible or how a later author 
draws on a play by Shakespeare). 

R9. Demonstrate knowledge of 18th, 19th, and 20th century foundational works of 
American literature, including how two or more diverse texts from the same 
period treat similar themes and/or topics. 
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R10. By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literature, including Scripture, stories, 
dramas, and poems, and Catholic works in the grades 9–10 text complexity band 
proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range, building 
background knowledge and activating prior knowledge in order to make personal, 
historical and cultural connections that deepen understanding of complex text. By the 
end of grade 10, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and 
poems, at the high end of the grades 9–10 text complexity band independently and 
proficiently, building background knowledge and activating prior knowledge in order to 
make personal, historical and cultural connections that deepen understanding of 
complex text. 

R10. By the end of grade 11, read and comprehend complex literature, including 
Scripture and other Catholic works, stories, dramas, and poems with scaffolding as 
needed. Students should be building background knowledge and activating prior 
knowledge in order to make personal, societal, and ethical connections that 
deepen understanding of complex text. By the end of grade 12, students should be 
able to do the above independently and without scaffolding. 
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Reading Standards for Informational Text K–12 
The following standards offer a focus for instruction each year and help ensure that students gain adequate exposure to a range of texts and 
tasks. The requirement that students read increasingly complex texts through the grades implies rigor. 

 
Kindergartners: Grade 1 students: Grade 2 students: 

Key Ideas and Details   

RI.K.1. With prompting and support, ask and 
answer questions about key details in a text. 

RI.1.1. Ask and answer questions about key details in a 
text. 

RI.2.1. Ask and answer such questions as who, what, 
where, when, why, and how to demonstrate 
understanding of key details in a text. 

b. Show evidence of understanding 
c. Retell the main ideas using details from the 

story. 
RI.K. 2. With prompting and support, identify the main 

topic and retell key details of a text. 
RI.1.2. Explain informational text development.  
a. Identify the main topic. 
b. Retell key details of a text. 

RI.2.2.  Explain informational text development. 
     Identify the main topic of a multi-paragraph text. 
     identify the focus of specific paragraphs, within the text. 

RI.K.3. With prompting and support, describe the 
connection between two individuals, events, ideas, or 
pieces of information in a text. 

RI.1.3. Describe the connection between two individuals, 
events, ideas, or pieces of information in a text. 

RI.2.3. Describe the connection between a series of 
historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in 
technical procedures in a text. 

Craft and Structure  
RI.K.4.   With prompting and support, ask and answer 
questions about unknown words in a grade-appropriate 
text, including Scripture and other Catholic works. 

RI.1.4. Ask and answer questions to help determine or clarify 
the meaning of words and phrases in a grade- appropriate 
text, including Scripture and other Catholic works. 

RI.2.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases in in a 
grade-appropriate text, including Scripture and other 
Catholic works relevant to a grade 2 topic or subject area. 

RI.K.5.  Identify the front cover, back cover, and title page 
of a book. 

RI.1.5. Know and use various text features (e.g., headings, 
tables of contents, glossaries, electronic menus, icons) 
to locate key facts or information in a text. 

RI.2.5. Know and use various text features (e.g., captions, 
bold print, subheadings, glossaries, indexes, electronic 
menus, icons) to locate key facts or information in a text 
efficiently. 

RI.K.6. Name the author and illustrator of a text and define 
the 
role of each in presenting the ideas or information in a 
text. 

RI.1.6. Determine the topic of text and explain how author 
and illustrator aid in understanding. 

RI.2.6. Identify the main purpose of a text, including 
what the author wants to answer, explain, or 
describe. 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
RI.K.7. With prompting and support, describe the 

relationship between illustrations and the text in which 
they appear (e.g., what person, place, thing, or idea in 
the text an illustration depicts). 

RI.1.7. Use the illustrations and details in a text to describe 
its key ideas. 

RI.2.7. Explain how specific images (e.g., a diagram 
showing how a machine works) contribute to and clarify 
a text. 

RI.K.8. With prompting and support, identify the 
reasons an author gives to support points in a 
text. 

RI.1.8. Identify the reasons an author gives to support 
points in a text. 
a. With prompting and support. 
b. Goal:  no prompting or support by end of year 

RI.2.8. Identify the main points an author uses in a text and, 
with support, explain how reasons connect to the main 
points. 
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RI.K.9. With prompting and support, identify basic 
similarities in and differences between two texts, 
including Scripture and other Catholic works, on the 
same topic (e.g. in illustrations, descriptions, or 
procedures). 

RI.1.9. Identify basic similarities in and differences 
between two texts, including Scripture and other 
Catholic works, on the same topic (e.g., in 
illustrations, descriptions, or procedures). 

RI.2.9. Compare and contrast the most important points 
presented by two texts, including Scripture and other 
Catholic works, on the same topic. 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity  
RI.K.10. Actively engage in group reading activities with 

purpose and understanding. 
RI.1.10. With prompting and support, read informational 

texts appropriately complex for grade 1. 
RI.2.10. By the end of year, read and comprehend 

informational texts, including history/social studies, 
science, and technical texts, in the grades 2–3 text 
complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed 
at the high end of the range. 

Grade 3 students: Grade 4 students: Grade 5 students: 

Key Ideas and Details   

RI.K.3. Ask and answer questions to demonstrate 
understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text 
as the basis for the answers. 

RI.4.1. Refer to details and examples in a text when 
explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing 
inferences from the text. 

RI.5.1. Quote accurately from a text when explaining what 
the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences 
from the text. 

RI.3.2. Analyze informational text development. 
    a. Determine the main idea of a text. 
    b. Retell the key details and explain how they support 

the main idea. 

RI.4.2. Analyze informational text development. 
a.  Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is 

supported by key details. 
b.  Provide a summary of the text that includes the main 

idea and key details, as well as other important 
information. 

RI.5.2. Analyze informational text development. 
a.  Determine the main ideas of a text and explain how 

they are supported by key details. 
b.  Provide a summary of the text that includes the main 

ideas and key details, as well as other important 
information. 

RI.3.3. Describe the relationship between a series of 
historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or 
steps in technical procedures in a text, using 
language that pertains to time, sequence, and 
cause/effect. 

RI.4.3. Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a 
historical, scientific, or technical text, including what 
happened and why, based on specific information in the 
text. 

RI.5.3. Explain the relationships or interactions between two 
or more individuals, events, ideas, or concepts in a 
historical, scientific, or technical text based on specific 
information in the text. 

Craft and Structure
 
RI.3.4. Determine the meaning of general academic and 

domain- specific words and phrases in a text, 
including Scripture and other grade-appropriate 
Catholic works, relevant to a grade 3 topic or subject 
area. 

RI.4.4. Determine the meaning of general academic and 
domain-specific words or phrases in a text, including 
Scripture and other grade-appropriate Catholic works, 
relevant to a grade 4 topic or subject area. 

RI.5.5. Determine the meaning of general academic and 
domain- specific words and phrases in a text, including 
Scripture and other grade-appropriate Catholic works, 
relevant to a grade 5 topic or subject area. 

RI.3.5. Use text features and search tools (e.g., key 
words, sidebars, hyperlinks) to locate information 
relevant to a given topic efficiently. 

RI.4.5.  Describe the overall structure (e.g., chronology, 
comparison, cause/effect, problem/solution) of events, 
ideas, concepts, or information in a text or part of a text. 

RI.5.5.  Compare and contrast the overall structure (e.g., 
chronology, comparison, cause/effect, problem/solution) 
of events, ideas, concepts, or information in two or more 
texts. 

RI.3.6. Distinguish their own perspective from 
that of the author of a text. 

RI.4.6. Compare and contrast a firsthand and secondhand 
account of the same event or topic; describe the 
differences in perspective and the information provided. 

RI.5.1.6. Analyze multiple accounts of the same event or 
topic, noting important similarities and differences in 
the perspectives they represent. 
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Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
 
RI.3.7. Use information gained from illustrations (e.g., 

maps, photographs) and the words in a text to 
demonstrate understanding of the text (e.g., where, 
when, why, and how key events occur). 

RI.4.7.  Interpret text features presented visually, orally, or 
quantitatively (e.g., in charts, graphs, diagrams, time lines, 
animations, or interactive elements on web pages) and 
explain how the information contributes to an understanding 
of the text in which it appears. 

RI.5.7.  Draw on information from multiple print or 
digital sources, demonstrating the ability to locate 
an answer to a question quickly or to solve a 
problem efficiently. 

RI.3.8. Describe the relationships between the evidence 
and points an author uses throughout the text. 

RI.4.8. Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to 
support particular points in a text. 

RI.5.8. Explain how an author uses evidence to 
support particular points in a text, identifying which 
evidence support corresponding points. 

RI.3.9. Compare and contrast the most important points 
and key details presented in two texts, including 
Scripture and other grade-appropriate Catholic 
works, on the same topic. 

RI.4.9. Integrate information from two texts, including 
Scripture and other grade-appropriate Catholic works, on 
the same topic in order to write or speak about the subject       
knowledgeably. 

RI.5.1.9. Integrate information from several texts, including 
Scripture and other grade-appropriate Catholic works, 
on the same topic in order to write or speak about the 
subject knowledgeably. 

 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity
 
RI.3.10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend 

informational texts, including history/social studies, 
science, and technical texts, at the high end of the 
Grade 3 text complexity band independently and 
proficiently. 

RI.4.10. By the end of year, read and comprehend 
informational texts, including history/social studies, science, 
and technical texts, in the grade 4 texts complexity band 
proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of 
the range. 

RI.5.1.10.  By the end of the year, read and 
comprehend informational texts, including 
history/social studies, science, and technical texts, 
at the high end of the grade 5 text complexity band 
independently and proficiently. 

Grade 6 students: Grade 7 students: Grade 8 students: 
Key Ideas and Details   

RI.6.1.  Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what 
the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from 
the text. 

RI.7.1. Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support 
analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences 
drawn from the text.   

RI.7.1. Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports 
an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text. 

RI.6.2.  Analyze informational text development. 
Determine a central idea of a text and how it is conveyed 
through particular details. 
Provide an objective summary of the text that includes the 
central idea and relevant details. 

 RI.7.2. Analyze informational text development. 
Determine two or more central ideas in a text and analyzed 
their development over the course of the text. 
Provide an objective summary of the text that includes the 
central ideas and their development. 

RI.8.2. Analyze informational text development. 
Determine a central idea in a text and analyze its 
development over the course of the text, including its 
relationship to supporting ideas. 
Incorporate central ideas and their relationships into an 
objective summary of the text. 

RI.6.3.  Analyze in detail how a key individual, event, or 
idea is introduced, illustrated, and elaborated in a text 
(e.g., through antidotes or examples). 

RI.7.3. RI.8.3. Analyze how a text makes connections among and 
distinctions between individuals, ideas, or events (e.g., 
through comparisons, analogies, or categories). 
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Craft and Structure
 
RI.6.4.  Determine the meaning of words and phrases 

as they are used in a text (including Scripture and 
other Catholic works) including figurative, 
connotative, and technical meanings. 

RI.7.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 
they are used in a text (including Scripture and other 
Catholic works), including figurative, connotative, and 
technical meanings; analyze the impact of a specific 
word choice on meaning and tone. 

RI.8.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 
they are used in a text (including Scripture and other 
Catholic works), including figurative, connotative, and 
technical meanings; analyze the impact of specific word 
choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or 
allusions to other texts. 

RI.6.5.  Analyze how a particular sentence, paragraph, 
verse, chapter, or section fits into the overall structure 
of a text (including Scripture and other Catholic works) 
and contributes to the development of the ideas. 

RI.7.5. Analyze the structure an author uses to organize a 
text, including how the major sections contribute to the 
whole and to the development of the ideas. 

RI.8.5. Analyze in detail the structure of a specific 
paragraph in a text, including the role of particular 
sentences in developing and refining a key concept. 

RI.6.6.  Determine an author’s perspective or purpose in a 
text and explain how it is conveyed in the text. 

RI.7.6. Determine an author’s perspective or purpose in a 
text and analyze how the author distinguishes his or her 
position from that of others. 

RI.8.6. Determine an author’s perspective or purpose in a 
text and analyze how the author acknowledges and 
responds to conflicting evidence or viewpoints. 
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Grade 6 students: Grade 7 students: Grade 8 students: 
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas   

 RI.6.7.  Integrate information presented in different media or 
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words to 
develop a coherent understanding of a topic or issue. 

RI.7.7. Compare and contrast a text to an audio, video, or 
multimedia version of the text, analyzing each medium’s 
portrayal of the subject (e.g., how the delivery of a 
speech affects the impact of the words). 

RI.8.7. Evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of 
using different mediums (e.g., print or digital text, 
video, multimedia) to present a particular topic or idea. 

RI.6.8.  Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims 
in a text, distinguishing claims that are supported by 
evidence from claims that are not. 

RI.7.8. Trace and evaluate the argument and specific 
claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is 
sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient to 
support the claims. 

RI.8.8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific 
claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is 
sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; 
recognize when irrelevant evidence is introduced. 

RI.6.9.  Compare and contrast one author’s presentation of 
events with that of another (e.g., a memoir written by and 
a biography on the same person). 

RI.7.9. Analyze how two or more authors writing about the 
same topic shape their presentations of key information 
by emphasizing different evidence or advancing 
different interpretations of facts. 

RI.8.9. Analyze a case in which two or more texts provide 
conflicting information on the same topic and identify 
where the texts disagree on matters of fact or 
interpretation. 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity  
RI.6.10.  By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary 
nonfiction (including Scripture and other Catholic works) 
in the grades 6–8 text complexity band proficiently, with 
scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. 

RI.7.10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend 
literary nonfiction (including Scripture and other 
Catholic works) in the grades 6–8 text complexity 
band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the 
high end of the range. 

RI.8.10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend 
literary nonfiction (including Scripture and other 
Catholic works) at the high end of the grades 6–8 text 
complexity band independently and proficiently. 
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Grades 9–10 students: Grades 11–12 students: 
Informational Text Standards   

RI.9-10.1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text 
says explicitly, as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

RI.11-12.1.  Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the 
text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining 
where the text leaves matters uncertain. 

RI.9-10.2.  Analyze informational text development. 
a. Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the 

text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details. 
b. Provide an objective summary of the text that includes the development of the central 

idea and how details impact that idea. 

RI.11-12.2.  Analyze informational text development. 
a.  Determine two or more central ideas of a text and analyze their development over the 

course of the text, including how they interact and build on one another. 
b.  Craft an informative abstract that delineates how the central ideas of a text interact 

and build on one another 
  

RI.9-10.3. Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or series of ideas or events, 
including the order in which the points are made, how they are introduced and 
developed, and the connections that are drawn between them. 

RI.11-12.3.  Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain how 
specific individuals, ideas, or events interact and develop over the course of the text. 

Craft and Structure  
RI.9-10.4.  Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 

including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the cumulative 
impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language of a 
court opinion differs from that of a newspaper). 

RI.11-12.4.  Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a 
text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze how an 
author uses and refines the meaning of a key term or terms over the course of a 
text (e.g. how Madison defines faction in Federalist No. 10). 

RI.9-10.5.  Analyze in detail how an author’s ideas or claims are developed and 
refined by particular sentences, paragraphs, or larger portions of a text (e.g., a 
section or chapter). 

RI.11-12.5.  Analyze and evaluate the effectiveness of the structure an author uses in his 
or her exposition or argument, including whether the structure makes points clear, 
convincing, and engaging. 

RI.9-10.6. Determine an author’s perspective or purpose in a text and analyze how 
an author uses rhetoric to advance that point of view or purpose. 

RI.11-12.6.  Determine an author’s perspective or purpose in a text in which the rhetoric 
is particularly effective, analyzing how style and content contribute to the power, 
persuasiveness, or beauty of the text. 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
RI.9-10.7. Analyze various accounts of a subject told in different mediums (e.g., a 

person’s life story in both print and multimedia), determining which details are 
emphasized in each account. 

RI.11-12.7.  Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in different 
media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words in order to address 
a question or solve a problem. 

RI.9-10.8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing 
whether the reasoning is valid and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; identify 
false statements and fallacious reasoning. 

RI.11-12.8.  Delineate and evaluate the reasoning in seminal U.S. texts and the 
premises, purposes, and arguments in works of public advocacy (e.g., The Federalist, 
presidential addresses). 

RI.9-10.9. Analyze seminal U.S. documents of historical and literary significance (e.g., 
Washington’s Farewell Address, the Gettysburg Address, Roosevelt’s Four Freedoms 
speech, King’s Letter from Birmingham Jail) and historic Catholic documents (Rerum 
Novarum, the Nicene Creed, Papal documents or speeches, etc.), including how they 
address related themes and concepts. 

RI.11-12.9. Analyze foundational Church documents (e. g. a Vatican II document, 
Humanae Vitae etc.) or a 17-20th century foundational U.S. documents of historical 
and literary significance (e.g., The Declaration of Independence, the Preamble to the 
Constitution, the Bill of Rights, and Lincoln’s Second Inaugural Address) for their 
themes, purposes, and rhetorical features. 
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Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity  
RI.9-10.10.  By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literary nonfiction, including 
Scripture and other Catholic works, in the grades 9–10 text complexity band proficiently, 
with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. 
By the end of grade 10, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the high end of the 
grades 9–10 text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

RI.11-12.10. By the end of grade 11, read and comprehend complex literary nonfiction, 
including Scripture and other Catholic works, with scaffolding as needed. By the end of 
grade 12, students should be able to do the above without scaffolding. 
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Reading Standards: Foundational Skills K-5 
These standards are directed toward fostering students’ understanding and working knowledge of concepts of print, the alphabetic principle, and other basic 
conventions of the English writing system.  

 
Kindergartners: Grade 1 students: 

Print Concepts  

RF.K.1. Demonstrate understanding of the organization and basic features of print. 
a. Follow words from left to right, top to bottom, and page by page. 
b. Recognize that spoken words are represented in written language by specific 

sequences of letters. 
c. Understand that words are separated by spaces in print. 
d. Recognize and name all upper- and lowercase letters of the alphabet. 

RF.1.1. Demonstrate understanding of the organization and basic features of print by 
recognizing the distinguishing features of a sentence (e.g., first word, capitalization, ending 
punctuation). 

Phonological Awareness  
RF.K.2 Demonstrate understanding of spoken words, syllables, and phonemes (sounds). 

a. Recognize and produce rhyming words. 
b. Count, pronounce, blend, and segment syllables in spoken words. 
c. Blend and segment onsets and rimes of single-syllable spoken words. 
d. Isolate and pronounce the initial, medial vowel, and final phonemes (sounds) 
in three-phoneme (consonant-vowel-consonant, or CVC) words. (This does not 
include CVCs ending with /l/, /r/, or /x/.) 
e. Add or substitute individual phonemes (sounds) in simple, one-syllable words 
to make new words. 

RF.1.2 Demonstrate understanding of spoken words, syllables, and phonemes (sounds), 
without prompting or support. 

a. Distinguish long from short vowel sounds in spoken single-syllable words, 
without prompting or support. 
b. Orally produce single-syllable words by blending phonemes (sounds), including 
consonant blends, without prompting or support. 
c. Isolate and pronounce initial, medial vowel, and final phonemes (sounds) in 
spoken single-syllable words, without prompting or support. 
d. Segment spoken single-syllable words into their complete sequence of 
individual phonemes, without prompting or support. 
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Kindergartners: Grade 1 students: Grade 2 students: 
Phonics and Word Recognition   

RF.K.3.  and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis 
skills in decoding words. 

a. Demonstrate basic knowledge of one-to-one 
grapheme (letter)- sound correspondences by 
producing the primary sound or many of the most 
frequent sounds for each consonant. 

b. Associate the long and short sounds with common 
spellings (graphemes) for the five major vowels. 

c. Read common high-frequency words by sight (e.g., 
the, of, to, you, she, my, is, are, do, does). 

d. Distinguish between similarly spelled words by 
identifying the sounds of the letters that differ. 

RF.1.3 Know and apply grade-level phonics and word 
analysis skills in decoding words. 

a. Know the spelling-sound correspondences for 
common consonant digraphs. 

b. Decode regularly spelled one-syllable words. 
c. Know final -e and common vowel team conventions 

for representing long vowel sounds. 
d. Use knowledge that every syllable must have a 

vowel sound to determine the number of syllables 
in a printed word. 

e. Decode two-syllable words following basic patterns 
by breaking the words into syllables. 

f. Read words with inflectional endings. 
g.   Recognize and read grade-appropriate 

irregularly spelled words. 

RF.2.3 Know and apply grade-level phonics and word 
analysis skills in decoding words. 

a. Distinguish long and short vowels when reading 
regularly spelled one-syllable words. 

b. Know spelling-sound correspondences for 
additional common vowel teams. 

c. Decode regularly spelled two-syllable words with 
long vowels. 

d. Decode words with common prefixes and suffixes. 
e. Identify words with inconsistent but common 

spelling-sound correspondences. 
f. Recognize and read grade-appropriate irregularly 

spelled words. 

Fluency  
RF.K.4 Read emergent-reader texts with purpose and 

understanding. 
RF.1.4 Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support 
comprehension. 
Read grade-level text, or decodables, with purpose and 
understanding. 
Read grade-level text, or decodables, orally with accuracy, 
appropriate rate, and expression on successive readings. 
Use context to confirm or self-correct word 
recognition and understanding, rereading as necessary. 

RF.2.4 Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support 
comprehension. 
Read grade-level text, or decodables, with purpose and 
understanding. 
Read grade-level text, or decodables, orally with accuracy, 
appropriate rate, and expression on successive readings. 
Use context to confirm or self-correct word 
recognition and understanding, rereading as necessary. 
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Grade 3 students: Grade 4 students: Grade 5 students: 
Phonics and Word Recognition   

RF.3.1 Know and apply grade-level phonics and word 
analysis skills in decoding words. 

a. Identify and know the meaning of the most 
common prefixes and derivational suffixes. 

b. Decode words with common Latin suffixes. 
c. Decode multi-syllable words. 
d. Read grade-appropriate irregularly spelled 

words. 

RF.4.1. Know and apply grade-level phonics and word 
analysis skills in decoding words by using combined 
knowledge of all letter-sound correspondences, 
syllabication patterns, and morphology (e.g., roots and 
affixes) to read accurately unfamiliar multisyllabic 
words in context and out of context. 

RF.5.1. Know and apply grade-level phonics and word 
analysis skills in decoding words by using combined 
knowledge of all letter-sound correspondences, 
syllabication patterns, and morphology (e.g., roots and 
affixes) to read accurately unfamiliar multisyllabic 
words in context and out of context. 

Fluency 
RF.3.2.  Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to 
support comprehension. 

a. Read grade-level text with purpose and 
understanding. 

b. Read grade-level prose and poetry orally with 
accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression on 
successive readings. 

c. Use context to confirm or self-correct word 
recognition and understanding, rereading as 
necessary. 

RF.4.2. Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to 
support comprehension. 

a. Read grade-level text with purpose and 
understanding. 

b. Read grade-level prose and poetry orally with 
accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression on 
successive readings. 

c. Use context to confirm or self-correct word 
recognition and understanding, rereading as 
necessary. 

RF.5.2. Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to 
support comprehension. 

a. Read grade-level text with purpose and 
understanding. 

b. Read grade-level prose and poetry orally with 
accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression on 
successive readings. 

c. Use context to confirm or self-correct word 
recognition and understanding, rereading as 
necessary. 
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   Writing Standards K-12 
The following standards for K–12 offer a focus for instruction each year to help ensure that students gain adequate mastery of a range of skills and applications. 
Each year in their writing, students should demonstrate increasing sophistication in all aspects of language use, from vocabulary and syntax to the development 
and organization of ideas, and they should address increasingly demanding content and sources.  

 

Kindergartners: Grade 1 students: Grade 2 students: 
Text Types and Purposes   

W.K.1. Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing 
to compose opinion pieces in which they tell a reader the 
topic or the name of the book being written about and 
express an opinion or preference about the topic or book 
(e.g., My favorite book is . . .). 

W.1.1. Write opinion pieces that introduce the topic or name 
the book being written about, express an opinion, supply a 
reason for the opinion, and provide some sense of closure. 

W.2.1. Write opinion pieces that introduce the topic or book 
being written about, express an opinion, supply reasons that 
support the opinion, use linking words (e.g., because, and, 
also) to connect opinion and reasons, and provide a 
concluding statement or section. 

W.K.2. Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing 
to compose informative/explanatory texts that name what is 
being written about and supply some information about the 
topic. 

W.1.2. Write informative/explanatory texts that name a 
topic, supply facts about the topic, and provide sense of 
closure. 

W.2.2. Write informative/explanatory texts that introduce a 
topic, use facts and definitions to develop points, and 
provide a concluding statement or section. 

W.K.3 Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing 
to narrate a single event or several loosely linked events, 
tell about the events in the order in which they occurred, 
and provide a reaction to what happened. 

W.1.3. Write narratives in which they recount two or more 
appropriately sequenced events, include some details 
regarding what happened, use temporal words to signal 
event order, and provide some sense of closure. 

W.2.3. Write narratives to recount a well-elaborated event or 
short sequence of events, include details to describe 
actions, thoughts, and feelings, use temporal words to signal 
event order, and provide a sense of closure. 

Production and Distribution of Writing 

W.K.4. (Begins in grade 3) W.1.4.  (Begins in grade 3) W.2.4. (Begins in grade 3) 

W.K.5. With guidance and support from adults, respond 
to questions and suggestions from peers and add 
details to strengthen writing as needed. 

W.1.5. With guidance and support from adults, focus on a 
topic, respond to questions and suggestions from 
peers, and add details to strengthen writing as 
needed. 

W.2.5. With guidance and support from adults and peers, 
focus on a topic and strengthen writing as needed by 
revising and editing. 

W.K.6. With guidance and support from adults, explore a 
variety of digital tools to produce and publish writing, 
including in collaboration with peers. 

W.1.6. With guidance and support from adults, use a 
variety of digital tools to produce and publish writing, 
including in collaboration with peers. 

 W.2.6. With guidance and support from adults, use a 
variety of digital tools to produce and publish writing, 
including in collaboration with peers. 
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Kindergartners: Grade 1 students: Grade 2 students: 
Research to Build and Present Knowledge   

W.K.7. Participate in shared research and writing projects 
(e.g., explore a number of books by a favorite author 
and express opinions about them). 

W.1.7. Participate in shared research and writing projects 
(e.g., explore a number of “how-to” books on a given 
topic and use them to write a sequence of 
instructions). 

W.2.7. Participate in shared research and writing projects 
(e.g., read a number of books on a single topic to 
produce a report; record science observations). 

W.K.8. With guidance and support from adults, recall 
information from experiences or gather information 
from provided sources to answer a question. 

W.1.8. With guidance and support from adults, recall 
information from experiences or gather information 
from provided sources to answer a question. 

W.2.8. Recall information from experiences or 
gather information from provided sources to 
answer a question. 

W.K.9. (Begins in grade 4) W.1.9. (Begins in grade 4) W.2.9.  (Begins in grade 4) 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity  
W.K.10. (Begins in grade 3) W.1.10.  (Begins in grade 3) W.2.10. (Begins in grade 3) 
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Grade 3 students: Grade 4 students: Grade 5 students: 

Text Types and Purposes   

W.3.1. Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, 
supporting a point of view with reasons. 

a. Introduce the topic or text they are writing 
about, state an opinion, and create an 
organizational structure that lists reasons. 

b. Provide reasons that support the opinion. 
c. Use linking words and phrases (e.g., because, 

therefore, since, for example) to connect opinion 
and reasons. 

d. Provide a concluding statement or section. 

W.4.2. Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, 
supporting a point of view with reasons and 
information. 

a. Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an 
opinion, and create an organizational structure 
in which related ideas are grouped to support 
the writer’s purpose. 

b. Provide reasons that are supported by facts and 
details. 

c. Link opinion and reasons using words and 
phrases (e.g., for instance, in order to, in addition). 

d. Provide a concluding statement or section related 
to the opinion presented. 

W.5.1. Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, 
supporting a point of view with reasons and 
information. 

a. Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an opinion, 
and create an organizational structure in which 
ideas are logically grouped to support the writer’s 
purpose. 

b. Provide logically ordered reasons that are 
supported by facts and details. 

c. Link opinion and reasons using words, phrases, 
and clauses (e.g., consequently, specifically). 

d. Provide a concluding statement or section related 
to the opinion presented. 

W.3.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a 
topic and convey ideas and information clearly. 

a. Introduce a topic and group related 
information together; include illustrations to aid 
comprehension, if needed. 

b. Develop the topic with facts, definitions, and 
details. 

c. Use linking words and phrases (e.g., also, another, 
and, more, but) to connect ideas within categories 
of information. 

d. Provide a concluding statement or section. 

W.4.3. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a 
topic and convey ideas and information clearly. 

a. Introduce a topic clearly and group related 
information in paragraphs and sections; include 
formatting (e.g., headings), illustrations, and 
multimedia to aid in comprehension, if needed. 

b. Develop the topic with facts, definitions, 
concrete details, quotations, or other information 
and examples related to the topic. 

c. Link ideas within categories of information 
using words and phrases (e.g., another, for 
example, also, because). 

d. Use precise language and domain-specific 
vocabulary to inform about or explain the 
topic. 

e. Provide a concluding statement or section related 
to the information or explanation presented. 

W.5.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a 
topic and convey ideas and information clearly. 

a. Introduce a topic clearly, provide a general 
observation and focus, and group related 
information logically; include formatting (e.g., 
headings), illustrations, and multimedia 
when useful to aiding comprehension. 

b. Develop the topic with facts, definitions, 
concrete details, quotations, or other information 
and examples related to the topic. 

c. Link ideas within and across categories of 
information using words, phrases, and 
clauses (e.g., in contrast, especially). 

d. Use precise language and domain-specific 
vocabulary to inform about or explain the 
topic. 

e. Provide a concluding statement or section related 
to the information or explanation presented. 
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Grade 3 students: Grade 4 students: Grade 5 students: 

Text Types and Purposes   

W.3.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined 
experiences or events using effective technique, descriptive 
details, and clear event sequences. 

a. Establish a situation and introduce a narrator 
and/or characters; organize an event 
sequence that unfolds naturally. 

b. Use dialogue and descriptions of actions, 
thoughts, and feelings to develop experiences 
and events or show the response of 
characters to situations. 

c. Use temporal words and phrases to signal 
event order. 

d. Provide a sense of closure. 

W.4.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined 
experiences or events using effective technique, 
descriptive details, and clear event sequences. 

a. Orient the reader by establishing a situation 
and introducing a narrator and/or 
characters; organize an event sequence 
that unfolds naturally. 

b. Use dialogue and description to develop 
experiences and events or show the 
responses of characters to situations. 

c. Use a variety of transitional words and 
phrases to manage the sequence of 
events. 

d. Use concrete words and phrases and 
sensory details to convey experiences and 
events precisely. 

e. Provide a conclusion that follows from the 
narrated experiences or events. 

W.5.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined 
experiences or events using effective technique, 
descriptive details, and clear event sequences. 

a. Orient the reader by establishing a situation and 
introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize 
an event sequence that unfolds naturally. 

b. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, 
description, and pacing, to develop experiences 
and events or show the responses of characters to 
situations. 

c. Use a variety of transitional words, phrases, and 
clauses to manage the sequence of events. 

d. Use concrete words and phrases and sensory 
details to convey experiences and events 
precisely. 

e. Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated 
experiences or events. 

W.3.4. With guidance and support from adults, produce 
writing in which the development and organization are 
appropriate to task and purpose. (Grade-specific 
expectations for writing types are defined in standards 
1–3 above.) 

W.4.4.  Produce clear and coherent writing in which the 
development and organization are appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations 
for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 

W.5.4.  Produce clear and coherent writing in which the 
development and organization are appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for 
writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 

W.3.5. With guidance and support from peers and adults, 
develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, 
revising, and editing. (Editing for conventions should 
demonstrate command of Language standards 1–3 up 
to and including grade 3 on pages 36–37.) 

W.4.5.  Develop and strengthen writing as needed by 
planning, revising, and editing. (Editing for conventions 
should demonstrate command of Language standards 
1–3 up to and including grade 4 on page 39) 

W.5.5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by 
planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new 
approach. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate 
command of Language standards 1–3 up to and 
including grade 5 on page 39.) 

W.3.6.  With guidance and support from adults, use 
technology to produce and publish writing (using 
keyboarding skills), as well as to interact and 
collaborate with others. 

W.4.6.  With some guidance and support from adults, use 
technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish 
writing as well as to interact and collaborate with others 
while demonstrating sufficient command of keyboarding 
skills. 

W.5.6.  With some guidance and support from adults, use 
technology, including the Internet, to produce and 
publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate with 
others; demonstrate sufficient command of keyboarding 
skills to type a minimum of two pages in a single sitting. 
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Grade 3 students: Grade 4 students: Grade 5 students: 
Research to Build and Present Knowledge   

W.3.7. Conduct short research projects that build 
knowledge about a topic. 

W.4.7. Conduct short research projects that build knowledge 
through investigation of different aspects of a topic. 

W.5.7.  Conduct short research projects that use several 
sources to build knowledge through investigation of 
different aspects of a topic. 

W.3.8. Recall information from experiences or gather 
information from print and digital sources; take brief 
notes on sources and sort evidence into provided 
categories. 

W.4.6.8. Recall relevant information from experiences or 
gather relevant information from print and digital 
sources; take notes and categorize information, and 
provide a list of sources. 

W.5.8.  Recall relevant information from experiences or 
gather relevant information from print and digital 
sources; summarize or paraphrase information in 
notes and finished work, and provide a list of sources. 

W.3.9. (Begins in grade 4) W.4.9.  Draw evidence from literary or informational texts   
to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

a. Apply grade 4 Reading standards to literature (e.g., 
“Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a 
story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text 
[e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, or 
actions].”). 

b. Apply grade 4 Reading standards to informational 
texts (e.g., “Explain how an author uses reasons 
and evidence to support particular points in a text”). 

W.5.6   Draw evidence from literary or informational    texts 
to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

a. Apply grade 5 Reading standards to literature (e.g., 
“Compare and contrast two or more characters, 
settings, or events in a story or a drama, drawing 
on specific details in the text [e.g., how characters 
interact]”). 

b. Apply grade 5 Reading standards to informational 
texts (e.g., “Explain how an author uses reasons 
and evidence to support particular points in a 
text, identifying which reasons and evidence 
support which point[s]”). 

Range of Writing  
W.3.10.  Write routinely over extended time frames (time 

for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time 
frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of 
discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

W.4.10.  Write routinely over extended time frames (time for 
research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time 
frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of 

       discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

W.5.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time 
for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time 
frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of 
discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
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Grade 6 students: Grade 7 students: Grade 8 students: 
Text Types and Purposes   

W.6.1. Write arguments to support claims with clear 
reasons and relevant evidence. 

a. Establish a thesis statement to present an 
argument. 

b.  Introduce claim(s) and organize the reasons 
and evidence clearly. 

c.  Support claim(s) with clear reasons and 
relevant evidence, using credible sources and 
demonstrating an understanding of the topic or 
text. 

d.  Use words, phrases, and clauses to clarify 
the relationships among claim(s) and 
reasons. 

e.  Establish and maintain a formal style. 
f.  Provide a concluding statement or section 

that follows from the argument presented. 

W.7.1. Write arguments to support claims with clear 
reasons and relevant evidence. 

a. Establish a thesis statement to present an 
argument. 

b. Introduce claim(s), acknowledge alternate or 
opposing claims, and organize the reasons and 
evidence logically. 

c. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant 
evidence, using accurate, credible sources and 
demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text. 

d. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create 
cohesion and clarify the relationships among 
claim(s), reasons, and evidence. 

e. Establish and maintain a formal style. 
f. Provide a concluding statement or section that 

follows from and supports the argument presented. 

W.8.1. Write arguments to support claims with clear 
reasons and relevant evidence. 

a. Establish a clear thesis statement to present an 
argument. 

b. Introduce claim(s), acknowledge and distinguish 
the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and 
organize the reasons and evidence logically. 

c. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and 
relevant evidence, using accurate, credible 
sources and demonstrating an understanding of 
the topic or text. 

d. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create 
cohesion and clarify the relationships among 
claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and 
evidence. 

e. Establish and maintain a formal style. 
f. Provide a concluding statement or section that 

follows from and supports the argument 
presented. 
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Grade 6 students: Grade 7 students: Grade 8 students: 
W.6.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to 
examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and 
information through the selection, organization, and 
analysis of relevant content. 

a. Establish a thesis statement to present 
information. 

b. Introduce a topic; organize ideas, concepts, 
and information, using strategies such as 
definition, classification, comparison/contrast, 
and cause/effect; include formatting (e.g., 
headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and 
multimedia to aid comprehension, if needed. 

a. Develop the topic with relevant facts, 
definitions, concrete details, quotations, or 
other information and examples. 

b. Use appropriate transitions to clarify 
the relationships among ideas and 
concepts. 

c. Use precise language and domain-specific 
vocabulary to inform about or explain the 
topic. 

d. Establish and maintain a formal style. 
e. Provide a concluding statement or section 

that follows from the information or 
explanation presented. 

W.7.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a 
topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information 
through the selection, organization, and analysis of 
relevant content. 

a. Establish a thesis statement to present information. 
b. Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to 

follow; organize ideas, concepts, and information, 
using strategies such as definition, classification, 
comparison/contrast, and cause/effect; include 
formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., charts, 
tables), and multimedia to aid comprehension. 

a. Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, 
concrete details, quotations, or other information 
and examples. 

b. Use appropriate transitions to create cohesion and 
clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts. 

c. Use precise language and domain-specific 
vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 

d. Establish and maintain a formal style. 
e. Provide a concluding statement or section that 

follows from and supports the information or 
explanation presented. 

W.8.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a 
topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information 
through the selection, organization, and analysis of 
relevant content. 

a. Establish a clear thesis statement to present 
information.  Introduce a topic clearly, previewing 

b. what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and 
information into broader categories; include 
formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., charts, 
tables), and multimedia to aid comprehension. 

a. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, 
definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other 
information and examples. 

b. Use appropriate and varied transitions to create 
cohesion and clarify the relationships among 
ideas and concepts. 

c. Use precise language and domain-specific 
vocabulary to inform about or explain the 
topic. 

d. Establish and maintain a formal style. 
e. Provide a concluding statement or section that 

follows from and supports the information or 
explanation presented. 

W.6.3.  Write narratives to develop real or imagined 
experiences or events using effective technique, 
relevant descriptive details, and well-structured 
event sequences. 

a. Engage and orient the reader by 
establishing a context and introducing a 
narrator and/or characters; organize an 
event sequence that unfolds naturally and 
logically. 

b. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, 
pacing, and description, to develop 
experiences, events, and/or characters. 

c. Use a variety of transition words, phrases, 
and clauses to convey sequence and signal 
shifts from one time frame or setting to 
another. 

d. Use precise words and phrases, 
relevant descriptive details, and 
sensory language to convey 
experiences and events. 

e. Provide a conclusion that follows from the 
narrated experiences or events. 

W.7.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined 
experiences or events using effective technique, 
relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event 
sequences. 

a. Engage and orient the reader by establishing a 
context and point of view and introducing a narrator 
and/or characters; organize an event sequence 
that unfolds naturally and logically. 

b. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, 
pacing, and description, to develop experiences, 
events, and/or characters. 

c. Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and 
clauses to convey sequence and signal shifts from 
one time frame or setting to another. 

d. Use precise words and phrases, relevant 
descriptive details, and sensory language to 
capture the action and convey experiences and 
events. 

e. Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects 
on the narrated experiences or events. 

W.8.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined 
experiences or events using effective technique, relevant 
descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences. 

a. Engage and orient the reader by establishing a 
context and point of view and introducing a narrator 
and/or characters; organize an event sequence 
that unfolds naturally and logically. 

b. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, 
pacing, description, and reflection, to develop 
experiences, events, and/or characters. 

c. Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and 
clauses to convey sequence, signal shifts from one 
time frame or setting to another, and show the 
relationships among experiences and events. 

d. Use precise words and phrases, relevant 
descriptive details, and sensory language to 
capture the action and convey experiences and 
events. 

e. Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects 
on the narrated experiences or events. 
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Grade 6 students: Grade 7 students: Grade 8 students: 
Production and Distribution of Writing   

W.6.4.  Produce clear and coherent writing in which the 
development, organization, and style are appropriate to 
task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific 
expectations for writing types are defined in standards 
1–3 above.) 

W.7.4.  Produce clear and coherent writing in which the 
development, organization, and style are appropriate to 
task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific 
expectations for writing types are defined in standards 
1–3 above.) 

W.8.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the 
development, organization, and style are appropriate to 
task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific 
expectations for writing types are defined in standards 
1–3 above.) 

W.6.5.  With some guidance and support from peers and 
adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by 
planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new 
approach. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate 
command of Language standards 1–3 up to and 
including grade 6 on page 65.) 

W.7.5. With some guidance and support from peers and 
adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by 
planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new 
approach, focusing on how well purpose and 
audience have been addressed. (Editing for 
conventions should demonstrate command of 
Language standards 1–3 up to and including grade 7 
on page 65.) 

W.8.5. With some guidance and support from peers and 
adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by 
planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new 
approach, focusing on how well purpose and 
audience have been addressed. (Editing for 
conventions should demonstrate command of 
Language standards 1–3 up to and including grade 8 
on page 65.) 

W.6.6.  Use technology, including the Internet, to produce 
and publish writing as well as to interact and 
collaborate with others while demonstrating sufficient 
command of keyboarding skills. 

W.7.6.  Use technology, including the Internet, to produce 
and publish writing and link to and cite sources, as well 
as to interact and collaborate with others, including 
linking to and citing sources. 

W.8.6.   Use technology, including the Internet, to produce 
and publish writing and present the relationships 
between information and ideas efficiently, as well as 
to interact and collaborate with others. 
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Grade 6 students: Grade 7 students: Grade 8 students: 
Research to Build and Present Knowledge   

W.6.7. Conduct short research projects to answer a 
question, drawing on several sources and 
refocusing the inquiry when appropriate. 

W.7.7. Conduct short research projects to answer a 
question, drawing on several sources and generating 
additional related, focused questions for further 
research and investigation. 

W.8.7. Conduct short research projects to answer a 
question (including a self-generated question), drawing 
on several sources and generating additional related, 
focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of 
exploration. 

W.6.8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and 
digital sources; assess the credibility of each source; 
and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of 
others, while avoiding plagiarism and providing basic 
bibliographic information for sources. 

W.7.8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and 
digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess 
the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote 
or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while 
avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for 
citation. 

W.8.8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and 
digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess 
the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote 
or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others, 
while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard 
format for citation. 

W.6.9.  Draw evidence from literary or informational  
texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

a. Apply grade 6 Reading standards to literature 
(e.g., “Compare and contrast texts in different 
forms or genres [e.g., stories and poems; 
historical novels and fantasy stories] in terms of 
their approaches to similar themes and 
topics”). 

b. Apply grade 6 Reading standards to literary 
nonfiction (e.g., “Trace and evaluate the 
argument and specific claims in a text, 
distinguishing claims that are supported by 
reasons and evidence from claims that are 
not”). 

W.7.9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts  
to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

a. Apply grade 7 Reading standards to literature 
(e.g., “Compare and contrast a fictional portrayal of 
a time, place, or character and a historical account 
of the same period as a means of understanding 
how authors of fiction use or alter history”). 

b. Apply grade 7 Reading standards to literary 
nonfiction (e.g., “Trace and evaluate the 
argument and specific claims in a text, assessing 
whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence 
is relevant and sufficient to support the claims”). 

W.8.9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts 
to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

a. Apply grade 8 Reading standards to literature (e.g., 
“Analyze how a modern work of fiction alludes to 
themes, patterns of events, or character types from 
myths, traditional stories, and religious literary 
texts, such as (but not limited to) the Bible and The 
Epic of Gilgamesh, including describing how the 
material is rendered new”). 

b. Apply grade 8 Reading standards to literary 
nonfiction (e.g., “Delineate and evaluate the 
argument and specific claims in a text, 
assessing whether the reasoning is sound and 
the evidence is relevant and sufficient; 
recognize when irrelevant evidence is 
introduced”). 

Range of Writing  

W.6.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time 
for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time 
frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of 
discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

W.7.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time 
for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time 
frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of 
discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

W.8.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time 
for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time 
frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of 
discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
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Grades 9–10 students: Grades 11–12 students: 
Writing Standards  

W.9-10.1.  Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, 
using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

a. Establish a clear and thorough thesis to present an argument. 
b. Introduce precise claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing 

claims, and create an organization that establishes clear relationships among 
claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 

c. Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly, supplying evidence for each while 
pointing out the strengths and limitations of both in a manner that anticipates 
the audience’s knowledge level and concerns. 

d. Use words, phrases, and clauses to link the major sections of the text, create 
cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, 
between reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims. 

e. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to 
the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing. 

f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports 
the argument presented. 

W.11-12.1.  Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or 
texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

a. Establish a clear and thorough thesis to present a complex argument. 
b. Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), establish the significance of the 

claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and create 
an organization that logically sequences claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and 
evidence. 

c. Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly and thoroughly, supplying the most 
relevant evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and limitations of 
both in a manner that anticipates the audience’s knowledge level, concerns, 
values, and possible biases. 

d. Use words, phrases, and clauses as well as varied syntax to link the major 
sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between 
claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) 
and counterclaims. 

e. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to 
the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing. 

f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports 
the argument presented. 

W.9-10.2.  Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, 
concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, 
organization, and analysis of content. 

a.  Establish a clear and thorough thesis to present information. 

b.  Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information to make 
important connections and distinctions; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics 
(e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia to aid comprehension, if needed. 

c.  Develop the topic with well-chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts, extended 
definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples 
appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic. 

d.  Use appropriate and varied transitions to link the major sections of the text, 
create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex ideas and concepts. 

e.  Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to manage the complexity 
of the topic. 

d.  Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the 
norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing. 

e.  Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the 
information or explanation presented (e.g., articulating implications or the 
significance of the topic). 

 

W.11-12.2.  Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, 
concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, 
organization, and analysis of content. 

a.  Establish a clear and thorough thesis to present information. 

b.  Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information to make 
important connections and distinctions; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics 
(e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia to aid comprehension, if needed. 

c.  Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and relevant facts, 
extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples 
appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic. 

d.  Use appropriate and varied transitions to link the major sections of the text, create 
cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex ideas and concepts. 

e.  Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to manage the complexity 
of the topic. 

d.  Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the 
norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing. 

e.  Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the 
information or explanation presented (e.g., articulating implications or the significance 
of the topic). 

 

R
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Grades 9–10 students: Grades 11–12 students: 
Writing Standards (cont.)  

W.10.3.  Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 
effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 

a. Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or observation, 
establishing one or multiple point(s) of view, and introducing a narrator and/or 
characters; create a smooth progression of experiences or events. 

b. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, reflection, and 
multiple plot lines, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters. 

c. Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build on one 
another to create a coherent whole. 

d. Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language to convey 
a vivid picture of the experiences, events, setting, and/or characters. 

e. Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what is experienced, 
observed, or resolved over the course of the narrative. 

W.11-12.3.  Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events 
using effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 

a. Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or 
observation and its significance, establishing one or multiple point(s) of view, 
and introducing a narrator and/or characters; create a smooth progression of 
experiences or events. 

b. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, reflection, and 
multiple plot lines, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters. 

c. Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build on one another 
to create a coherent whole and build toward a particular tone and outcome (e.g., a 
sense of mystery, suspense, growth, or resolution). 

d. Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language to convey 
a vivid picture of the experiences, events, setting, and/or characters. 

e. Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what is experienced, 
observed, or resolved over the course of the narrative. 

Production and Distribution of Writing  

W.9-10.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, 
and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific 
expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 

W.11-12.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, 
and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific 
expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 

W.9-10.5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most 
significant for a specific purpose and audience. (Editing for conventions should 
demonstrate command of Language standards 1–3 up to and including grades 
9–10 on page 67.) 

W.11-12.5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most 
significant for a specific purpose and audience. (Editing for conventions should 
demonstrate command of Language standards 1–3 up to and including grades 
11–12 on page 67.) 

W.9-10.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update 
individual or shared writing products, taking advantage of technology’s 
capacity to link to other information and to display information flexibly and 
dynamically. 

W.11-12.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update 
individual or shared writing products in response to ongoing feedback, 
including new arguments or information. 
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Grades 9–10 students: Grades 11–12 students: 

Research to Build and Present Knowledge  

W.9-10.7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a 
question (including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden 
the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, 
demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation. 

W.11-12.7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a 
question (including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden 
the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, 
demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation. 

W.9-10.8. Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, 
using advanced searches effectively; assess the usefulness of each source in 
answering the research question; integrate information into the text selectively to 
maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for 
citation. 

W.11-12.8. Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital 
sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the strengths and 
limitations of each source in terms of the task, purpose, and audience; integrate 
information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding 
plagiarism and overreliance on any one source and following a standard format 
for citation. 

W.9-10.9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 
reflection, and research. 

a. Apply grades 9–10 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Analyze how an author 
alludes to and transforms source material in a specific work [e.g., how 
Shakespeare treats a theme or topic from Ovid or the Bible or how a later author 
draws on a play by Shakespeare]”). 

b. Apply grades 9–10 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., “Delineate 
and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether 
the reasoning is valid and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; identify 
false statements and fallacious reasoning”). 

W.11-12.9.  Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support 
analysis, reflection, and research. 

a. Apply grades 11–12 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Demonstrate 
knowledge of eighteenth-, nineteenth-, and early-twentieth-century foundational 
works of American literature, including how two or more diverse texts from the 
same period treat similar themes and/or topics”). 

b. Apply grades 11–12 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., “Delineate 
and evaluate the reasoning in seminal U.S. texts, and the premises, 
purposes, and arguments in works of public advocacy [e.g., The Federalist, 
presidential addresses]”). 

 
Range of Writing 
W.9-10.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and 

revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, 
purposes, and audiences. 

W.11-12.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and 
revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, 
purposes, and audiences. 
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Speaking and Listening Standards K–12 
The following standards for K–12 offer a focus for instruction each year to help ensure that students gain adequate mastery of a range of skills and   
applications.  

 
 

Kindergartners: Grade 1 students: Grade 2 students: 

Comprehension and Collaboration   

SL.K.1. Participate in collaborative conversations about 
kindergarten topics and texts with diverse partners in small 
and larger groups. 

a.  Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., 
listening to others and taking turns speaking about 
the topics and texts under discussion). 
b.  Continue a conversation through multiple 
exchanges. 

SL.1.1. Participate in collaborative conversations about 
grade 1 topics and texts with diverse partners in small and 
larger groups. 

a.  Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., 
listening to others with care, speaking one at a 
time about the topics and texts under discussion). 
b.  Build on others’ talk in conversations by 
responding to the comments of others through 
multiple exchanges. 
c.  Ask questions to clear up any confusion about 
the topics and texts under discussion. 

SL.2.1. Participate in collaborative conversations about 
grade 2 topics and texts with diverse partners in small and 
larger groups. 

a.  Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., 
gaining the floor in respectful ways, listening to 
others with care, speaking one at a time about the 
topics and texts under discussion). 
b.  Build on others’ talk in conversations by linking 
their comments to the remarks of others. 
c.  Ask for clarification and further explanation as 
needed about the topics and texts under discussion. 

SLK.2. Confirm understanding of a text read aloud or 
information presented in various media and other formats 
(e.g., orally) by asking and answering questions about key 
details and requesting 
clarification if something is not understood. 

SL.1.2. Ask and answer questions about key details in a 
text read aloud or information presented in various media 
and other formats. 

SL.2.2. Retell or describe key ideas or details from a text 
read aloud or information presented in various media and 
other formats (e.g., orally) 

SLK.3. Ask and answer questions in order to seek help, 
get information, or clarify something that is not 
understood 

SL.1.3. Ask and answer questions about what a speaker 
says in order to gather additional information or 
clarify something that is not understood. 

SL.2.3. Ask and answer questions about what a speaker 
says in order to clarify comprehension, gather 
additional information, or deepen understanding of a 
topic or 
issue. 

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 
SLK.4. Describe familiar people, places, things, and 

events and, with prompting and support, provide 
additional detail. 

SL.1.4. Describe people, places, things, and events with 
relevant details, expressing ideas and feelings clearly. 

SL.2.4. Tell a story or recount an experience with 
appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details, 
speaking audibly in coherent sentences. 

SLK.5.  Add drawings or other visual displays to 
descriptions as desired to provide additional detail. 

SL.1.5. Add drawings or other visual displays to 
descriptions when appropriate to clarify ideas, 
thoughts, and feelings. 

SL.2.5. Create and share aloud with peers and teacher, 
stories or poems; add drawings or other visual 
displays to stories or recounts of experiences when 
appropriate to clarify ideas, thoughts, and feelings. 

SLK.6. Speak audibly and express thoughts, feelings, 
and ideas clearly. 

SL.1.6. Produce complete sentences when appropriate to 
task and situation. (See grade 1 Language standard 1 
on page 36 for specific expectations.) 

SL.2.6. Produce complete sentences when appropriate to 
task and situation in order to provide requested detail or 
clarification. (See grade 2 Language standards 1 and 3 
on pages 36–37 for specific expectations.) 



2025 ELA Course of Study 33 

 

 

Grade 3 students: Grade 4 students: Grade 5 students: 
Comprehension and Collaboration   

SL.3.1.  Engage effectively in a range of collaborative 
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) 
with diverse partners on grade 3 topics and texts, 
building on others’ ideas and expressing their own 
clearly. 

a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or 
studied required material; explicitly draw on that 
preparation and other information known about 
the topic to explore ideas under discussion. 

b. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., 
gaining the floor in respectful ways, listening to 
others with care, speaking one at a time about the 
topics and texts under discussion). 

c. Ask questions to check understanding of 
information presented, stay on topic, and link 
their comments to the remarks of others. 

d. Explain their own ideas and understanding in light 
of the discussion. 

SL.4.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative 
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) 
with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, 
building on others’ ideas and expressing their own 
clearly. 

a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or 
studied required material; explicitly draw on that 
preparation and other information known about the 
topic to explore ideas under discussion. 

b. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry 
out assigned roles. 

c. Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or 
follow up on information, and make comments that 
contribute to the discussion and link to the remarks 
of others. 

d. Review the key ideas expressed and explain 
their own ideas and understanding in light of the 
discussion. 

L.5.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative 
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) 
with diverse partners on grade 5 topics and texts, 
building on others’ ideas and expressing their own 
clearly. 

a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or 
studied required material; explicitly draw on that 
preparation and other information known about the 
topic to explore ideas under discussion. 

b. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry 
out assigned roles. 

c. Pose and respond to specific questions by making 
comments that contribute to the discussion and 
elaborate on the remarks of others. 

d. Review the key ideas expressed and draw 
conclusions in light of information and knowledge 
gained from the discussions. 

SL.3. 2. Determine the main ideas and supporting details 
of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse 
media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and 
orally. 

SL.4.2. Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or 
information presented in diverse media and formats, 
including visually, quantitatively, and orally. 

L.5.2. Summarize a written text read aloud or 
information presented in diverse media and 
formats, including visually, quantitatively, and 
orally. 

SL.3.3. Ask and answer questions about information from a 
speaker, offering appropriate elaboration and detail. 

SL.4.3. Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker 
provides to support particular points. 

L.5.3. Summarize the points a speaker makes and explain 
how each claim is supported by reasons and evidence. 

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas   

SL.3.4. Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an 
experience, including from a Catholic perspective with 
appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details, 
speaking clearly at an understandable pace. 

SL.4.4. Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount 
an experience in an organized manner, including 
from a Catholic perspective using appropriate facts 
and relevant, descriptive details to support main 
ideas or themes; speak clearly at an 
understandable pace. 

SL.5.4. Report on a topic or text or present an opinion 
including from a Catholic perspective, sequencing 
ideas logically and using appropriate facts and 
relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or 
themes; speak clearly at an understandable pace. 

SL.3.5. Create engaging audio recordings of stories or 
poems that demonstrate fluid reading at an 
understandable pace; add visual displays when 
appropriate to emphasize or enhance certain facts or 
details. 

SL.4.5. Add audio recordings and visual displays 
to presentations when appropriate to enhance 
the development of main ideas or themes. 

SL.5.5. Include multimedia components (e.g., graphics, 
sound) and visual displays in presentations when 
appropriate to enhance the development of main ideas 
or themes. 

SL.3.6. Speak in complete sentences when appropriate to 
task and situation in order to provide requested detail or 
clarification. (See grade 3 Language standards 1 and 3 
on pages 36–37 for specific expectations.) 

SL.4.6.   Differentiate between contexts that call for formal 
English (e.g., presenting ideas) and situations where 
informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group 
discussion); use formal English when appropriate to task 
and situation. (See grade 4 Language standards 1 and 3 
on page 39 for specific expectations.) 

SL.5.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, 
using formal English when appropriate to task and 
situation. (See grade 5 Language standards 1 and 3 on 
page 39 for specific expectations.) 
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Grade 6 students: Grade 7 students: Grade 8 students: 

Comprehension and Collaboration   

SL.6.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative 
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) 
with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts, and 
issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their 
own clearly. 

a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or 
studied required material; explicitly draw on that 
preparation by referring to evidence on the 
topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas 
under discussion. 

b. Follow rules for collegial discussions, set specific 
goals and deadlines, and define individual roles as 
needed. 

c. Pose and respond to specific questions with 
elaboration and detail by making comments that 
contribute to the topic, text, or issue under 
discussion. 

d. Review the key ideas expressed and demonstrate 
understanding of multiple perspectives through 
reflection and paraphrasing. 

SL.7.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative 
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) 
with diverse partners on grade 7 topics, texts, and 
issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their 
own clearly. 

a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or 
researched material under study; explicitly draw 
on that preparation by referring to evidence on the 
topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas 
under discussion. 

b. Follow rules for collegial discussions, track 
progress toward specific goals and deadlines, and 
define individual roles as needed. 

c. Pose questions that elicit elaboration and respond 
to others’ questions and comments with relevant 
observations and ideas that bring the discussion 
back on topic as needed. 

d. Acknowledge new information expressed by 
others and, when warranted, modify their own 
views. 

SL.8.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative 
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) 
with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and 
issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their 
own clearly. 

a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or 
researched material under study; explicitly draw 
on that preparation by referring to evidence on the 
topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas 
under discussion. 

b. Follow rules for collegial discussions and decision- 
making, track progress toward specific goals and 
deadlines, and define individual roles as needed. 

c. Pose questions that connect the ideas of several 
speakers and respond to others’ questions and 
comments with relevant evidence, observations, 
and ideas. 

d. Acknowledge new information expressed by 
others, and, when warranted, qualify or justify their 
own views in light of the evidence presented. 

SL.6.2. Interpret information presented in diverse media 
and formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and 
explain how it contributes to a topic, text, or issue under 
study. 

SL.7.2. Analyze the main ideas and supporting details 
presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, 
quantitatively, orally) and explain how the ideas clarify 
a topic, text, or issue under study. 

SL.8.2. Analyze the purpose of information presented in 
diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, 
orally) and evaluate the motives (e.g., social, 
commercial, political) behind its presentation. 

SL.6.3. Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific 
claims, distinguishing claims that are supported by 
reasons and evidence from claims that are not. 

SL.7.3. Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific 
claims, evaluating the soundness of the reasoning 
and the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence. 

SL.8.3. Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific 
claims, evaluating the soundness of the reasoning and 
relevance and sufficiency of the evidence and 
identifying when irrelevant evidence is introduced. 
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Grade 6 students: Grade 7 students: Grade 8 students: 
Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas   

SL.6.4. Present claims and findings including from a 
Catholic perspective, sequencing ideas logically and 
using pertinent descriptions, facts, and details to 
accentuate main ideas or themes; use appropriate eye 
contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation. 

SL.7.4. Present claims and findings including from a 
Catholic perspective, emphasizing salient points in a 
focused, coherent manner with pertinent 
descriptions, facts, details, and examples; use 
appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear 
pronunciation. 

SL.8.4. Present claims and findings including from a 
Catholic perspective, emphasizing salient points in a 
focused, coherent manner with relevant evidence, 
sound valid reasoning, and well-chosen details; use 
appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear 
pronunciation. 

SL.6.5. Include multimedia components (e.g., graphics, 
images, music, sound) and visual displays in 
presentations to clarify information. 

SL.7.5. Include multimedia components and visual 
displays in presentations to clarify claims and findings 
and emphasize salient points. 

SL.8.5. Integrate multimedia and visual displays into 
presentations to clarify information, strengthen claims 
and evidence, and add interest. 

SL.6.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and 
tasks, demonstrating command of formal English 
when indicated or appropriate. (See grade 6 
Language 
standards 1 and 3 on page 65 for specific 
expectations.) 

SL.7.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and 
tasks, demonstrating command of formal English 
when indicated or appropriate. (See grade 7 
Language 
standards 1 and 3 on page 65 for specific 
expectations.) 

SL.8.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and 
tasks, demonstrating command of formal English 
when indicated or appropriate. (See grade 8 
Language 
standards 1 and 3 on page 65 for specific 
expectations.) 
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Grades 9–10 students: Grades 11–12 students: 

Comprehension and Collaboration  

SL.9-10.1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-
on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9–10 topics, texts, 
and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 

a. Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under 
study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and 
other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned 
exchange of ideas. 

b. Work with peers to set rules for collegial discussions and decision-making (e.g., 
informal consensus, taking votes on key issues, presentation of alternate 
views), clear goals and deadlines, and individual roles as needed. 

c. Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the 
current discussion to broader themes or larger ideas; actively incorporate 
others into the discussion; and clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and 
conclusions. 

d. Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives, summarize points of agreement 
and disagreement, and, when warranted, qualify or justify their own views and 
understanding and make new connections in light of the evidence and reasoning 
presented. 

SL.11-12.1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions 
(one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11–12 topics, 
texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and 
persuasively. 

a. Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under 
study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and 
other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned 
exchange of ideas. 

b. Work with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and decision-making, 
set clear goals and deadlines, and establish individual roles as needed. 

c. Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe 
reasoning and evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a topic 
or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions; and promote 
divergent and creative perspectives. 

d. Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, 
and evidence made on all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions when 
possible; and determine what additional information or research is required to 
deepen the investigation or complete the task. 

SL.9-10.2. Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse media or formats 
(e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each 
source. 

SL.11-12.2. Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats 
and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) in order to make informed 
decisions and solve problems, evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each 
source and noting any discrepancies among the data. 

SL.9-10.3. Evaluate a speaker’s perspective, reasoning, and use of evidence and 
rhetoric, identifying any fallacious reasoning or exaggerated or distorted 
evidence. 

SL11-12.3. Evaluate a speaker’s perspective, reasoning, and use of evidence and 
rhetoric, assessing the stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of 
emphasis, and tone used. 

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 
SL9-10.4. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence including from a 

Catholic perspective, clearly, concisely, and logically such that listeners can follow the 
line of reasoning and the organization, development, substance, and style are 
appropriate to purpose, audience, and task. 

SL.11-12.4. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence including from a 
Catholic perspective, conveying a clear and distinct perspective, such that listeners 
can follow the line of reasoning, alternative or opposing perspectives are addressed, 
and the organization, development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, 
audience, and a range of formal and informal tasks. 

SL.9-10.5. Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, 
visual, and interactive elements) in presentations to enhance understanding 
of findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add interest. 

SL.11-12.5. Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, 
visual, and interactive elements) in presentations to enhance understanding 
of findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add interest. 

SL.9-10.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of 
formal English when indicated or appropriate.  

SL.11-12.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a command 
of formal English when indicated or appropriate.  
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Language Standards K–12 
The following standards for grades k–12 offer a focus for instruction each year to help ensure that students gain adequate mastery of a range of skills and 
applications.  

 

Kindergartners: Grade 1 students: Grade 2 students: 
Conventions of Standard English   

L.K.1.  Demonstrate command of the conventions of 
standard English grammar and usage when writing or 
speaking. 

a. Print many upper- and lowercase letters. 
b. Use frequently occurring nouns and verbs. 
c. Form regular plural nouns orally by adding /s/ or 

/es/ (e.g., dog, dogs; wish, wishes). 
d. Understand and use interrogatives (question 

words) (e.g., who, what, where, when, why, how). 
e. Use the most frequently occurring 

prepositions (e.g., to, from, in, out, on, off, for, 
of, by, with). 

f. Produce and expand complete sentences in 
shared language activities. 

L.1.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of 
standard English grammar and usage when writing or 
speaking. 

a. Print all upper- and lowercase letters. 
b. Use common, proper, and possessive nouns. 
c. Use singular and plural nouns with matching 

verbs in basic sentences (e.g., He hops; We hop). 
d. Use personal, possessive, and indefinite 

pronouns (e.g., I, me, my; they, them, their; 
anyone, everything). 

e. Use verbs to convey a sense of past, present, and 
future (e.g., Yesterday I walked home; Today I walk 
home; Tomorrow I will walk home). 

f. Use frequently occurring adjectives. 
g. Use frequently occurring coordinating and 

subordinating conjunctions (e.g., and, but, or, 
so, because). 

h. Use determiners (e.g., articles, demonstratives). 
i. Use frequently occurring prepositions (e.g., during, 

beyond, toward). 
j. Produce and expand complete simple and 

compound declarative, interrogative, 
imperative, 
and exclamatory sentences in response to 
prompts. 

L.2.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of 
standard English grammar and usage when writing or 
speaking. 

a. Use collective nouns (e.g., group). 
b. Form and use frequently occurring irregular 

plural nouns (e.g., feet, children, teeth, mice, 
fish). 

c. Use reflexive pronouns (e.g., myself, ourselves). 
d. Form and use the past tense of frequently 

occurring irregular verbs (e.g., sat, hid, 
told). 

e. Use adjectives and adverbs, and choose between 
them depending on what is to be modified. 

f. Produce, expand, and rearrange complete simple 
and compound sentences (e.g., The boy watched 
the movie; The little boy watched the movie; The 
action movie was watched by the little boy). 
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Kindergartners: Grade 1 students: Grade 2 students: 
L.K.2.  Demonstrate command of the conventions of 

standard English capitalization, punctuation, and 
spelling when writing. 

a. Capitalize the first word in a sentence and 
the pronoun I. 

b. Recognize and name end punctuation. 
c. Write a letter or letters for most consonant and 

short-vowel phonemes (sounds). 
d. Spell simple words phonetically, drawing on 

knowledge of sound-letter relationships. 

L.1.2.  Demonstrate command of the conventions of 
standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling 
when writing. 

a. Capitalize dates and names of people. 
b. Use end punctuation for sentences. 
c. Use commas in dates and to separate single 

words in a series. 
d. Use conventional spelling for words with common 

spelling patterns and for frequently occurring 
irregular words. 

e. Spell untaught words phonetically, drawing on 
phonemic awareness and spelling 
conventions. 

L.2.2.  Demonstrate command of the conventions of 
standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling 
when writing. 

a. Capitalize holidays, product names, and 
geographic names. 

b. Use commas in greetings and closings of letters. 
c. Use an apostrophe to form contractions and 

frequently occurring possessives. 
d. Generalize learned spelling patterns when 

writing words (e.g., cage → badge; boy → boil). 
e. Consult reference materials, including beginning 

dictionaries, as needed to check and correct 
spellings. 

Knowledge of Language  
L.K.3. (Begins in grade 2) L.1.3. (Begins in grade 2) L.2.3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions 

when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 
a.  Recognize formal and informal uses of English with 
support. 
b.  Compare formal and informal uses of English. 



2025 ELA Course of Study 39 

 

 

Kindergartners: Grade 1 students: Grade 2 students: 
Vocabulary Acquisition and Use   

L.K.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and 
multiple-meaning words and phrases, including the 
vocabulary of the Catholic Faith, based on 
kindergarten reading and content. 
a. Identify new meanings for familiar words and apply 

them accurately (e.g., knowing duck is a bird and 
learning the verb to duck). 
 

L.1.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and 
multiple-meaning words and phrases, including the 
vocabulary of the Catholic Faith, based on grade 1 
reading and content, choosing flexibly from an array of 
strategies. 

a. Use sentence-level context as a clue to the 
meaning of a word or phrase. 

b. Identify frequently occurring root words (e.g., look) 
and their inflectional forms (e.g., looks, looked, 
looking). 

c. Use the most frequently occurring inflections and 
affixes (e.g., -ed, -s, re-, un-, -ful, -less) as a clue 
to the meaning of an unknown word. 

L.2.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and 
multiple-meaning words and phrases, including the 
vocabulary of the Catholic Faith, based on grade 2 
reading and content, choosing flexibly from an array of 
strategies. 

a. Use sentence-level context as a clue to the 
meaning of a word or phrase. 

b. Use frequently occurring affixes as a clue to the 
meaning of a word. 

c. Determine the meaning of the new word formed 
when a known prefix is added to a known word 
(e.g., happy/unhappy, tell/retell). 

d. Use a known root word as a clue to the meaning of 
an unknown word with the same root (e.g., 
addition, additional). 

e. Use knowledge of the meaning of individual words 
to predict the meaning of compound words (e.g., 
birdhouse, lighthouse, housefly; bookshelf, 
notebook, bookmark). 

f. Use glossaries and beginning dictionaries, both 
print and digital, to determine or clarify the meaning 
of words and phrases. 

L.K.5. With guidance and support from adults, explore 
word relationships and nuances in word meanings. 

a. Sort common objects into categories (e.g., shapes, 
foods) to gain a sense of the concepts the 
categories represent. 

b. Demonstrate understanding of frequently occurring 
verbs and adjectives by relating them to their 
antonyms (opposites). 

c. Identify real-life connections between words and 
their use (e.g., note places at school that are 
colorful). 
 

L.1.5. With guidance and support from adults, 
demonstrate understanding of word relationships and 
nuances in word meanings. 

a. Sort words into categories (e.g., colors, clothing) to 
gain a sense of the concepts the categories 
represent. 

b. Define words by category and by one or more key 
attributes (e.g., a duck is a bird that swims; a tiger 
is a large cat with stripes). 

c. Identify real-life connections between words and 
their use (e.g., note places at home that are cozy). 

d. Distinguish shades of meaning among verbs 
differing in manner (e.g., look, peek, glance, stare, 
glare, scowl) and adjectives differing in intensity 
(e.g., large, gigantic) by defining or choosing them 
or by acting out the meanings, with support. 

L.2.5.  Demonstrate understanding of word relationships 
and nuances in word meanings. 

a. Identify real-life connections between words and 
their use (e.g., describe foods that are spicy or 
juicy). 

b. Distinguish shades of meaning among closely 
related verbs (e.g., toss, throw, hurl) and closely 
related adjectives (e.g., thin, slender, skinny, 
scrawny), with support at the end of the year. 
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L.K.6. Use words and phrases acquired through 
conversations, reading and being read to, and 
responding to texts. 

L.1.6. Use words and phrases acquired through 
conversations, reading and being read to, and 
responding to texts, including using frequently 
occurring conjunctions to signal simple relationships 
(e.g., 
because). 

L.2.6. Use words and phrases acquired through 
conversations, reading and being read to, and 
responding to texts, including using adjectives and 
adverbs to describe (e.g., When other kids are happy 
that makes me happy). 

Grade 3 students: Grade 4 students: Grade 5 students: 

Conventions of Standard English   

L.3.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of 
standard English grammar and usage when writing or 
speaking. 

a. Explain the function of nouns, pronouns, verbs, 
adjectives, and adverbs in general and their 
functions in particular sentences. 

b. Form and use regular and irregular plural nouns. 
c. Use abstract nouns (e.g., childhood). 
d. Form and use regular and irregular verbs. 
e. Form and use the simple (e.g., I walked; I walk; I 

will walk) verb tenses. 
f. Ensure subject-verb and pronoun-antecedent 

agreement. 
g. Form and use comparative and superlative 

adjectives and adverbs, and choose between 
them depending on what is to be modified. 

h. Use coordinating and subordinating conjunctions. 
i. Produce simple, compound, and complex 

sentences. 

L.4.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of 
standard English grammar and usage when writing or 
speaking. 

a. Use relative pronouns (who, whose, whom, which, 
that) and relative adverbs (where, when, why). 

b. Form and use the progressive (e.g., I was walking; 
I am walking; I will be walking) verb tenses. 

c. Use modal auxiliaries (e.g., can, may, must) to 
convey various conditions. 

d. Order adjectives within sentences according to 
conventional patterns (e.g., a small red bag rather 
than a red small bag). 

e. Form and use prepositional phrases. 
f. Produce complete sentences, recognizing and 

correcting inappropriate fragments and run-ons. 
g. Correctly use frequently confused words (e.g., to, 

too, two; there, their). 

L.5.1.  Demonstrate command of the conventions of 
standard English grammar and usage when writing or 
speaking. 

a. Explain the function of conjunctions, 
prepositions, and interjections in general and 
their function in particular sentences. 

b. Form and use the perfect (e.g., I had walked; I 
have walked; I will have walked) verb tenses. 

c. Use verb tense to convey various times, 
sequences, states, and conditions. 

d. Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in verb 
tense. 

e. Use correlative conjunctions (e.g., either/or, 
neither/nor). 

L.3.2.  Demonstrate command of the conventions of 
standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling 
when writing. 

a. Capitalize appropriate words in titles. 
b. Use commas in addresses. 
c. Use commas and quotation marks in dialogue. 
d. Form and use possessives. 
e. Use conventional spelling for high-frequency and 

other studied words and for adding suffixes to base 
words (e.g., sitting, smiled, cries, happiness). 

f. Use spelling patterns and generalizations (e.g., word 
families, position-based spellings, syllable patterns, 
ending rules, meaningful word parts) in writing 
words. 

g. Consult reference materials, including beginning 
dictionaries, as needed to check and correct 
spellings. 

L.4.2.  Demonstrate command of the conventions of 
standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling 
when writing. 

a. Use correct capitalization. 
b. Use commas and quotation marks to mark direct 

speech and quotations from a text. 
c. Use a comma before a coordinating conjunction in 

a compound sentence. 
d. Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting 

references as needed. 

L.5.2.  Demonstrate command of the conventions of 
standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling 
when writing. 

a. Use punctuation to separate items in a series. 
b. Use a comma to separate an introductory element 

from the rest of the sentence. 
c. Use a comma to set off the words yes and no (e.g., 

Yes, thank you), to set off a tag question from the 
rest of the sentence (e.g., It’s true, isn’t it?), and to 
indicate direct address (e.g., Is that you, Steve?). 

d. Use underlining, quotation marks, or italics to 
indicate titles of works. 

e. Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting 
references as needed. 
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Knowledge of Language   

L.3.3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions 
when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 

a. Choose words and phrases for effect. 
b. Recognize and observe differences between the 

conventions of spoken and written English. 

L.4.3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions 
when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 

a. Choose words and phrases to convey ideas 
precisely. 

b. Choose punctuation for effect. 
c. Differentiate between contexts that call for formal 

English (e.g., presenting ideas) and situations 
where 
informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group 
discussion). 

L.5.3.  Use knowledge of language and its conventions 
when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 

a. Expand, combine, and reduce sentences for 
meaning, reader/listener interest, and style. 

b. Compare and contrast the varieties of English (e.g., 
dialects, registers) used in stories, dramas, or 
poems. 

Grade 3 students: Grade 4 students: Grade 5 students: 
Vocabulary Acquisition and Use   

L.3.4.  Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and 
multiple-meaning word and phrases, including the 
vocabulary of the Catholic Faith, based on grade 3 
reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of 
strategies. 

a. Use sentence-level context as a clue to the 
meaning of a word or phrase. 

b. Determine the meaning of the new word formed 
when a known affix is added to a known word (e.g., 
agreeable/disagreeable, 
comfortable/uncomfortable, care/careless, 
heat/preheat). 

c. Use a known root word as a clue to the meaning of 
an unknown word with the same root (e.g., 
company, companion). 

d. Use glossaries or beginning dictionaries, both print 
and digital, to determine or clarify the precise 
meaning of key words and phrases. 

L.4.4.  Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and 
multiple-meaning words and phrases, including the 
vocabulary of the Catholic Faith, based on grade 4 
reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of 
strategies. 

a. Use context (e.g., definitions, examples, or 
restatements in text) as a clue to the meaning of 
a word or phrase. 

b. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek and Latin 
affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a 
word (e.g., telegraph, photograph, autograph). 

c. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, 
glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to 
find the pronunciation and determine or clarify the 
precise meaning of key words and phrases. 

L.5.4.  Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and 
multiple-meaning words and phrases, including the 
vocabulary of the Catholic Faith, based on grade 5 
reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of 
strategies. 

a. Use context (e.g., cause/effect relationships and 
comparisons in text) as a clue to the meaning of 
a word or phrase. 

b. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek and Latin 
affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a 
word (e.g., photograph, photosynthesis). 

c. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, 
glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to 
find the pronunciation and determine or clarify the 
precise meaning of key words and phrases. 

L.3.5.  Demonstrate understanding of word relationships 
and nuances in word meanings. 

a. Distinguish the literal and nonliteral meanings 
of words and phrases in context (e.g., take 
steps). 

b. Identify real-life connections between words and 
their use (e.g., describe people who are friendly or 
helpful). 

c. Distinguish shades of meaning among related 
words that describe states of mind or degrees of 
certainty (e.g., knew, believed, suspected, heard, 
wondered). 

L.4.5.  Demonstrate understanding of figurative 
language, word relationships, and nuances in word 
meanings. 

a. Explain the meaning of simple similes and 
metaphors (e.g., as pretty as a picture) in 
context. 

b. Recognize and explain the meaning of 
common idioms, adages, and proverbs. 

c. Demonstrate understanding of words by relating 
them to their antonyms (opposites) and synonyms 
(words with similar but not identical meanings). 

L.5.5.  Demonstrate understanding of figurative 
language, word relationships, and nuances in word 
meanings. 

a. Interpret figurative language, including similes 
and metaphors, in context. 

b. Recognize and explain the meaning of common 
idioms, adages, personification, hyperbole, and 
proverbs. 

c. Use the relationship between particular words 
(e.g., synonyms, antonyms, homographs) to better 
understand each of the words. 
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L.3.6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate 
conversational, general academic, and domain-specific 
words and phrases, including those that signal spatial 
and temporal relationships (e.g., After dinner that night 
we went looking for them). 

L.4.6.  Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate 
general academic and domain-specific words and 
phrases, including those that signal precise actions, 
emotions, or states of being (e.g., quizzed, whined, 
stammered) and that are basic to a particular topic 
(e.g., wildlife, conservation, and endangered when 
discussing animal 
preservation). 

L.5.6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate 
general academic and domain-specific words and 
phrases, including those that signal contrast, addition, 
and other logical relationships (e.g., however, 
although, nevertheless, similarly, moreover, in 
addition). 
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Grade 6 students: Grade 7 students: Grade 8 students: 
Conventions of Standard English   

L.6.1.  Demonstrate command of the conventions of 
standard English grammar and usage when writing or 
speaking. 

a. Ensure that pronouns are in the proper case 
(subjective, objective, possessive). 

b. Use intensive pronouns (e.g., myself, ourselves). 
c. Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in 

pronoun number and person. 
d. Recognize and correct vague pronouns (i.e., ones 

with unclear or ambiguous antecedents). 
e. Recognize variations from standard English in their 

own and others' writing and speaking, and identify 
and use strategies to improve expression in 
conventional language. 

L.7.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of 
standard English grammar and usage when writing or 
speaking. 

a. Explain the function of phrases and clauses in 
general and their function in specific sentences. 

b. Choose among simple, compound, complex, and 
compound-complex sentences to signal differing 
relationships among ideas. 

c. Place phrases and clauses within a sentence, 
recognizing and correcting misplaced and 
dangling modifiers. 

L.8.1.  Demonstrate command of the conventions of 
standard English grammar and usage when writing or 
speaking. 

a. Explain the function of verbals (gerunds, 
participles, infinitives) in general and their function 
in particular sentences. 

b. Form and use verbs in the active and passive 
voice. 

c. Form and use verbs in the indicative, imperative, 
interrogative, conditional, and subjunctive mood. 

d. Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in verb 
voice and mood. 

L.6.2.  Demonstrate command of the conventions of 
standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling 
when writing. 

a. Use punctuation (commas, parentheses, dashes) 
to set off nonrestrictive/parenthetical elements. 

b. Spell correctly. 

L.7.2.  Demonstrate command of the conventions of 
standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling 
when writing. 

a. Use a comma to separate coordinate adjectives 
(e.g., It was a fascinating, enjoyable movie but not 
He wore an old [,] green shirt). 

b. Spell correctly. 

L.8.2.  Demonstrate command of the conventions of 
standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling 
when writing. 

a. Use punctuation (comma, ellipsis, dash) to indicate 
a pause or break. 

b. Use an ellipsis to indicate an omission. 
c. Spell correctly. 

Knowledge of Language  
L.6.3.  Use knowledge of language and its conventions 
when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 

a. Vary sentence patterns for meaning, reader/listener 
interest, and style. 

b. Maintain consistency in style and tone. 

L.7.3.  Use knowledge of language and its conventions 
when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 

a. Choose language that expresses ideas precisely 
and concisely. 

b. Recognize and eliminate wordiness and 
redundancy. 

L.8.3.  Use knowledge of language and its conventions 
when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 

a. Use verbs in the active and passive voice (e.g., 
expressing the actor or the action). 

b. Use verbs in the conditional and subjunctive mood 
to achieve particular effects (e.g., emphasizing the 
actor or the action; expressing uncertainty or 
describing a state contrary to fact). 
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Grade 6 students: Grade 7 students: Grade 8 students: 
Vocabulary Acquisition and Use   

L.6.4.  Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and 
multiple-meaning words and phrases, including the 
vocabulary of the Catholic Faith, based on grade 6 
reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of 
strategies. 

e. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a 
sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or 
function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of 
a word or phrase. 

f. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin 
affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a 
word (e.g., audience, auditory, audible). 

g. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, 
glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, 
to find the pronunciation of a word or determine 
or clarify its precise meaning or part of speech. 

h. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning 
of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred 
meaning in context or in a dictionary). 

L.7.4.  Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and 
multiple-meaning words and phrases, including the 
vocabulary of the Catholic Faith, based on grade 7 
reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of 
strategies. 

a. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a 
sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or 
function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of 
a word or phrase. 

b. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin 
affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a 
word (e.g., belligerent, bellicose, rebel). 

c. Consult general and specialized reference 
materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, 
thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the 
pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its 
precise meaning or part of speech. 

d. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning 
of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred 
meaning in context or in a dictionary). 

L.8.4.  Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and 
multiple-meaning words or phrases, including the 
vocabulary of the Catholic Faith, based on grade 8 
reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of 
strategies. 

a. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a 
sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or 
function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of 
a word or phrase. 

b. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin 
affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a 
word (e.g., precede, recede, secede). 

c. Consult general and specialized reference 
materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, 
thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the 
pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify 
its precise meaning or its part of speech. 

d. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning 
of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred 
meaning in context or in a dictionary). 

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 
L.6.5.  Demonstrate understanding of figurative 
language, word relationships, and nuances in word 
meanings. 

a. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., personification) 
in context. 

b. Use the relationship between particular words 
(e.g., cause/effect, part/whole, item/category) to 
better understand each of the words. 

c. Distinguish among the connotations (associations) 
of words with similar denotations (definitions) (e.g., 
stingy, scrimping, economical, frugal, thrifty). 

L.7.5.  Demonstrate understanding of figurative 
language, word relationships, and nuances in word 
meanings. 

a. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., literary, 
biblical, and mythological allusions) in context. 

b. Use the relationship between particular words 
(e.g., synonym/antonym, analogy) to better 
understand each of the words. 

c. Distinguish among the connotations (associations) 
of words with similar denotations (definitions) 
(e.g., refined, respectful, polite, diplomatic, 
condescending). 

L.8.5.  Demonstrate understanding of figurative 
language, word relationships, and nuances in word 
meanings. 

a. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., Verbal irony, 
puns) in context. 

b. Use the relationship between particular words to 
better understand each of the words. 

c. Distinguish among the connotations (associations) 
of words with similar denotations (definitions) (e.g., 
bullheaded, willful, firm, persistent, resolute). 

L.6.6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate 
general academic and domain-specific words and phrases; 
gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or 
phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

L.7.6.  Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate 
general academic and domain-specific words and 
phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when 
considering a word or phrase important to 
comprehension or expression. 

L.8.6.  Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate 
general academic and domain-specific words and 
phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when 
considering a word or phrase important to 
comprehension or expression. 
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Grades 9–10 students: Grades 11–12 students: 
Conventions of Standard English  

L.9-10.1.  Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 
usage when writing or speaking. 

a. Use parallel structure. 
b. Use various types of phrases (noun, verb, adjectival, adverbial, participial, 

prepositional, absolute) and clauses (independent, dependent; noun, relative, 
adverbial) to convey specific meanings and add variety and interest to writing or 
presentations. 

L.11-12.1.  Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar 
and usage when writing or speaking. 

a. Apply the understanding that usage is a matter of convention, can change 
over time, and is sometimes contested. 

b. Resolve issues of complex or contested usage, consulting references (e.g., 
Merriam-Webster’s Dictionary of English Usage, Garner’s Modern American 
Usage) as needed. 

L.9-10.2.  Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

a. Use a semicolon (and perhaps a conjunctive adverb) to link two or more 
closely related independent clauses. 

b. Use a colon to introduce a list or quotation. 
c. Spell correctly. 

L.11-12.2.  Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

a. Observe hyphenation conventions. 
b. Spell correctly. 

Knowledge of Language 
L.9-10.3.  Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in 
different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend 
more fully when reading or listening. 

a. Write and edit work so that it conforms to the guidelines in a style manual (e.g., 
MLA Handbook, Turabian’s Manual for Writers) appropriate for the discipline and 
writing type. 

b. Edit work so that it conforms to the guidelines in a style manual appropriate for 
the discipline and writing type. 

L.11-12.3.  Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in 
different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend 
more fully when reading or listening. 

a. Vary syntax for effect, consulting references (e.g., Tufte’s Artful Sentences) for 
guidance as needed; apply an understanding of syntax to the study of complex 
texts when reading. 

b. Apply an understanding of syntax to the study of complex texts when reading. 
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Grades 9–10 students: Grades 11–12 students: 
Vocabulary Acquisition and Use  

L.9-10.4.  Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words, 
including the vocabulary of the Catholic Faith, and phrases based on grades 9–10 
reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

a. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a 
word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or 
phrase. 

b. Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different 
meanings or parts of speech (e.g., analyze, analysis, analytical; advocate, 
advocacy). 

c. Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, 
glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a 
word or determine or clarify its precise meaning, part of speech, or etymology. 

d. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., 
by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary). 

L.11-12.4.  Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words, 
including the vocabulary of the Catholic Faith, and phrases based on grades 11–12 
reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

a. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a 
word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or 
phrase. 

b. Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate 
different meanings or parts of speech (e.g., conceive, conception, 
conceivable). 

c. Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, 
glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a 
word or determine or clarify its precise meaning, part of speech, etymology, or 
standard usage. 

d. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., 
by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary). 

L.9-10.5.  Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and 
nuances in word meanings. 

a. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., euphemism, oxymoron) in context and 
analyze their role in the text. 

b. Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations. 

L.11-12.5.  Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and 
nuances in word meanings. 

a. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., hyperbole, paradox) in context and analyze 
their role in the text. 

b. Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations. 

L.9-10.6. Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and 
phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and 
career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge 
when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

L.11-12.6.  Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words 
and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college 
and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary 
knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or 
expression. 
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Reading Standards for Literacy in Theology and History/Social Studies 6–12 
Grades 6–8 students: Grades 9–10 students: Grades 11–12 students: 

Key Ideas and Details   

RTH.6-8.1. Cite specific textual evidence to support 
analysis of primary and secondary sources including 
Scripture and other Catholic documents. 

RTH.9-10.1. Cite specific textual evidence to support 
analysis of primary and secondary sources including 
Scripture and other Catholic documents, attending to 
such features as the date and origin of the information. 

RTH.11-12.1. Cite specific textual evidence to support 
analysis of primary and secondary sources including 
Scripture and other Catholic documents, connecting 
insights gained from specific details to an understanding 
of the text as a 
whole. 

RTH.6-8.2.  Analyze content-area-specific text 
development. 

a.  Determine the central ideas or information of a primary 
or secondary source, including grade appropriate 
Church documents 

b.  Provide an accurate and objective summary that 
includes the central ideas of the source. 

RTH.9-10.2. Analyze content-area-specific text 
development. 

a.  Determine the central ideas or information of a primary 
or secondary source, including grade appropriate 
Church documents;  

b.  Provide an accurate and objective summary of how 
key events or ideas develop over the course of the 
text. 

RTH.11-12.2. Analyze content-area-specific text 
development.  

a.  Determine the central ideas or information of a primary 
or secondary source, including grade appropriate 
Church documents;  

b.  Provide an accurate and objective summary that makes 
clear the relationships among the key details and 
ideas. 

RTH.6-8.3. Identify key steps in a text’s description of a 
process related to history/social studies (e.g., how a bill 
becomes law, how interest rates are raised or lowered). 

RTH.9-10.3. Analyze in detail a series of events described 
in a text; determine whether earlier events caused later 
ones or simply preceded them. 

RTH.11-12.3. Evaluate various explanations for actions or 
events and determine which explanation best accords 
with textual 
evidence, acknowledging where the text leaves matters 
uncertain. 

Craft and Structure  
RTH.6-8.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases 

as they are used in a text, including vocabulary specific 
to domains related to history/social studies and 
Theology. 

RTH.9-10.4. Determine the meaning of words and 
phrases as they are used in a text, including 
vocabulary describing political, social, or economic 
aspects of history/social studies. 

RTH.11-12.4. Determine the meaning of words and 
phrases as they are used in a text, including 
analyzing how an author uses and refines the 
meaning of a key term over the course of a text (e.g., 
how Madison defines faction in 
Federalist No. 10). 

RTH.6-8.5. Describe how a text, including Scripture, 
presents information (e.g., sequentially, comparatively, 
causally). 

RTH.9-10.5. Analyze how a text, including Scripture, uses 
structure to emphasize key points or advance an 
explanation or analysis. 

RTH.11-12.5. Analyze in detail how a complex primary 
source is structured, including how key sentences, 
paragraphs, and larger portions of the text contribute to the 
whole. 

RTH.6-8.6. Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author’s 
perspective or purpose (e.g., loaded language, inclusion 
or avoidance of particular facts). 

RTH.9-10.6. Compare the perspectives of two or more 
authors for how they treat the same or similar 
topics, including which details they include and 
emphasize in their respective accounts (e.g., the 
Gospels). 

RTH.11-12.6. Evaluate authors’ differing perspectives 
on the same historical event or issue by assessing 
the authors’ claims, reasoning, and evidence. 
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Grades 6–8 students: Grades 9–10 students: Grades 11–12 students: 
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas   

RTH.6-8.7. Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, 
graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other 
information in print and digital texts. 

RTH.9-10.7. Integrate quantitative or technical analysis 
(e.g., charts, research data) with qualitative analysis in 
print or digital text. 

RTH.11-12.7. Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of 
information presented in diverse formats and media 
(e.g., visually, quantitatively, as well as in words) in 
order to address a question or solve a problem. 

RTH.6-8.8. Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned 
judgment in a text. 

RTH.9-10.8. Assess the extent to which the reasoning and 
evidence in a text support the author’s claims. 

RTH.11-12.8. Evaluate an author’s premises, claims, and 
evidence by corroborating or challenging them with 
other information. 

RTH.6-8.9. Analyze the relationship between a primary and 
secondary source on the same topic. 

RTH.9-10.9. Compare and contrast treatments of the 
same topic in several primary and secondary 
sources. 

RTH.11-12.9. Integrate information from diverse sources, 
both primary and secondary, into a coherent understanding 
of an idea or event, noting discrepancies among sources. 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity  
RTH.6-8.10. By the end of grade 8, read and comprehend 

and respond to theology and history/social studies texts 
in the grades 6–8 text complexity band independently 
and proficiently. 

RTH.9-10.10. By the end of grade 10, read and 
comprehend and respond to theology and 
history/social studies texts in the grades 9–10 text 
complexity band independently 
and proficiently. 

RTH.11-12.10. By the end of grade 12, read and 
comprehend and respond to complex theology and 
history/social studies texts text independently and 
proficiently. 
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Reading Standards for Literacy in Science and Technical Subjects 6–12 
Grades 6–8 students: Grades 9–10 students: Grades 11–12 students: 

Key Ideas and Details   

RST.6-8.1.  Cite specific textual evidence to support 
analysis of science and technical texts. 

RST.9-10.1.  Cite specific textual evidence to support 
analysis of science and technical texts, attending to the 
precise details of explanations or descriptions. 

RST.11-12.1 Cite specific textual evidence to support 
analysis of science and technical texts, attending to 
important distinctions the author makes and to any gaps or 
inconsistencies in the account. 

RST.6-8.2. Analyze content area-specific text development. 
a.  Determine the central ideas or conclusions of a 
text  
b.  Provide an accurate and objective summary of  
the text distinct that includes the central ideas or 
conclusions of the text. 

RST.9-10.2. Analyze content-area-specific text 
development. 

a. Determine the central ideas or conclusions of a 
text  
b.  Provide an accurate and objective summary of 
the central ideas of the text that traces the text’s  
explanation or depiction of a complex process, 
phenomenon, or concept. 

RST.11-12.2. Analyze content-area-specific text 
development.  

a. Determine the central ideas or conclusions of a 
text  
b. Provide an objective summary of the central 
ideas of the text, paraphrasing complex concepts, 
processes, or information presented in a text by 
paraphrasing them in simpler but still accurate 
terms. 

RST.6-8.3. Follow precisely a multistep procedure when 
carrying out experiments, taking measurements, or 
performing technical tasks. 

RST.9-10.3. Follow precisely a complex multistep 
procedure when carrying out experiments, taking 
measurements, or performing technical tasks, attending 
to special cases or exceptions defined in the text. 

RST.11-12.3. Follow precisely a complex multistep 
procedure when carrying out experiments, taking 
measurements, or performing technical tasks; analyze 
the specific results based on explanations in the text. 

Craft and Structure  
RST.6-8.4. Determine the meaning of symbols, key 

terms, and other domain-specific words and phrases 
as they are used in a specific scientific or technical 
context relevant to grades 6–8 texts and topics. 

RST.9-10.4. Determine the meaning of symbols, key 
terms, and other domain-specific words and phrases 
as they are used in a specific scientific or technical 
context relevant to grades 9–10 texts and topics. 

RST.11-12.4. Determine the meaning of symbols, key 
terms, and other domain-specific words and phrases 
as they are used in a specific scientific or technical 
context relevant to grades 11–12 texts and topics. 

RST.6-8.5. Analyze the structure an author uses to 
organize a text, including how the major sections 
contribute to the whole and to an understanding of the 
topic. 

RST.9-10.5. Analyze the structure of the relationships 
among concepts in a text, including relationships among 
key terms (e.g., force, friction, reaction force, energy). 

RST.11-12.5. Analyze how the text structures information 
or ideas into categories or hierarchies, demonstrating 
understanding of the information or ideas. 

RST.6-8.6. Analyze the author’s purpose in providing an 
explanation, describing a procedure, or discussing an 
experiment in a text. 

RST.9-10.6. Analyze the author’s purpose in providing an 
explanation, describing a procedure, or discussing an 
experiment in a text, defining the question the author 
seeks to address. 

RST.11-12.6. Analyze the author’s purpose in providing an 
explanation, describing a procedure, or discussing an 
experiment in a text, identifying important issues that 
remain unresolved. 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
RST.6-8.7. Integrate quantitative or technical information 

expressed in words in a text with a version of that 
information expressed visually (e.g., in a flowchart, 
diagram, model, graph, or table). 

RST.9-10.7. Translate quantitative or technical 
information expressed in words in a text into visual 
form (e.g., a table or chart) and translate information 
expressed visually or mathematically into words. 

RST.11-12.7.  Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of 
information presented in diverse formats and media 
(e.g., quantitative data, video, multimedia) in order to 
address a question or solve a problem. 

RST.6-8.8. Distinguish among facts, reasoned judgment 
based on research findings, and speculation in a text. 

RST.9-10.8. Assess the extent to which the reasoning and 
evidence in a text support the author’s claim or a 
recommendation for solving a scientific or technical 
problem. 

RST.11-12.8. Evaluate the hypotheses, data, analysis, and 
conclusions in a science or technical text, verifying the 
data when possible and corroborating or challenging 
conclusions with other sources of information. 
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RST.6-8.9. Compare and contrast the information gained 
from experiments, simulations, video, or multimedia 
sources with that gained from reading a text on the 
same topic. 

RST.9-10.9. Compare and contrast findings presented in 
a text to those from other sources (including their own 
experiments), noting when the findings support or 
contradict previous explanations or accounts. 

RST.11-12.9. Synthesize information from a range of 
sources (e.g., texts, experiments, simulations) into a 
coherent understanding of a process, phenomenon, or 
concept, resolving conflicting information when 
possible. 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 
RST.6-8.10. By the end of grade 8, read, comprehend and 

respond to science/technical texts in the grades 6–8 
text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

RST.9-10.10. By the end of grade 10, read, comprehend 
and respond to science/technical texts in the grades 
9– 10 text complexity band independently and 
proficiently. 

RST.11-12.10. By the end of grade 12, read, comprehend 
and respond to complex science/technical texts 
independently and proficiently. 
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Writing Standards for Literacy in Theology History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects 6–12 
 

Grades 6–8 students: Grades 9–10 students: Grades 11–12 students: 
Text Types and Purposes   

WHST.6-8.1 Write arguments focused on discipline- 
specific content. 
a. Establish a clear thesis statement to present 

an argument.  
b. Introduce claim(s) about a topic or issue, 

acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from 
alternate or opposing claims, and organize the 
reasons and evidence logically. 

c. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and 
relevant, accurate data and evidence that 
demonstrate an understanding of the topic or 
text, using credible sources. 

d. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create 
cohesion and clarify the relationships among 
claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and 
evidence. 

e. and maintain a formal style. 
f. Provide a concluding statement or section that 

follows from and supports the argument 
presented. 

WHST.9-10.1 Write arguments focused on discipline- 
specific content. 

a. Establish a clear and thorough thesis to present an 
argument. 

b. Introduce precise claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) 
from alternate or opposing claims, and create an 
organization that establishes clear relationships 
among the claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and 
evidence. 

c. Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly, 
supplying data and evidence for each while pointing 
out the strengths and limitations of both claim(s) 
and counterclaims in a discipline-appropriate form 
and in a manner that anticipates the audience’s 
knowledge level and concerns. 

d. Use words, phrases, and clauses to link the major 
sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the 
relationships between claim(s) and reasons, 
between reasons and evidence, and between 
claim(s) and counterclaims. 

e. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective 
tone while attending to the norms and conventions 
of the discipline in which they are writing. 

f. Provide a concluding statement or section that 
follows from or supports the argument presented. 

WHST.11-12.1 Write arguments focused on discipline- 
specific content. 

a. Establish a clear and thorough thesis to present a 
complex argument. 

b. Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), 
establish the significance of the claim(s), 
distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing 
claims, and create an organization that logically 
sequences the claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, 
and evidence. 

c. Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly and 
thoroughly, supplying the most relevant data and 
evidence for each while pointing out the strengths 
and limitations of both claim(s) and counterclaims 
in a discipline-appropriate form that anticipates the 
audience’s knowledge level, concerns, values, and 
possible biases. 

d. Use words, phrases, and clauses as well as varied 
syntax to link the major sections of the text, create 
cohesion, and clarify the relationships between 
claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and 
evidence, and between claim(s) and 
counterclaims. 

e. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective 
tone while attending to the norms and conventions 
of the discipline in which they are writing. 

f. Provide a concluding statement or section that 
follows from or supports the argument presented. 
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Writing Standards for Literacy in Theology History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects 6–12 

 
WHST.6-8.2 Write informative/explanatory texts, 
including the narration of historical events, scientific 
procedures/ experiments, or technical processes. 

a. Establish a clear thesis to present information. 
b. Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to 

follow; organize ideas, concepts, and information 
into broader categories as appropriate to achieving 
purpose; include formatting (e.g., headings), 
graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and multimedia 
when useful to aiding comprehension. 

c. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, 
definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other 
information and examples. 

d. Use appropriate and varied transitions to create 
cohesion and clarify the relationships among 
ideas and concepts. 

e. Use precise language and domain-specific 
vocabulary to inform about or explain the 
topic. 

f. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective 
tone. 

g. Provide a concluding statement or section that 
follows from and supports the information or 
explanation presented. 

WHST.9-10.2 Write informative/explanatory texts, 
including the narration of historical events, scientific 
procedures/ experiments, or technical processes. 

a. Establish a clear and thorough these to present 
information. 

b. Introduce a topic and organize ideas, concepts, and 
information to make important connections and 
distinctions; include formatting (e.g., headings), 
graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia to 
aid comprehension, if needed. 

c. Develop the topic with well-chosen, relevant, and 
sufficient facts, extended definitions, concrete 
details, quotations, or other information and 
examples appropriate to the audience’s 
knowledge of the topic. 

d. Use varied transitions and sentence structures to 
link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, 
and clarify the relationships among ideas and 
concepts. 

e. Use precise language and domain-specific 
vocabulary to manage the complexity of the topic 
and convey a style appropriate to the discipline and 
context as well as to the expertise of likely readers. 

f. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective 
tone while attending to the norms and conventions 
of the discipline in which they are writing. 

g. Provide a concluding statement or section that 
follows from and supports the information or 
explanation presented (e.g., articulating 
implications or the significance of the topic). 

WHST.11-12.2 Write informative/explanatory texts, 
including the narration of historical events, scientific 
procedures/ experiments, or technical processes. 

a. Establish a clear and through thesis to present and 
explain information. 

b. Introduce a topic and organize complex ideas, 
concepts, and information so that each new 
element builds on that which precedes it to create 
a unified whole; include formatting (e.g., headings), 
graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia 
when useful to aiding comprehension. 

c. Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most 
significant and relevant facts, extended definitions, 
concrete details, quotations, or other information 
and examples appropriate to the audience’s 
knowledge of the topic. 

d. Use varied transitions and sentence structures to 
link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, 
and clarify the relationships among complex ideas 
and concepts. 

e. Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary 
and techniques such as metaphor, simile, and 
analogy to manage the complexity of the topic; 
convey a knowledgeable stance in a style that 
responds to the discipline and context as well as to 
the expertise of likely readers. 

f. Provide a concluding statement or section that 
follows from and supports the information or 
explanation provided (e.g., articulating 
implications or the significance of the topic). 

 

Grades 11–12 students: Grades 9–10 students: Grades 6–8 students: 
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Writing Standards for Literacy in Theology, History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects 6–12 
Grades 6–8 students: Grades 9–10 students: Grades 11–12 students: 

Production and Distribution of Writing   

WHST.6-8.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which 
the development, organization, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

WHST.9-10.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which 
the development, organization, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

WHST.11-12.4.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in 
which the development, organization, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

WHST.6-8.5. With some guidance and support from peers 
and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed 
by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a 
new approach, focusing on how well purpose and 
audience have been addressed. 

WHST.9-10.5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed 
by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a 
new approach, focusing on addressing what is most 
significant for a specific purpose and audience. 

WHST.11-12.5.  Develop and strengthen writing as 
needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or 
trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is 
most significant for a specific purpose and audience. 

WHST.6-8.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to 
produce and publish writing and present the 
relationships between information and ideas clearly 
and efficiently. 

WHST.9-10.6 Use technology, including the Internet, to 
produce, publish, and update individual or shared 
writing products, taking advantage of technology’s 
capacity to link to other information and to display 
information flexibly and dynamically. 

WHST.11-12.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to 
produce, publish, and update individual or shared 
writing products in response to ongoing feedback, 
including new arguments or information. 

Research to Build and Present Knowledge   

WHST.6-8.7. Conduct short research projects to answer a 
question (including a self-generated question), 
drawing on several sources and generating additional 
related, focused questions that allow for multiple 
avenues of exploration. 

WHST.9-10.7. Conduct short as well as more sustained 
research projects to answer a question (including a 
self- generated question) or solve a problem; narrow 
or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize 
multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating 
understanding of the subject under investigation. 

WHST.11-12.7. Conduct short as well as more sustained 
research projects to answer a question (including a 
self- generated question) or solve a problem; narrow 
or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize 
multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating 
understanding of the subject under investigation. 

WHST.6-8.8. Gather relevant information from multiple 
print and digital sources, using search terms 
effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of 
each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and 
conclusions of others, while avoiding plagiarism and 
following a standard format for citation. 

WHST.9-10.8. Gather relevant information from multiple 
authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced 
searches effectively; assess the usefulness of each 
source in answering the research question; integrate 
information into the text selectively to maintain the 
flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and following a 
standard format for citation. 

WHST.11-12.8. Gather relevant information from multiple 
authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced 
searches effectively; assess the strengths and 
limitations of each source in terms of the specific task, 
purpose, and audience; integrate information into the 
text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding 
plagiarism and 

overreliance on any one source and following a standard 
format for citation. 

WHST.6-8.9. Draw evidence from informational texts to 
support analysis, reflection, and research. 

WHST.9-10.9. Draw evidence from informational texts to 
support analysis, reflection, and research. 

WHST.11-12.9. Draw evidence from informational texts to 
support analysis, reflection, and research. 

Range of Writing   

WHST.6-8.10. Write routinely over extended time frames 
(time for reflection and revision) and shorter time 
frames (a single 

sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific 
tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

WHST.9-10.10. Write routinely over extended time frames 
(time for reflection and revision) and shorter time 
frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of 
discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

WHST.11-12.10. Write routinely over extended time 
frames (time for reflection and revision) and shorter 
time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a 
range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and 
audiences. 
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New to 2025-2025 OCS ELA Curricula 
 
 

Standards for  
Written-Language Production Standards  
for Handwriting & Keyboarding* 
 

 
K-5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*“Written-Language Production Standards for Handwriting & Keyboarding (Grades PreK-8) © 2014, created by the HW21 Community to further the 
education of our children and used with permission. For more information on the Standards, please see www.hw21summit.com.
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Kindergartners: Grade 1 students: Grade 2 students: 

Form and Production 
WLP.K.1. Identify and print letters and numerals with 

assistance on grade-level appropriate lined paper.  
a. Identify and create basic manuscript 1 lines 

(vertical, horizontal, circle, slant).  
b. Form lines and letters following the organization of 

print (left to right, top to bottom).  
c. Identify and print with assistance most uppercase 

and lowercase letters.  
d. Identify and print numerals 0 through 9 with 

assistance. 
e. Begin short letters at the midpoint dotted line and 

end them on the lower line/ baseline. 
f. Begin tall letters at the top line and end them on the 

lower line/baseline. 

WLP.1.1. Independently print legible letters, numerals, and 
punctuation on grade-level appropriate lined paper.  

a. Identify and form uppercase and lowercase letters 
independently and legibly, with minimal rotations or 
reversals.  

b. Use uppercase letter for I.  
c. Identify and form numerals 0–9, including two-digit 

numeral pairs (e.g., 27).  
d. Identify and form sentence end punctuation (period, 

exclamation point, question mark) 
 

WLP.2.1. Form all uppercase and lowercase letters legibly 
in manuscript, with no rotations or reversals.  

a. Consistently maintain proper proportion of 
ascenders, descenders, and letter parts.  

b. Self-assess manuscript legibility against models  
c. Print sentences that begin with uppercase letters 

and that include end and internal punctuation. 

WLP.K.2. With assistance, produce printed letters, words, 
and sentences with proper proportion, size, and 
spacing on grade-level appropriate paper.  
a. Control size of uppercase letters between top and 

bottom lines.  
b. Begin to print letters with proper proportions of 

ascenders and descenders (e.g., descenders 
should approach lower dotted line, ascenders 
should approach top line, midpoints should align 
with midpoint dotted line).  

c. With assistance, print whole words with correct 
spacing between letters (e.g., letters should not 
touch or “crash” into each other).  

d. With assistance, print sentences with correct 
spacing between words (e.g., spaces between 
words should be the size of an individual letter) 
and between sentences (e.g., spaces between 
sentences should be the size of two letters). 

WLP.1.2. Produce printed letters, words, and 
sentences with proper proportion, size, and 
spacing on grade-level appropriate paper. 
a. Control size of uppercase letters relative to lowercase 

letters.  
b. Print letters with ascenders approaching top line and 

descenders approaching bottom line.  
c. Align letter midpoints with midpoint dotted line.  
d. Print whole words with correct spacing between letters.  
e. Print sentences using correct spacing between words 

and between sentences.  
f. Print two-digit numerals using correct spacing. 

WLP.2.2. Use grade-level appropriate paper to produce 
printed letters, words, and sentences with proper 
proportion, size, and spacing. 
a. Print manuscript letters with proper spacing relative 

to top, bottom, and midlines.  
b. Print words and sentences using correct spacing 

between letters, words, and sentences.  
c. Print paragraphs using correct indentation and 

appropriate margins 
 

WLP.K.3. (Begins in grade 2) WLP.1.3. (Begins in grade 2) WPL.2.3 (Begins in grade 3) 

WLP.K.4 (Begins in grade 3)  WLP.1.4. (Begins in grade 3) WLP.2.4. (Begins in grade 3) 

WLP.K.5. (Begins in grade 3) WLP.1.5. (Begins in grade 3) WLP 2.5 (Begins in grade 3) 
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Fluency 

WLP.K.6. With assistance, print most uppercase and 
lowercase letters and numerals with speed 
appropriate to kindergarten.  
a. Print most individual uppercase letters within 5–6 

seconds after dictated by the teacher. 
b. Print most individual lowercase letters within 5–6 

seconds after dictated by the teacher. 
c. Print numerals 0 to 9 in order within one minute, 

with or without dictation by the teacher. 

WLP.1.6. Print uppercase and lowercase letters and 
numerals with speed and fluency appropriate for grade 
1.  
a. Print individual uppercase letters accurately within 3–

4 seconds after dictated by the teacher. 
b. Print individual lowercase letters accurately within 3–4 

seconds after dictated by the teacher.  
c. Print numerals 0 to 9 in order within 20 seconds, with 

or without dictation by the teacher. 

WLP.2.6. Print uppercase and lowercase letters and 
numerals with speed and fluency appropriate for grade 2.  

a. Print legible sentences and paragraphs under 
timed condition.  
b. Print copied text at a rate of (at least 25 letters 
per minute, as a benchmark). 

WLP.K.7. (Begins in grade 3) WLP.1.7. (Begins in grade 3) WLP 2.7 (Begins in grade 3) 

Writing Application and Word Processing 

WLP.K.8. With assistance, use letters and letter-like 
forms to produce written text.  
a. Print letters and letter-like forms to create 

identifiable words.  
b. Print first and last name.  
c. Begin to copy sentences. 

WLP.1.8. Use letters and words to produce written 
sentences.  
a. Print identifiable words within sentences to create a 

story or response.  
b. Start sentences with a capital letter.  
c. Print first and last name legibly 

WLP.2.8. Produce written text, including multiple sentences 
organized into paragraphs.  

a. Print identifiable words and sentences within 
paragraphs to create a story or response. 

WLP.K.9. With assistance, identify a keyboard and 
mouse.  
a. Understand that a keyboard contains letters and 

numbers.  
b. Identify several letters on a keyboard.  
c. Identify numbers on a number pad.  
d. Identify a mouse. 

WLP.1.9. Know and apply basic keyboarding skills. a. 
Identify all letters on  
a keyboard and that they are not in alphabetical order.  
b. Use left hand to depress letter keys on the left side of 

the keyboard and vice versa.  
c. Identify the space bar and its function.  
d. Use a mouse and understand “clicking” and “double 

clicking.” 

WLP.2.9. Demonstrate basic knowledge of keyboard entry 
and mouse clicking.  

a. With different fingers and both hands, type the 
alphabet in order using a keyboard.  
b. Identify the Enter key and its function.  
c. Understand that clicking the mouse makes an 
insertion point in a document.  
d. Use the mouse to highlight (double-click) a 
word. 

WLP.K.10 (Begins in grade 4) WLP.1.10 (Begins in grade 4) WLP.2.10. (Begins in grade 4) 
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Grade 3 students: Grade 4 students: Grade 5 students: 
Form and Production    

WLP.3.1 Form all uppercase and lowercase letters and 
numerals legibly in manuscript, with no rotations or 
reversals. 

WLP.4.1. Legibly write sentences and paragraphs in 
manuscript with proper spacing. 

WLP.5.1. Maintain legibility writing sentences and 
paragraphs. 

WLP.3.2. Identify and create four basic cursive lines 
a. Undercurve 
b. Downcurved 
c. Overcurve 
d. Slant 

WLP.4.2. Legibly write sentences and paragraphs in 
cursive with proper spacing. 

WLP.5. Maintain legibility in manuscript writing. 

WLP.3.3. Form individual uppercase and lowercase cursive 
letters and numerals with acceptable legibility. 

a. Form cursive joinings to connect letters, maintaining 
proportion of letters to joinings. 

b. Write individual letters in cursive with acceptable 
legibility, slant, and spacing. 

WLP.4.3. Form all uppercase and lowercase letters and 
numerals legibly in cursive. 

a. Write works, using proper joinings, legibly in 
cursive 

b. Legibly write sentences and paragraphs in cursive 
with proper spacing. 

WLP.5.3. Maintain legibility in cursive. 

WLP.3.4. Self-assess cursive legibility using model letters 
and words. 

WLP.4.4. Using keyboards to create written documents.   
a. Consistently use the home key) A, S, D, F, J, K, 

L,; )  
b. Type words and sentences with punctuation, 

increasing the proportion of time not looking at the 
keyboard. 

c. Use the Enter key to created new paragraphs 
d. Use the Backspace and Delete keys to remove 

text. 
e. Type special characters ($, #,*, etc.) as needed 

with proper finger strokes, including little finger of 
the Shift key. 

WLP.5.4. Use a keyboard to create written documents.  
a. Consistently use the home keys.  
b. Consistently type words and sentences with punctuation 

without looking at the keyboard.  
c. Maintain accuracy in typed documents. 

WLP.3.5.  Begin to use a keyboard to enter text. 
a. Identify and use the home keys (A,S,D,F,J,L,;  ) 
b.  Use the Shift key to capitalize. 
c. Identify and use the punctuation on the keyboard, 

including punctuation needing the Shift key (:, “, ?) 
d. Type letters and words while looking at the keyboard. 
 

WLP.4.5. Demonstrate an understanding of proper spacing 
in electronic text. 

a.  Enter one space between words and after 
punctuation marks. 

b.  Recognize the space differences (kerning) 
between common typefaces (e.g., Arial versus 
Times Roman). 

WLP.5.5. Demonstrate an understanding of spacing 
choices in electronic text.  

a. Use the spacebar and Tab key as appropriate for the 
deliberate spacing of typed text.  

b. Understand and create superscript and subscript text.  
c. Understand paragraph spacing (single-spaced, double-

spaced) and spacing between lines of a paragraph 
(leading).  

d. Understand paragraph justification and use the 
paragraph justification menu. 

WLP.3.6. Demonstrate an understanding of proper spacing 
n electronic texts. Use the spacebar to place spaces 
between words. 

WLP.4.6. Write by hand and speed and fluency appropriate 
for grade 4. 

    a. Use cursive writing under a timed condition. 
    b. Write copied text at a rate of at least 60 letters per 

minute. 

WLP.5.6. Write by hand with speed and fluency 
appropriate for grade 5.  

a. Write copied text at a rate of at least 70 letters per 
minute. 
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WPL.3.7. Write by hand with speed and fluency appropriate 
for grade 3. 
a. Print legibly sentences and paragraphs under timed 

conditions; around 45 letters per minute.   
b. Increase the use of cursive writing for untimed, in 

class writing. 

WLP.4.7. Created typed text with speed appropriate for 
grade 4. 

    a. Type 10-15 words per minute from copy. 
    b.  Increase proportion of their time looking away from 

the keyboard. 
 

WLP.5.7.  Create accurate typed text with speed 
appropriate for grade 5.  

a. Type 15–20 words per minute from copy.  
b. Spend most of the time looking at the screen or the copy 

instead of the keyboard. 

WPL.3.8. Create accurate typed text with speed appropriate 
for 3rd grade, 5-10 words per minute for copy. 

WPL.4.8. Know and apply grade-level handwriting skills. 
a. Choose handwriting or keyboarding as 

appropriate for a test and audience. 

WLP.5.8.  Know and apply grade-level handwriting skills.  
a. Choose handwriting or keyboarding as appropriate for 

the task and audience. 

WLP.3.9.  Know and apply grade-level handwriting skills.  
a.  Understand when cursive and manuscript may be used 

and choose appropriately for the task and audience. 
 

WPL.4.9. Know and apply grade level keyboarding skills. 
a. Using keyboarding skills for a variety of class 

work, such as spelling lists and composition. 
b. Type most high frequency words (the, I, and, etc.) 

and first and last name without looking at the 
keyboard. 

c. Increase the proportion of time looking away from 
the keyboard. 

d. Type at least one page in a single setting. 

WLP.5.9. Know and apply grade-level keyboarding skills.  
a. Type most words and sentences without looking at the 

keyboard.  
b. Achieve 85% accuracy in typed documents.  
c. Use numeric keypad for entry of numbers as appropriate 

for the task.  
d. Access function keys as needed in software 

applications.  
e. Type at least two pages in a single setting. 

WLP.3.10. Know and apply grade-level keyboarding skills.  
a. Find the home keys by the bumps, without looking 

at the keyboard. 
b. Identify which fingers type which letters on 

standard QWERTY keyboard. 
c. Use the left finger on the Shift key to capitalize 

letters on the right side of the keyboard and vice 
versa.   

d. Understand the difference between Shift and Caps 
Lock keys.  

e. Use thumb to depress the space bar. 
f. Type non-word drills while looking at the keyboard. 
g. Practice typing with the keyboard covered or 

masked. 
h. Type several letters and words without looking at 

keyboard. 
i. Know and apply grade-level skills with other 

devices (e.g., using a mouse to highlight portions of 
text, use right-click to access alternative menus). 

WPL.4.10.  Demonstrate beginning knowledge of word 
processing skills to produce written skills. 

a. Create a new file. 
b. Type out a document first written by hand. 
c. Open an existing file. 
d. Use menu and ruler formatting tools to change 

margins. 
e. Use menu-driven commands to change paragraph 

settings (justification, indentation, line spacing). 
f. Understand how a computer stores files and save 

a file to the correction location. 
g. Retrieve a saved file. 

WLP.5.10. Demonstrate knowledge of basic word 
processing skills to produce written text.  

a. Electronically edit a previously saved document.  
b. Experiment with basic text formatting tools to change 

font, size, color, and style (bold, italic, underline), 
using both menus and key commands.  

c. Use common keyboard shortcuts (e.g., CTRL + z to 
undo).  

d Navigate to save a file to flash drive and visa-versa. 
e. Insert an image into text.  
f. Demonstrate efficient text editing (copy and paste, 

highlight and move, keystrokes) techniques. 
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Approved Novels for Grades 6-8 
 

 
A Christmas Carol – Dickens 
A Door in the Wall – Angeli 
A Long Walk to Water – Park 
A Single Shard –Park 
A Story of Joan of Arc—Earnest 
A Wizard of Earthsea –Le Ursula K. Guin 
A Wrinkle in Time- L’Engle 
Ablaze: Stories of Daring Teen Saints—
Swaim  
Across Five Aprils—Hung 
Across the Plains—Stevenson 
Adam of the Road --Gray 
Alice in Wonderland – Lewis Carroll 
All Creatures Great and Small—Herriott 
All Things Bright and Beautiful – James 
Herriot 
Allies – Alan Gratz 
American Born Chinese – Gene Luen Yang 
Amos Fortune, Free Man—Yates 
An Old Fashioned Girl --Alcott 
And Then There Were None – Agatha 
Christie 
Animal Farm – George Orwell 
Anne of Green Gables – L.M. Montgomery 
Annexed – Sharon Dogar 
Around the World in Eighty Days --Verne 
As You Like It – William Shakespeare 
Back to the Bright Before – Katherine Nolte 
Ban This Book – Alan Gratz 
Batman: Nightwalker – Marie Lu 
Beric the Briton—Henty 
Black Beauty --Sewell 
Black Ships Before Troy: The Story of the 
Iliad --Lee 
Black Stallion --Farley 
Blood on the River – Elisa Carbone 
Bonnie Prince Charlie --Henty 
Bud, Not Buddy – Christopher Paul Curtis 
Bystander – James Preller 
Caddie Woodlawn --Brink 
Captains Courageous --Kipling 

Charlie Hernández & the League of 
Shadows – Ryan Calejo 
Chasing Lincoln's Killer – James L. 
Swanson 
Crash – Jerry Spinelli 
Cricket on the Hearth --Dickens 
Crossover – Kwame Alexander 
Cyrano de Bergerac --Rostand 
D'Aulaire's Book of Greek Myths – Ingri & 
Edgar Parin d'Aulaire 
David Copperfield --Dickens 
Diary of Anne Frank – Anne Frank 
Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde --Stevenson 
Facing Death --Henty 
Fever 1793 – Laurie Halse Anderson 
Fingal’s Quest --Pollard 
Flipped – Wendelin Van Draanen 
Flowers for Algernon – Daniel Keyes 
For the Temple --Henty 
Forget Not Love: The Passion of Maximilian 
Kolbe --Frossad 
Freak the Mighty – Rodman Philbrick 
From the Earth to the Moon --Verne 
From the Mixed-Up Files of Mrs. Basil E. 
Frankweiler – E.L. Konigsburg 
Game Changer – Alan Gratz 
Gentle Ben --Morey 
Gilgamesh – Anonymous 
Great Expectations --Dickens 
Grenade – Alan Gratz 
Ground Zero- Alan Gratz 
Hans Brinker --Dodge 
Harriet Tubman Conductor on the 
Underground Railroad by Ann Petry 
Hatchet – Gary Paulsen 
Heaven is For Real – Todd Burpo 
Helen Keller: The Story of My Life --Keller 
Hero of the Hills --Windeatt 
Hidden Figures: Young Readers Edition – 
Margot Lee Shetterly 
Hideout – Watt Key 
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Holes – Louis Sachar 
      
Holy Twins: Benedict and Scholastica --
Norris 
Hoot – Carl Hiaasen 
I Am David --Holm 
I Am Malala – Malala Yousafzai 
I Know Your Secret –Benedis-Grab 
I, Juan de Pareja --De Trevino 
If All the Swords in England --Willard 
In Freedom’s Cause --Henty 
In the Reign of Terror --Henty 
Indigo by Alice Hoffman 
Jack and Jill –Alcott 
Jo’s Boys—Alcott 
Johnny Tremain – Esther Forbes 
Journey to the Center of the Earth --Verne 
Julius Caesar – William Shakespeare 
Kidnapped --Stevenson 
King Arthur and His Knights of the Round 
Table --Green 
King of the Wind --Henry 
Kneeknock Rise – Natalie Babbitt 
Lay Siege to Heaven --De Wohl 
Leif the Lucky --D’Aulaire 
Lifeboat 12 – Susan Hood 
Lilies of the Field --Barrett 
Lincoln's Grave Robbers – James L. 
Swanson 
Little Men --Alcott 
Little Women – Louisa May Alcott 
Log of a Cowboy --Adams 
Lord of the Flies – William Golding 
Loser – Jerry Spinelli 
Macbeth --modified for younger readers – 
William Shakespeare 
Madeline Takes Command --Brill and 
Adams 
Maniac Magee – Jerry Spinelli 
Milkweed by Jerry Spinelli 
Misty of Chincoteague --Henry 
My Side of the Mountain – Jean Craighead 
George 
Mysterious Island --Verne 
Mythology – Edith Hamilton 
Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass -
-Douglass 

Never to Forget – Milton Meltzer 
Night – Elie Wiesel 
Nine Ten: A September 11 Story- Nora 
Raleigh Baskin 
Nowhere Boy – Katherine Marsh 
Number the Stars – Lois Lowry 
O Pioneers --Cather 
Of Beetles and Angels – Mawi Asgedom 
Old Yeller – Fred Gipson 
Oliver Twist --Dickens 
Our Town --Wilder 
Out of My Mind – Sharon M. Draper 
Out of the Dust – Karen Hesse 
Percy Jackson and the Olympians: The 
Lightning Thief – Rick Riordan 
Peter Pan – J.M. Barrie 
Pied Piper of Hamelin --Browning 
Project 1065 – Alan Gratz 
Radiate: More Stories of Daring Teen 
Saints--Swaim 
Ramayana – R.K. Narayan 
Reaching for the Moon – Katherine 
Johnson 
Red Hugh Prince of Donegal --Reilly 
Redwall Series --Jacques 
Refugee – Alan Gratz 
Rip Van Winkle --Irving 
Robin Hood and King Arthur – Various 
Authors 
Robin Hood --Pyle 
Robinson Crusoe --Defoe 
Rolf and the Viking Bow --French 
Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry --Taylor 
Romeo and Juliet – William Shakespeare 
Saint Benedict:The Story of the Father of 
the Western Monks --Windeatt 
Saint Catherine of Siena --Forbes 
Saint Dominic --Windeatt 
Saint Helena and the True Cross --De Wohl 
Saint Hyacinth of Poland --Windeatt 
Saint John Masias --Windeatt 
Saint Martin de Porres --Windeatt 
Saint Monica --Forbes 
Saint Rose of Lima --Windeatt 
Saint Thomas Aquinas --Windeatt 
Sarah Plain and Tall --Wilder 
Shiloh – Phyllis Reynolds Naylor   
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Son of Charlemagne --Willard 
 
Sophia's War: A Tale of the Revolution – 
Avi 
Sounder --Armstrong 
St. Benedict, Hero of the Hills --Windeatt 
St. Joan, The Girl Soldier – De Wohl 
St. Patrick – Tompert 
St. Thomas Aquinas for Children – Maritain 
Star Wars: The Weapon of a Jedi – Jason 
Fry 
Starfish – Lisa Fipps 
Tales of King Arthur –Talbott 
Tanglewood Tales – Hawthorne 
Tarzan Series – Burroughs 
That Was Then, This Is Now – S.E. Hinton 
The Adventures of Robin Hood – Green 
The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes – 
Doyle 
The Adventures of Tom Sawyer – Mark 
Twain 
The Best Christmas Pageant Ever – 
Barbara Robinson 
The Black Arrow – Stevenson 
The Black Cauldron – Alexander 
The Blood Red Crescent – Garnett 
The Boy at the Back of the Class – Onjali 
Q. Raúf 
The Boy in the Striped Pajamas – John 
Boyne 
The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind – 
William Kamkwamba & Bryan Mealer 
The Boys in the Boat – Daniel James 
Brown 
The Breadwinner – Deborah Ellis 
The Bronze Bow –Speare 
The Call of the Wild – Jack London 
The Cay – Theodore Taylor 
The Children of Fatima – Windeatt 
The Children’s Homer – Colum 
The Chronicles of Narnia – Lewis 
The Crossover – Kwame Alexander 
The Crucible – Arthur Miller 
The Deerslayer – Cooper 
The Devil’s Arithmetic – Jane Yolen 
The Dragon and the Raven – Henty 

The Fellowship of the Ring – Tolkien 
The Fledgling – Langton 
The Gift of the Magi – O. Henry 
The Giver – Lois Lowry 
The Greek Gods – Evslin, Evslin, & Hoopes 
The Hiding Place – Corrie Ten Boom 
The Hobbit – J.R.R. Tolkien 
The Horse and His Boy – Lewis 
The Hound of the Baskervilles – Arthur 
Conan Doyle 
The Innocence of Father Brown – 
Chesterton 
The Island of the Blue Dolphins – O’Dell 
The Jungle Book --Kipling 
The Knight of the White Cross – Henty 
The Last Battle – Lewis 
The Last of the Mohicans – Cooper 
The League of Seven – Alan Gratz 
The Legend of Sleepy Hollow – Irving 
The Light in Hidden Places – Sharon 
Cameron 
The Lion, The Witch, and The Wardrobe – 
C.S. Lewis 
The Little Flower – Windeatt 
The Little Prince – Saint-Exupéry 
The Lord of the Rings –Tolkien 
The Miracle Worker – Gibson 
The Miraculous Medal – Windeatt 
The Mona Lisa Vanishes – Nicholas Day 
The Mysterious Benedict Society – Trenton 
Lee Stewart 
The Notorious Benedict Arnold – Steve 
Sheinkin 
The Odyssey – Homer 
The Oregon Trail – Parkman 
The Outsiders – S.E. Hinton 
The Pigman – Paul Zindel 
The Prince and the Pauper – Twain 
The Railway Children – Nesbit 
The Ransom of Red Chief, and Other 
Stories – O. Henry 
The Red Badge of Courage – Crane 
The Red Keep – French 
The Restless Flame – De Wohl 
The Running Dream – Wendelin Van 
Draanen 
The Song at the Scaffold – Von le Fort 
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The Spear: A Novel of the Crucifixion – De 
Wohl 
The Story of King Arthur and His Knights –
Pyle 
The Story of Our Lady of Guadalupe – 
Walsh 
The Story of Rolf and the Viking Bow – 
French 
The Swiss Family Robinson – Johann 
David Wyss 
The Sword and the Stone – White 
The Tale of Despereaux – Kate DiCamillo 
The Thief – Megan Whalen Turner 
The Time Machine – Wells 
The Trojan War – Olivia Coolidge 
The Trumpeter of Krakow – Kelly 
The Voyage of the Dawn Treader – Lewis 
The Wanderings of Odysseus: The Story of 
the Odyssey – Sutcliffe 
The War of the Worlds – Wells 
The Watsons Go to Birmingham – 
Christopher Paul Curtis 
The Weight of a Mass – Nobisso 
The Westing Game – Ellen Raskin 
The White Stag – Seredy 
The Wind in the Willows – Kenneth 
Grahame 
The Winged Watchman – Hilda van 
Stockum 
The Witch of Blackbird Pond – Speare 
The Wonderful Wizard of Oz – Baum 

The Yearling – Rawlings 
Things Not Seen – Andrew Clements 
Thomas Aquinas and the Preaching 
Beggars --Larnen and Lomask 
Tom Sawyer – Mark Twain 
Treasure Island – Robert Louis Stevenson 
Tuck Everlasting – Natalie Babbitt 
Twenty Thousand Leagues Under the Sea 
– Verne 
Two Degrees – Alan Gratz 
Two Years Before the Mast – Dana 
Uglies – Scott Westerfield 
Uncle Tom’s Cabin – Stowe 
Under the Lilacs – Alcott 
Walk Two Moons – Sharon Creech 
War Stories – Alan Gratz 
We Will Not Be Silent: The White Rose 
Student Resistance Movement – Russell 
Freedman 
Westward Ho – Kingsley 
Where the Lilies Bloom – Cleaver 
Where the Red Fern Grows – Wilson Rawls 
White Fang – London 
Who Were the Navajo Code Talkers? – 
James Buckley Jr. 
With Wolfe in Canada – Henty 
Won by the Sword – Henty 
Work – Al 
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Approved Novels for High Schools 
 
 
Freshmen 
All Quiet on the Western Front – Remarque 
Animal Farm – Orwell 
Bless Me, Ultima – Anaya 
Catcher in the Rye – Salinger 
Dear Martin – Nic Stone 
Five People you Meet in Heaven – Albom 
Great Expectations – Dickens  
Life's Blueprint – MLK Jr. 
Long Way Down – Jason Reynolds 
Lou Gehrig's Farewell to Yankee Fans 
Me Moth – Amber McBride   
Murder on the Orient Express – Agatha 
Christie 
Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, 
Frederick Douglass 
Refugee, Alan Gratz 
Romeo and Juliet, Shakespeare 
Roosevelt's D-Day Prayer 
Nobel Lecture:  Mother Teresa 
The House on Mango Street – Cisneros 
The Lord of the Flies – Goldring 
– Colson Whitehead  
The Odyssey –  Homer 
The Pearl – Steinbeck 
When the Legends Die – Hal Borland 
 
Sophomores 
All Quiet on the Western Front – 
Remarque  
Animal Farm – Orwell 
Antigone – Sophocles 
Bridge of San Luis Rey – Wilder 
Fahrenheit 451 –  Bradbury 
Farewell to Manzanar –  Houston 
I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings –  
Angelou 
I Never Sang for My Father – Anderson 
Julius Caesar – Shakespeare 
Les Miserables – Hugo 
Lord of the Flies – Golding 
Maus II: (A Survivor's Tale) – Spiegelman 
Maus: I (My Father Bleeds History) – 

Spiegelman 
Midsummer Night’s Dream – Shakespeare 
Oedipus – Sophocles 
Of Mice and Men – Steinbeck 
Salt in my Soul – Smith 
The Natural – Malamud 
The Once and Future King – White 
Rebecca – du Maurier 
A Separate Peace – Knowles 
American War – Omar El Akkad 
American Street – Ibi Zoboi 
I Must Betray You – Ruta Sepetys 
The Sun Does Shine – Anthony Ray 
Hinton  
The Curious Incident of the Dog in the 
Night-time – Mark Haddon 
Same Kind of Different as Me – Ron Hall 
and Denver Moore 
One of Us Is Lying – Karen McManus  
The Parable of the Sower – by Octavia 
Butler 
Sing Unburied Sing – Jesmyn Ward  
 
Juniors 
A Raisin in the Sun – Hansberry 
Adventures of Huckleberry Finn – Twain 
Educated – Tara Westover 
Glass Menagerie – Williams 
Hill Women – Cassie Chambers 
Hillbilly Elegy –J.D. Vance 
Moby Dick – Melville 
My Antonia – Cather 
O Pioneers – Cather 
Ragtime – Doctorow 
The Catcher in the Rye – J.D. Salinger 
The Crucible – Miller 
The Glass Castle – Jeannette Walls 
The Great Gatsby – Fitzgerald 
The Other Wes Moore – Wes Moore 
The Scarlet Letter – Hawthorne 
The Sun Also Rises – Hemingway 
 
The Unvanquished – Faulkner 

63



 

2025 ELA Course of Study            
  

 
Seniors 
1984, Orwell 
A Tale of Two Cities – Dickens 
American Panda – Gloria Chao 
Born a Crime – Trevor Noah 

Cry, The Beloved Country – Paton 
Frankenstein – Shelley 
I Am Malala – Malala Yousafzai  
Jane Eyre – Bronte  
Macbeth – Shakespeare 

Murder in the Cathedral – Eliot                 My Side of the River – Elizabeth Camarillo 
Pride and Prejudice – Austen 
Pygmalion – Shaw 
Rosemary: The Hidden Kennedy Daughter 
– Kate Clifford Larson 
Sin-Eater's Confession - Lisa J Bick 
The Importance of Being Earnest – Wilde 
The Lord of the Flies – Golding 
The Power and the Glory – Greene 
Wuthering Heights – Bronte 
 
AP Courses 
A Doll's House – Ibsen 
A Raisin in the Sun – Hansberry  
A Streetcar Named Desire – Williams 
And Then There Were None – Christie 
Beowulf 
Crime and Punishment – Dostoevsky 
Death of a Salesman – Miller 
Fathers and Sons – Turgenev 
Four Great Plays – Ibsen 
Frankenstein – Shelley 
Freakonomics – Levitt and Dubner 
Hamlet – Shakespeare 
Heart of Darkness – Conrad 
In Cold Blood – Capote 
Into the Wild – Krakauer 
Kathleen Ni Houlihan – Yeats 
King Lear – Shakespeare 
Life of Pi 
Light in August – Faulkner 
Long Day’s Journey into Night – O’Neill 
Man's Search for Meaning – Frankl 
Much Ado about Nothing – Shakespeare 
Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man – 
Joyce 
Sir Gawain and the Green Knight – Poet 
Slaughterhouse Five – Vonnegut 
Tess of the D’Urbervilles – Hardy 
The Awakening – Chopin 

The Bluest Eye – Morrison 
The Canterbury Tales – Chaucer 
The Glass Castle – Walls 
The Handmaid's Tale – Atwood 
The Joy Luck Club – Tan 
The Kite Runner – Hosseini 
The Metamorphosis – Kafka 
The Oedipus Plays – Sophocles 
The Picture of Dorian Gray – Wilde 
The Road – McCarthy 
The Stranger – Camus 
The Tempest – Shakespeare 
The Things They Carried – O'Brien 
Translations – Friel 
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Other Possible Choices  
 
Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland – Carroll                        
All the Light We Cannot See – Doerr 
Atonement – McEwan                            
Brave New World – Huxley 
Brideshead Revisited – Waugh                      
Childhood's End – Clarke                
Children of Men – James                            
Come Rack, Come Rope – Benson 
Crime and Punishment – Dostoevsky 
Dark Night of the Soul – St. John of the 
Cross 
David Copperfield – Dickens                     
Death of a Salesman – Miller 
Death of an Expert Witness – Adams 
Doctor Faustus – Marlowe            
Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde – Stevenson       
Dracula – Stoker                        
Emma – Austen                            
Far From the Madding Crowd – Harding 
Father Brown Mysteries – Chesterton 
Fathers and Sons – Turgenev 
Four Great Plays – Ibsen 
Freakonomics – Levitt and Dubner 
Great Expectations – Dickens  
Hamlet – Shakespeare      
Hard Times – Dickens  
Heart of Darkness – Conrad 
Henry V – Shakespeare     
Hero of the Empire – Millard 
Hound of the Baskervilles – Doyle          
How Green Was My Valley – Llewellyn                 
In Cold Blood – Capote 
Into the Wild – Krakauer 
Ivanhoe – Scott 
Jane Eyre – Bronte                   
King Lear – Shakespeare 
Kristin Lavransdatter – Undset 
Light in August – Faulkner 
Long Day’s Journey into Night – O’Neill 
Longitude – Sobel 
Man's Search for Meaning – Frankl 
Mere Christianity – Lewis 
Middlemarch – Eliot                          
Moll Flanders – Defoe                          

Mrs. Dalloway – Woolf 
Much Ado about Nothing – Shakespeare 
Nineteen Eighty-Four – Orwell                       
Northanger Abbey – Austen                         
Oliver Twist – Dickens 
Othello – Shakespeare        
Persuasion – Austen 
Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man – 
Joyce 
Pride and Prejudice – Austen 
Pygmalion – Shaw           
Rebecca – DuMaurier               
Rob Roy – Scott  
Robinson Crusoe – Defoe 
Sense and Sensibility – Austen 
Silas Marner – Eliot 
Sir Gawain and the Green Knight – Poet 
Tess of the D’Urbervilles – Hardy 
The Abolition of Man – Lewis 
The Story of a Soul – St. Thérèse of Lisieux 
Harvard Address – Solzhenitsyn  
Nobel Prize Acceptance Speech – 
Solzhenitsyn 
I Have a Dream – King 
Letter from a Birmingham Jail – King 
Slave Narratives – Jacobs 
The Communist Manifesto – Marx 
The Conquest of Gaul – Caesar 
The Gettysburg Address – Lincoln 
The Magna Carta 
The Prince –Machiavelli 
The Rights of Man – Paine 
The Social Contract – Rousseau 
The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes – 
Doyle 
The Ballad of the White Horse – Chesterton 
The Call of the Wild, –London 
The Canterbury Tales – Chaucer 
The Chosen – Potok 
The Dream of Gerontius – Newman 
The Fellowship of the Ring – Tolkien  
The Flying Inn – Chesterton 
The Importance of Being Earnest – Wilde 
The Lord of the Ring –Tolkien                       
The Mayor of Casterbridge – Hardy 
The Metamorphosis – Kafka 
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The Mill on the Floss – Eliot  
The Moonstone – Collins                          
The Oedipus Plays – Sophocles 
The Picture of Dorian Gray – Wilde              
The Power and the Glory –Greene                  
The Practice of the Presence of God – Br. Lawrence 
The Rule of St. Benedict – St. Benedict 
The Screwtape Letters – Lewis 
The Prisoner of Zenda – Hope 
The Remains of the Day – Ishiguro                   
The Return of the Native – Hardy 
The Seashell on the Mountaintop – Culter 
The Space Trilogy – Lewis 
The Spy Who Came in from the Cold – LeCarre           
The Stranger – Camus 
The Tempest – Shakespeare 
The Tenant of Wildfell Hall – Bronte                       
The Things They Carried – O'Brien 
The Time Machine – Wells 
The War of the Worlds – Wells                    
Through the Looking Glass – Carroll  
Till We Have Faces – Lewis 
To Kill a Mockingbird – Lee 
To the Lighthouse – Woolf                     
Tom Jones – Fielding                     
Turn of the Screw – James                           
Volpone – Johnson                       
Watership Down – Adams  
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English Language Arts Approved Textbooks 
 

All English Language Arts textbooks approved by Ohio’s Department of Education and 
Workforce (ODEW), beginning 2024, follow the Science of Reading.  Any textbook company 
approved by the state of Ohio is acceptable to the Diocese of Columbus, Office of Catholic 
Schools.  
 
One addition to the approved textbook list would be Side by Side Reading, which follows the 
Science of Reading.  It is presently under review by ODEW and is slated to be approved in the 
Fall of 2025.  Any other exceptions should be addressed the Office of Catholic Schools. 
 
The approved textbook list can be found at:   
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Learning-in-Ohio/English-Language-Art/Resources-for-
English-Language-Arts/High-Quality-Instructional-Materials-in-ELA/Approved-List-of-Core-
Curriculum-and-Instructional 
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ELA Course of Study Review Committee 
 

 
Alana Sprankel   Bishop Fenwick  
Alison Adamsky             St. Agatha   
Angela Mankins   St. Paul    
Anne De Leonardis   Our Lady of Peace  
Betsy Loy    St. Bernadette  
Brittany Byrley   Immaculate Conception, Columbus  
Chris Kuhlow    Bishop Ready HS    
Christian Craig   Bishop Hartley HS   
Christine Zaremba   St. James   
Clare Heim     Immaculate Conception, Columbus  
Eva Stordy     St. Paul    
Jenna Yanko    Our Lady of Bethlehem       
Jill Cecutti    St. Brigid of Kildare  
Katie Kovach    St. Mary, Columbus 
Loriann Francis   Immaculate Conception, Columbus  
Mary De Genova   St. Paul   
Megan Carcaise   St. Michael    
Megan Lenox   Bishop Fenwick  
Molly King    Da Sales HS   
Rachel Putnam   St. Michael   
Sarah Magill    St. Charles HS   
Sean Jewell    Bishop Rosecrans HS  
Stephanie Mugnano    Bishop Fenwick   
Stephanie Speed   St. Paul    
Wendy Lomano   St. Paul    
Zach Hollis     Bishop Watterson HS 
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